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Art. I, 4 new Syftem; or, an Analyfis of Ancient Mythol gy: 
Wherein an Attempt is made to diveit Tradition of Fable; and 
to reduce the Truth to its original Purity. In this Work is given 
an Hiftory of the Babylonians, Chaldeans, Egyptians, Canaanites, 
Helladians, Ionians, Leleges, Dorians, Pelafgi: Alfo of the 
Scythe, Indo-Scythe, E:hiopians, Phenicians. ‘The Whole con- 
tains an Account of the principal Events in the firft Ages, from 
the Detuce to the Dispersion: Alfo of the various Migrations 
which enfued, and the Settlements made afterwards in different 
Parts: Circumftances of great Confequence, which were fubfe- 
quent to the GenTILE Hisrory oF Moses. Vol. III. By Jacob 
Bryant, formerly of King’s College, Cambridge, and Secretary 
to his Grace the late Duke of Marlborough. q4to. 11. 2s, Boards, 
Payne. 1776. 

HE ample account we have given of the two former vo- 
lumes of this work will prepare our Readers to receive, 
with pleafure, the notice of the publication of another volume; 
and will induce them ta expect a great variety of new and en-~ 
tertaining matter, in the prefent performance. We can af- 
fure them that, in this refpect, they will not be difappointed. 

The volume before us is as extraordinary as thofe which have 

preceded it, and contains furprifing proofs of the Author’s’ in- 

genuity, and fagacity, as well as of his erudition. 

_In the preface, Mr. Bryant informs us, that, through the 

whole procefs of his inquiries, it has been his endeavour, from 

fome plain and determinate principles, to open the way to many 
interefting truths, And as he has fhewn the certainty of an 
univerfal Deluge, from the evidence of moft nations to which 
we can gain aecefs ; he comes now to give an hiftory of the 
perfons who furvived that event, and of the families which were 
immediately defcended from them.—It may be afked, if there 
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were no other great families upon earth, befide that of the 
Cuthites, worthy of record; if no other people ever performed 
great actions, and made themfelves refpe€table to pofterity ? 
* Such, fays our Author, there poflibly may have been: and 
the field is open to any, who may choofe to make inquiry, My 
taking this particular path doth not in the leaft abridge others 
from profecuting different views, whcrever they may fee an 
opening. — What I have now to prefent to the Public, contains 
matter of great moment, and fhould I be found to be in the 
right, it will afford a fure bafis for the future hiftory of the 
world. 

¢ Many, continues Mr, Bryant, who have finifhed their pro- 
erefs, and are determined in their principles, will not perhaps 
fo readily be brought over to my opinion. But they, who are 
beginning their ftudies, and paffing through a procefs of Gre- 
cian literature, will find continual evidences arife : almoft every 
ftep will afford frefh proofs in favour of my fyftem. As the 
defolation of the world by a deluge, and the renewal of it in 
one perfon, are points in thefe days particularly controverted ; 
many, who are enemies to revelation, upon feeing thefe truths 
afcertained, may be led toa more intimate acquaintance with 
the {criptures: and fuch an infight cannot but be produétive 
of good. For our faith depends upon hiftorical experience ; 
and it is mere ignorance that makes infidels,’ 

The fubjeét firft treated of, by our Author, is the migration 
and difperfion of nations. He had before fhewn, that the ark 
refted upon Mount Ararat, in a province of Armenia. This 
was the region in which mankind firft began to multiply, and from 
whence they afterwards proceeded to their different places of ale 
Jotment. Mr. Bryant finds it, therefore, neceflary to give fome 
account of this country ; as from fuch an inquiry innumerable 
evidences will arife in confirmation of the primaval hiftory ; 
and there will be alfo many proofs obtained in confirmation of 
his opinion, concerning the migration of mankind. 

Armenia, according to our learned Writer, was denominated 
from Ar-Men, and Har-men, the mountain where the ark 
refted. This mountain was a branch of the Taurus; and was 
diftinguifhed by feveral appella:ions, each of which was figni- 
ficant, and afforded fome evidence to the hiftory of the deluge. 
© It was called Ararat, Baris, Barit, Luban, which laft figni- 
fied Mons Lunaris, or the mountain of Selene. It had alfo 
the name of Har-Min, and Har-Men, which was precifely of 
the fame fignification. The people who lived round it were 
called Minni and Myniz; and the region had the name of 
Armenia from the mountain, which was the great object of re- 
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the mountain was Ararat; and by this it has been diftinguifhed 
by Mofes. This is a compound of Ar-Arat, and fignifies the 
Mountain of Defcent. 

‘We may be affured, fays our Author, that the ark was 
providentially wafted into Armenia; as that region feems to 
have been particularly well calculated for the reception of the 
Patriarch’s family, and for the repeopling of the world. The 
foil of the country was very fruitful, and efpecially of that part 
where the Patriarch firft made his defcent..—This point is af- 
certained by Mr. Bryant; after which he obferves, that the 
mountain was allo called Mafis, and likewife Thamanim and 
Shemanim, the purport of which is remarkable. He had be- 
fore taken notice of the facred Ogdoas in Egypt, which was 
held in great veneration. § It confifted of eight perfon- 
ages defcribed in a boat, who were efteemed the moft ancient 
ods in the country. This number was held facred, and 
efteemed myfterious by other nations.—Ihe fame reference to 
the number eight is to be obferved in the hiftory of Mount 
Mafis, or Ararat. Jt was called the Mountain Thamanim, or 
Thamanim; and there was a town towards the foot of the 
mountain of the fame name, which was fuppofed to have been 
built by Noah. Now Thaman is faid, in the ancient language 
of the country, to have fignified eight, and was analogous to 
the Shaman of the Hebrews ; which denotes the fame number. 
Ebn Pafricius mentions the ark refting upon Ararat, and calls 
the diftri€&t below, the region of the Thamanin. He alfo men- 
tions the city of the fame name; and he fays, that it was fo 
called from the eight perfons who came out of the ark. Other 
writers exprefs it Thamanim, which is a plural from Thaman. 
Terra Thamanim, fignifies the region of the eight perfons :— 
And the town of the ‘Thamanim, or Shamanim, was fo called 
from thofe eight primzval perfons who were faid to have 
founded it. ‘] here is reafon to think, that it was the fame as 
Naxuan, a very ancient city, which is mentioned by Ptolemy, 
and placed upon the Araxes. 

Several accounts of the place where the ark is faid to have 
relted, are mentioned by our Author, to fhew how univerfal 
the hiftory was of that great event. ‘The fcene of aétion was 
attributed to different places; but the real appulfe of the ark 
was upon the mountain of Arat, called Ar-arat, in the pro- 
vince of Har-Men, upon the river Arach, or Araxes. 

‘ After the facred Writer, continues Mr. Bryant, has de- 
fcribed the prefervation of Noah and his family, and their de- 
fcent from the ark, he gives a fhort hiftory of the Patriarch, 
and mentions his refidence upon the fpot, and his planting of 
the vine, He afterwards proceeds to fhew how the reparation 
of mankind was effe&ed in that family, and how multiplied 
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upon the earth. When'they were greatly increafed, he givey 


a lift of their generations, and defcribes them with much ac. 
curacy upon their feparating, according to their places of de. 
{tination : and concludes with telling us, By thefe were the ifles 
of the Gentiles divided in the lands; every one after his tongue, af- 
ter the families, in their nations. And again, Thefe are the fami. 
lies of the fons of Noah, after their generations, in thetr nations; 
and by thefe were the nations divided in the earth, after the froed. 

In a former treatife, our Author endeavoured to thew that 
this diftribution was by the immediate appointment of God, 
“© We have, he fays, full evidence of this in that fublime and 
pathetic hymn of Mofes, where he addrefles himfelf to the 
people, whom he had fo long concucted, and was now going 
to leave for ever. Remember the days of old; confider the years 
of many generations. Afk thy father, and he will fhew thee; thy 
elders, and they will tell thee. When the Moft High divided to the 
nations their inheritance; when he feparated the fons of Adam; he 
fet the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of 
Ifrael: for the Lora’s portion is his people; Facob is the lot of bis. 
inheritance. By this we may fee, that the whole was by God’s 
appointment ; and that there was a referve for a people who 
were toceme after. St. Paul, likewile, {peaks of it exprefsly 
as adivine ordinance. God made of one blood ail nations of men to 
dwell on all the face of the earth ; and determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the tounds of their habitation. ‘This is taken notice 
of by many of the Fathers. Eufcbius, in particular, mentions 
the diftribution of the carth : and adds, that it happened in the two 
thoufand fix hundred feventy-fecond ycar of the creation, and in the 
nine hundred and thirtieth year of the Patriarch’s life. Then it was 
that Noah, by divine appointment, divided the world between his 
three fons. “The like is to be found in Syncellus,. Epiphanius, 
and other writers. The Grecians had fome traditions of this 
partition of the earth, which they fuppofed to have been by 
Jot, and between Jupiter, Neptune, and Pluto.—-The above 
cited paflages of fcripture do, without doubt, fhew that it was 
the general determination of Providence, that the world fhould 
be divided and peopled by the different tribes of the children of 
Adam. But it may, perhaps, be juftly queftioned, whether 
they imply fuch a peculiar allotment, and fuch an extraordi- 
nary interpofition, of the Supreme Being, as Mr. Bryant fup- 
pofes. With regard to the teftimonies of the Fathers, they 
come too late to carry much conviction. 

Our ingenious Writer thinks, that the fons of Noah fhewed 
him always great reverence; and that, after they were fepa- 
rated, and when he was no more, they ftill behaved in confor- 
mity to the rules which he eftablifhed. But there was one fa- 
mily which feems to have acted a contrary part; and however 
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they may have reverenced his memory, they paid little regard 
to his inftitutions. It is faid, that Cufh begat Nimrod. He 
began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty hunter 
before the Lord: wherefore it is faid, even as Nimrod, the 
mighty hunter before the Lord. And the beginning of bis 
kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in 
the Land of Shinar. Out of that land went forth Afbur, and 
builded Nineve, and the city Rehobsth, and Calah, and Refen, be- 
tween Nineve and Calab, the fame is a great city. © We have, in 
this narration, adds our Author, an account of the firft rebel- 
lion in the world; and the grounds of this apoftacy feem to 
have been thefe. At the diftribution of families, and the al- 
lotment of the different regions upon earth, the houfe of 
Shem ftood firft, and was particularly regarded. The children 
of Shem were Elam and Afhur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram. 
Their places of deftination feem to have been not far removed 
from the region of defcent, which was the place of feparation. 
They, in general, had Afia to their lot, as Japhet had Europe, 
and Ham the large continent of Africa,’ ‘ This, fays Mr. 
Bryant, after fpecifying the particular fituation of the fons of 
Shem, was the original difpofition of thefe families. But the 
fons of Chus would not fubmit to the divine difpenfation ; and 
Nimrod, who firft took upon himfelf regal ftate, drove Afhur 
from his demefnes, and torced him to take fhelter in the higher 
parts of Mefopotamia. ‘This was part of the country called 
Aram, and was probably ceded to him by his brother. Here 
the Afhurites built for their defence a chain of cities, equal in 
ftrength and renown to thofe which had been founded by Nim- 
rod, We have, in this detail, an account of the firft monarchy 
upon earth, and of the tyranny and ulurpations which in con- 
fequence of it enfued.’ 

The facred Hiftorian after this mentions another aét of a re- 
bellious purpofe ; which confifted in building a lofty tower with 
a very evil intent. Moft writers have defcribed this and the 
former event, as antecedent to the migration of mankind, 
which they fuppofe to have been from the plains of Shinar, 
But our Author makes it his endeavour to thew, that the gene- 
tal migration was not only prior, but from another part of the 
world, After reciting the {cripture account of the confufion 
at Babel, and that paflage which reprefents the earth as having 
been divided in the days of Peleg, he thinks that we may ob- 
ferve in tnem two different occurrences, which are generally 
blended together. Firft, that there was a formal migration of 
families to the feveral regions appointed for them, according 
to the determination of the Almighty: fecondly, that there was 
adiflipation of others, who ftood their ground, and would not 
acquicfce in the divine difpenfation. ‘Thefe feem to have been 
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two diftinG events, and to have happened in different places, 
as well as at different times. 

Mr. Bryant makes feveral ingenious and important remarks 
in confirmation of his opinion, and in obje€tion to the common 
tranflation of the paflage concerning Babel ; and then he lays 
before the Reader the following verfion of the whole paflage, 
in which he hath rendered the terms as he hath obferved them, 
to be at times exhibited by fome of the beft judzes of the 
original, | 

1. And every regicn was of one lip and mede of fpeech. 

2. And it came to pafs, in the journeying of people from the Eaf, 
that they found a plain in the [Aretz]} land of Shinar, and they 
dwelt there. 

3. And one man faid to another; Goto; let us make brick, and 
burn them thoroughly: and they had brick for flone; and flime had 
they for mortar. 

4. And they faid; Goto; Lt us build a city and a tower, whofe 
top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a mark or fignal, that 
we may not be fcattered atroad upon the furface of every region. 

5. And the Lord came down to fee the city, and the tower, which 
the childrin of men were building. : 

6. And the Lord faid; Behold the people is one [united in one 
body]; and they have all one lip or pronunctation : and this they be- 
gin toda: And now nothing will be reftrained from them, which 
they have imagined to de. 

7. Goto; let us go down, and there confound their lip, that they 
may not underfland one another's lip, cr pronunciction, | 

8. So the Lord feattered them abroad from thence over the face of 
every region; and they left off to build the city. 

g. Therefore is the name of it called Babel; becaufe the Lord did 
there confound the lip of the whole land; and from thence did the 
Lord jcatter them over the face of every region, or of the while 
earth. 

‘ This, fays our Author, I take to be the true purport of 
the hiftory : from whence we may infer, that the confufion of 
Janguage, was a partial event: and that the whole of mankind 
are by no means to be included in the difperfion fiom Babel. It 
related chiefly to the fons of Chus; whofe intention was to 

have founded a great, if not an univerfal empire: but by this 
judgment their purpofe was defeated. | | | 

* That there was a migration firft, and a difperfion after- 
wards, will appear more plainly, if we compare the different 
hiftories of thefe events. /n the days of Peleg the earth was die 
vided: and the fons of Noah were diftinguifbed in their generations, 
in their nations: and by thefe were the nations divided in the earth 
AFTER THE FLOOD. We fee here uniformity and a 
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and a particular diftribution. And this is faid to have hap- 

ed, not after the building of the tower, or confufion of 
fpeech, but after the flood. in the other cafe, there is an irre- 
ular difipation without any rule or order. So the Lord fcat- 
tered them abroad from thence upon the face of every region; and 
they left off to build the city: and FROM THENCE (from the city 
and tower) did the Lord fcatter them abroad. This is certainly 
a different event from the former. In fhort, the migration was 
general ; and all the families among the fons of men were con- 
cerned in it. The difperfion at Babel, and the confufion, 
was partial ; and related only to the houfe of Chus and their 
adherents.’ 

Mr. Bryant is of opinion, that the language of thefe builders 
of Babel was confounded by caufing a labial failure; fo that 
the people could not articulate. It was not an aberration in 
words, or language, but a failure and incapacity in labial ut- 
terance. By this their fpeech was confounded but not altered ; 
for, as foon as they feparated, they recovered their true tenor 
of pronunciation ; and the language of the earth continued for 
fome ages nearly the fame. This, he thinks, appears from 
many interviews, taken notice of in fcripture, between the He- 
brews and other nations ; wherein they {peak without an inter- 
preter, and muft, therefore, have had nearly the fame tongue. 
And even the languages, which fubfift at this day, various as 
they may be, yet retain fufficient relation to fhew, that they 
were once dialects from the fame matrix ; and that their variety 
was the effect of time. 

We entirely agree with our learned Writer, in the latter part 
of thefe obfervations. The notion that a great number of lan- 
guages, radically different, derived a miraculous origin from 
the confufion at Babel, is contrary to all the facts we are ca- 
pable of collecting upon the fubjet, and is not in the leaft 
countenanced by the facred Hiftorian. It has arifen from the 
abfurdity of divines, who have been fond, without caufe, of 
multiplying miracles, though, in fo doing, they have only em- 
barraffed the defence of revelation. We know not whether Mr. 
Bryant is not fomewhat too literal and confined in his interpret- 
ation, when he fuppofes that the confufion of lip was a labial 
failure, in point of utterance. It might poffibly be no more 
than fuch a confufion of opinion, counfel, and defign in the 
builders, as was fufficient to anfwer the purpofes of Providence, 
in the deftruéction of their undertaking. 

For the proof, that the language of the earth continued for 
fome saps the fame, our Author fays, that ‘ the perfon 
of alf dthéts to be confulted, is the very learned Monficur Court 
de Gebelin, in his work entitled, Monde Primitif Analyfé et 
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Compare *.— The aft publifhed volume is particularly to be read, 
_as it affords very copious and fatisfactory evidences to this pur- 
pofe ; and is replete with the moft curious erudition concerning 
the hiftory and osigin both of writing and language. This }j- 
beral commendation of a writer, whom minds of a certain turn 
would have regarded with envy, as a rival in the fame walk 
of literature, docs honour to Mr. Bryant’s integrity and 
candour. 

The diffipation of the Cuthites from Babel, from whence 
they were fcatte ed over the face of the earth, is, we are told, 
an wera to be much obferved : for at this period the facred Pen. 
man clofes the general hiftory of the world. What enfues re. 
Jates to one family and to a private difpenfation. Of the nae 
tions of the earth, and their politics, nothing more occurs; ex. 
cepting only as their hiftory chances to be connected with that 
of the fons of Ifrael. We mult, therefore, have recourfe to 
Gentile authority, and, above all, to the writers of Greece, 
for a fubfequent account. And, previoufly to this, we may 
from them obtain collateral evidence of the great tranfaCtions 
which had preceded, and which are mentioned by Mofes.— 
Some traces of thofe fearful events, with which the difperfion 
is faid to have been attended, feem to have been preferved in 
the records of Phenicia.—Nor was the memory of thefe early 
events retained only by the Oriental Riftorians. Manifeft 
traces of the fame are to be found in the Greek poets; who, 
though at “firft not eafy to be underftood, may be fatisfacturily 
explained by what has preceded. In difcufling thefe points, 
thé Author difplays much learning; and he has illuftrated, with 
great ‘ingenuity, a variety of paflages in Nonnus, Homer, and 
Hefiod, relative to the retreat of Bacchus, the fall of Vulcan, 
the war of the Giants, and the exploits of the Titans; in all 
of which he finds an illufion to the difperfion of the fons of 
Chas. 

We have been the more diffufe in our account of this differ. 
tation, and have, indeed, made a diftinét Article of it, becaufe 
it contains the foundation of Mr. Bryant’s fcheme, What he 
hath advanced is ingenious: it is plaufible: perhaps, in certain 
refpeéts, it may be found probable. Neverthelefs, we muft be 
permitted to fay, with all due deference to his eminent abilities 
and literature, that he has given no little fcope to conjecture 
and fancy. 

He hath fubjoined a map, in order to fhew, in a clearer light, 
the original difpofition of the families of Noah, 

[Yo be continued. ] 
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Art. II. Od/ervations on divers Paffages of Scripture : Placing many 
of them in a Light altogether new ; afcertaining the Meaning of 
feveral not determinable by the Methods commonly made Ufe of 
by the Learned ; propofing to Confideration probable Conjectures 
on others different from what have been hitherto recommended to 
the Attention of the Curious; and more amply illuitrating the reit 
than has been done, by Means of Circumftances incidentally men- 
tioned in Books of Voyages and Travels into the Eaft. 8vo, 
2Vols. The Second Edition. 118, Boards. Johnfon, 1776. 


‘Hi: detign of illuftrating the Scriptures by the various ac- 
counts which have been given of Eaftern countries, and 
paiticularly by modern travellers, promifes fo much enter- 
tanment and advantage, that it may feem extraordinary that 
{uch 2 defign has not been more carefully attended to and pur- 
fued. The late Dr, Shaw has made an attempt of this kind, 
and has fucceeded in feveral inftances: and therefore the pre- 
fent Writer * often refers to him. But he juftly fays, there 
are feveral things which that gentleman has omitted in his cue 
rious work, and fome that will not bear a clofe examination ; 
fo that the Dodtor’s reflections, or thofe which may occafionally 
be found in other books, do not interfere with or fuperfede the 
prefent publication. 

The firlt edition of this performance appeared feveral years 
azo, in one volume +, under the difadvantage of being very 
indifferently and carelefsly printed, which the Author now 
mentions as a circumftance which had given him great uneafi- 
nels, and which he has endeavoured to retrieve. The firft 
edition was briefly noticed in our Review; but as the work 
now appears confiderably enlarged and improved, we think it 
requifite to give our Readers a more particular account of it. 

In the preface to the former volume, which is here conti- 
nued, we have a lift of a great number of books, containing 
odfervations on the Eaftern countries, that have been very care- 
fully confulted, from Gefa Dei per Frances, publifhed at Hano- 
ver in 1611, down to Mr. Wood’s accounts of the ruins of Pal- 
Myra and Balbec. ° 

The advertifement to this fecond edition informs us of fome 
other books of Eaftern travels publifhed fome years after his ob- 
fervations, to which the Author has had recourfe for the im- 
provement of his work: fuch as the Travels of Haffelguif?t, a 
celebrated Swedifh Phyfician; Bu/bequius, an Imperial Ambaf- 
fador, an edition of whofe journey into the Eaft was printed in 
1760; and the Letters of Lady Wortley Montague. Befide thefe 
he has perufed a voyage to Mount Libanus, by Father erome 
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} Vid. Rev. vol. xxxiv. ed 
Dandini, 








354 Harmer’s Obfervatisns on divers Paffages of Scripture, 


Dandini, who travelled in the Eaft about one hundred and fe. 
venty years fince, whofe work was tranflated from the Italian 
and publifhed in 1698; Plat/flead’s Journal from Calcutta tg 
Buflerah, and thence, acrofs the great Defert, to Aleppo, &c, 
a View of the Levant, particularly of Conftantinople, Syria, 
JEgypt, and Greece, by Charles Perry, M.D. and the Travel; 
of Mr. Alexander Drummond, the Britifh Conful at Aleppo, 
through feveral parts of Afia, as far as the Banks of the Fu. 
phrates, 1754. +3 together with fome others. 

But the greateft advantage to the prefent edition has been 
furnifhed by fome MS. papers of the late Sir Fobn Chardin, who 
refided Jong in the Eaft, was a very curious obferver, and paid 
a particular attention to fuch matters as might be ufeful for the 
illuftration of holy writ. Six fmall MS. volumes of Sir John’s 
were procured, we are told, of Sir William Mulgrave, Baronet, 
by aclergyman of great diftinction in the church, and in the 
literary world. 

The firft volume of this work confifts of five chapters, con. 
taining obfervations on the Weather in Judea; the Cities and 
Houfes ; the Diet of its Inhabitants ; their Manner of travelling, 
and of dwelling in Tents. The fame number of chapters form 
the fecond volume; which treats of the Eaftern Books; the 
natural, civil, and military State of Judea; of Egypt; Mifcel- 
laneous Matters, &c. 

From the twenty three fections on the Weather in Judas, 
which contain feveral ingenious and amufing semarks and cri- 
tici{ms, we fhall only infert the greateft part of the laft, which 
is fhorter than fome of the others, and contains a paflage from 


_Chardin’s MSS. 


‘ Jacob complains of the drought in the day-time in Mefopo- 
tamia, and of the fro/is of the nights there: and accordingly Rau- 
wolff, {peaking of his going down the Euphrates, gives us to 
underftand that he was wont to wrap him{clf up in a frize coat 
in the night time, to keep himfelf from the fro/? and dew, which 
are very frequent and violent there ; the beat or drought of the 
day might well be equally complained of by Jacob, for Thevenot 
tells us, that when he. travelled in this country of Mefopota- 
mia, the heat was fo excejfive, that though he wore on his head a 
great black handkerchief which he could fee through, after the 
manner of the Faftern people when they travel, yet he had 
many times his forehead fo fcorched as to {well exceedingly, and 
fo as to have the fkin come off, and that his hands were conti- 
nually fcorched. Jn the day the drought confumed me, and th 
Sroft by night, Gen. xxxi. 40. The fixth volume of Chardin’ 
MSS. enables me to give my Readers an addition to this obfer- 
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ution, which is too curious to be fupprefled. He is {peaking 
of Gen. XXXi. 40. This paflage, he fays, is one of thote many 
laces of {cripture, which fhew the importance of knowing the 
nature of thofe countries, which ferved as the theatre to all 
the tranfactions there recounted. For in Europe the days and 
nights refemble each other, with refpect to the qualities of heat 
and cold, but it is quite otherwife in the Eaft. In the Lower 
Afia, in particular, the day is always hot, and as foon as the 
fun is fifteen degrees above the horizon no cold is felt in the 
depth of winter itfelf,. On the contrary, in the height of fum- 
mer the nights are as cold as they are at Paris in the month of 
March. It is for this reafon that in Perfia and Turkey they 
always make ufe of furred habits in the country, fuch only 
being fufficient to refift the cold of the nights, I have tra- 
velled in Arabia and Mefopotamia (the theatre of the adven- 
tures of Jacob) both in winter and in fummer ; and have found 
the truth of what the Patriarch faid ; That he was fcorched with 
heat in the day, and ftiffened with cold in the mght. This cone 
trariety in the quality of the air in twenty-four hours is ex- 
tremely great in fome places, and not conceivable by thofe 
who have not fen it: one would imagine he had pafled ina 
moment from the violent heats of fummer to the depth of win- 
ter. Thus it has pleafed God to temper the heat of the fun 
by the coolnefs of the nights, without which the greatett part 
of the Eaft would be barren, and a defert; the earth could 
produce nothing.’ 

The fifth obfervation in the fecond chapter relates to the 
Eaftern cuftom of fleeping in arbours or wicker clofets, on the 
tops of houfes, in the fummer time. ‘ Thefe retreats, it is 
obferved, would prove very incommodious, and difagreeable, in 
the wet feafon, and they that fhould then lodge in them would 
ve expofed to a continual dropping. ‘To fuch circumftances pro- 
bably it is that Solomon alludes, when he faith, * It is better 
to dwell in a corner of the houfe-top than with a brawling wo- 
man in a wide houfe,’ Prov. xxi. g. xxv. 24. A corner co- 
vered with boughs or rufhes, and made into a little arbour, in 
which they ufed to fleep in fummer, but which muft have been 
avery incommodious place to have made an entire dwelling. 
Tothe fame allufion belong thefe other expreffions, that {peak 
of the contentions of a wife being like a continual dropping, 
Prov. xix. 13, xxvii. 15. Put together they amount to this, 
It is better to have no other habitation than an arbour on the 
houfe-top, and be there expofed to the wet of winter, which is 
oftentimes of feveral days continuance ; than to dwell in a wide 
and commodious houfe with a brawling woman, for her con- 
tentions are a continual dropping, and wide as the houfe may 
be, you will not be able to ayoid them, and get out of their 
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seach. Nor will it be any objection to this remark, if it fhoulg 
be affirmed, that the booths and wicker-work clofets are gg, 
made at the corners of their parapet walls but on the middp of 
their roofs, as very probably they are, the better to receive the 
frefh air, fince the word tranflated corner, doih not only fig. 
nify a place where two walls join, but a tower alio, as appear. 
eth Zeph. i. 16, and confequently may fignify fuch a fort of 
arbour, as weil as one formed by means of two joining walls,’ 

Ch. III. Obfervation g. * If the Eaftern bricks are not very 

durable, their niortar, eipecially one fort of it, is extremely fo, 
compofed, according to Dr. Shaw, of one part of fand, two of 
wood-afhes, and three of lime, well mixed together, and beaten 
for three days and nights inceflantly with wooden mallets, The 
Door does not apply this obfervation to the illuftrating any 
paflage of fcripture ; but Sir J. Chardin, in his MS. note on 
Mal, iv. 3. * Ye fhall tread down tie wicked, for they hall 
be afbes under the foles or your feet,’ fuppofes the Prophet al- 
ludes there to the cuftom of making mortar with afhes in the 
Eaft, colle&ted from their baths. The people of Africa are 
faid to ufe mallets, but it fhould feein from the Prophets, the 
people of the more Eaftern countries trod their mortar in thofe 
times, If. xli. 25. Nahumiii. 14. In doing this, it was by no 
means neceflary that their feet fhould be naked. —Some learned 
men have fuppofed the wicked are compared to afhes, becaufe 
the Prophet had been fpeaking of their ceftru@tion under the 
notion of burning, ver. 1; but the facred writers are not wont 
to keep clofe to thofe figures they firft propofed, this paragraph 
of Malachi is a proof of it; and if they had, he would not have 
{poken of treading on the wicked /ike afbes, if it nad not been 
cuftomary in thofe times to tread afhes, which it feems was 
done when they made mortar.’ 

Ch. 1V. Obfervation 16. * It is furprifing that fo celebrated 
an author as A/ting fhould imagine thefe words of the Prophet, 
butter and honey fhall he eat, Sc. If. vii. 15, are expreffive of a 
fate of poverty; yet Vitringa, in his commentary on them, af- 
fures us this is his fentiment. The Old Teftament fo often 
{peaks of honey and milk asemblems of plenty, and the connec- 
tion between butter and milk is {o obvious, that few I believe 
have embraced his opinion. It will not however be amifs to 
cite a paflage or two from D’Arvieux’s account of his journey 
to the Grand Emir’s camp, to eftablifh this point, efpecially as 
it will give occafion to other reflections. D’Arvieux being in 
the camp of that Arab Prince, who lived in much fplendor, and 
treated him with great regard, was entertained, he tells us, the 
firft morning of his being there, with little loaves, honey, new- 
churned butter, and loaves of cream, more delicate than he evet 
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gnother place, that one of the principal things with which the 
Arabs regale themfelves at breakfaft is cream, or new butter, 
mingled with honey ; a mixture, he obferves, which feems odd, 
but which experience proves not to be bad. According to him 
shen, butter and honey is an exquifite breakfaft among the Arabs, 
and prefented by princes to thole they would honour with great 
gitincion; confequently nothing is more unhappy than the 
thought of Alting —Nothing more, I believe, is underftood by 
ys, in common, when we read thofe paffages that {peak of 
eating butter and honey, than the eating /eparately of each of 
them; but the modern Arabs, according to Rauwolff and 
D’Arvieux, often nix them together, efpecially when they would 
regale their friends more delicioufly than ufual, accordi 
to the laft-mentioned obferver, and there is reafon to think this 
is only retaining an ancient ufage, and that the eating Sutter 
and honey in the Prophet means, the eating them mingled to- 
ether. Their account furnifhes us with one corre&tion more, 
and that is, that butter and honey are ufed by grown-up people, 
and are by no means appropriated to children: thofe learned men 
then, among whom is Archbifhop Ufher, who confider butter 
and honey in If. vii. 15, as fignifying infant’s food, attach an 
idea to the words which feems to have nothing to do with them. 
Indeed, it is more probable, that they fignify the contrary, and 
fhould rather be thus tranflated, * Butter and honey fhall he 
eat, when he fhall know to refufe the evil and choofe the good :” 
that is, though now Judah is terribly harafled, and that occa- 
fions fcarcity, when this child fhall be grown up to be able to 
diftinguifh between good and evil, both thefe kings fhall be cut 
off, and this country fhall enjoy fuch plenty, that he fhall eat 
butter and honey.” There are fome other pertinent remarks in 
this article, which our limits will not allow us to tranfcribe. 
Obfervation 23. * The fhoulder of a lamb is thought in the 
Faft a great delicacy. * Abdolmelick the Caliph, on his en- 
tering into Cufa, made a fplendid entertainment. ‘* When he 
was fatdown, Amrou, the fon of Hareth, an ancient Mech- 
zumian, came in: he called him to him, and placing him by 
him on his fofa, afked him what meat he liked beft of all that 
he had ever eaten. The old Mechzumian anfwered, an afs’s 
neck well feafoned, and well roafted. You do nothing, fays 
Abdolmelick; what fay you to a leg or a fhoulder of a fucking 
lamb, well roafted, and covered over with butter and milk? The 
hiftory adds, that while he was at fupper, he faid, How fweetly 
we live, if a fhadow would laft! This prince then thought the 
thoulder of a fucking lamb one of the moft exquifite of dithes ; 
and what he faith explaineth Samuel’s ordering it to be referved 
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for the future King of Ifrael, 1 Sam. ix. 24, as well as what 
that was which was on it, the butter and the milk, which cir 
cumftance the facred Hiftorian diftinétly mentions, and which an 
European reader is apt to wonder what it fhould mean, byt 
which added fo much to the delicacy of the meat, that an Eaft. 
ern prince, as well as an Eaftern author, was led diftinGly to 
mention it.’ 

Chap. V. Obfervation 4. ‘ Different things which they 
want in travelling are done up in different parcels, frequently 
in goat or kid-fkins, and often put into one large coarfe wool. 
Jen fack ‘guarded with leather. This is the account of Sir 3 
Chardin in his MS. in a note on Gen. xliv. i. which there. 
fore I here infert. ‘* There are two forts of facks taken notice 
of in the hiftory of Jofeph, which ought not to be confounded ; 
the one fort for the corn, the other for the baggage, and every 
thing in general which a perfon carries with him for his own 
ufe. It has been already faid, there are no waggons almoft 
through al! Afia, as far as to the Indies, every thing is carried 
on beafts of burden, in facks of wool, covered with leather, 
down to the bottom, the better to make refiftance to water, &c, 
Sacks of this fort are called T'ambellit. ‘They inclofe in them 
their things, done up in large parcels. It is of this kind of 
facks we are to underftand what is faid here, and through this 
hiftory, and not of the facks in which they carried their corn, 
It would be necefflary otherwife to believe that each of the Pa- 
triarchs carried but one fack of corn out of Egypt, which is not 
at all likely, or reafonable to imagine. ‘The text on which I 
make this remark confirms my opinion, and that thefe facks of 
which the fcripture fpeaks here were very different from the facks 
of corn; for Jofeph ordered them to fill them with viCtuals as 
much as they could hold, which prefuppofes they were not full 
ofcorn. Gen. xlii. 27, furnifhes another proof of this, One 
of them opened his fack to give his afs provender in the inn, for if 
this fack had been a fack of wheat, it would follow, that they 
gave their beafts of burden wheat at that time for food, which 
is not at all probable. The tranflators of the Bible, and expo» 
fitors ftil] more, have confounded themfelves in many places, 
for want of knowing the country which ferved as a theatre to 
all the tranfactions of the Old Teftament, with refpect to the 
cuftoms practifed, and thofe things which are proper and par- 
ticular to it, which cannot be well learned but on the place 
itfelf.” 

Ch. VI. Obfervation 16. ¢ The noblenefs of Eaftern falu- 
tations confifts not merely in the attitudes into which they put 
themfelves, but in the expreffions they make ufe of, which have 





frequently fomething very devout, very fublime in them. God 


be gracious unto thee, my fan, were the words with which Jofeph 
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eceived Benjamin, Gen. xlili. 29. This, fays Chardin, would 
have been called through all Europe, and in the living lan- 
uages of this part of the world, the giving a perfon one’s be- 
sedition ; but it is a fimple falutation in Afia, and is there 
ued inftead of thofe offers and aflurances of fervice which are 
eutomary in the Weft, in firft addreffing or taking leave of an 
gquaintance. It cannot eafily be believed how eloquent the 
people of the Eaft of all religions are in wifhing good, and the 
nercies of God, to one another, on all occafions, and even thofe 
that carce know them to whom they fpeak ; yet at the fame 
time they are fome of the worft and moft double-tongued people 
inthe world. It appears from fcripture this has always been 
their character. One may fay of them in all ages that which. 
David did, They ble/s with their mouth, but they curfe inwardly.’ 

Thefe laft remarks are very fevere ; one would hope they may 
sdmit of much abatement. But di/fimulation was ever the known 
characteriftic of the Eaftern nations in general. ;, 

Sitting in a corner, it is known is regarded in the Eaft as a 
fately circumftance, and expreffive of fuperiority. This is the 
fubject of the 27th Obfervation, which is much too long for us 
toinfert; but we may juft mention the explication which he 
gives of an obfcure text, in connection with this cuftom. The 
text is Amos iii. 12. As the foepherd taketh out of the mouth of 
the lion two legs or a piece of an ear; fo foall the children of Ifrael 
be taken out that dwell in Samaria, in te corner of a bed, and in 
Damafcus in a couch, After feveral remarks and much criticifm, 
he adds, ‘ The refult of the whole is, that Amos, it fhould 
fem, is to be underftood as faying, As a fhepherd faves a 
fmall portion of a fheep or a goat, out of the jaws of a lion, 
fo, though the reft of the country fhall be miferably deftroyed, 
they hall efcape that fit, or dwell in the corner of the divan, 
on the damafk mattrafs ; the royal and moft beautified, that is, 
of all the cities of Ifrael.” The juftice and propriety of the cri- 
ticifm we fhall leave thofe of our Readers to confider who will 
examine the reafons by which our Author fupports it. 

The laft extra&t we fhall make is as follows : 

‘ Among other violences of the Arabs, that of riding into the 
houfes of thofe they mean to harafs, is not one of the leaft ob- 
fevable; the rather as it feems to be referred to in the fcrip- 
tures. To prevent this infult, Thevenot tells us, that the door 
of the houfe in which the French merchants lived at Rama, was 
hot three feet high, and that all the doors of that town were 
equally low; and he afterwards fpeaks of a large door going 
into the church at Betnlehem, which has been walled up. and 
Only a wicket left in it, three feet high and two wide, to hinder 
the Arabs from entering the church with their orfes. Other 
authors have made the like obfervations. Now may not that 
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paffage in the Proverbs refer to this, He that exalteth his 
feeketh deftruction,’ or calamity—Why is the height of a 
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. gate 
mentioned rather than other circumltances of magnificence in 





a building? It can hardly be imagined that Solomon men. 
tioned the ftatelimefs of the gateway of an houfe without a par. 
ticular meaning ; but if bands of Arabs had taken the adyan. 
tage of Jarge doors to enter into houfes that ftood in the con. 
fines of Solomon’s kingdom, or of neighbouring countries with 
which the Jews were well acquainted, there is a moft graceful 
vivacity in the apophthegm. Ido not know whether there is 
not another pafiage that refers to this riding into houfes, I mean, 
Zeph. i. 8, 9, L£ will punifh the princes and the king’s children, 
and all fuch as are clothed with firange apparel. In the fame 
- will I punifb all thofe that leap on the threfbold, which fill 
their majfter’s houfes with violence and deceit. “Fhofe that wear 
Sftrange apparel are words, which, in this connexion, feem only 
to mean the rich that were confcious of fuch power and in. 
fluence, as to dare in a time of oppreffion and danger, to avow 
their riches, and who therefore were not afraid to wear the 
precious manufactures of /frange countries, though they were 
neither magiftrates nor yet of royal defcent. A great number 
of attendants is a modern piece of Oriental magnificence; it 
appears to have been fo anciently, Ecclef. v. 11; thefe fervants 
now, it is moft certain, frequently attend their mafters on 
horfeback, richly attired, fometimes to the number of twentys 
five or thirty; if they did fo anciently, fuch a number of fer- 
vants attending great men, who are reprefented, by this very 
Prophet, as at that time in common terrible oppreflors, ch. iit. 
3, may be naturally fuppofed to ride into people’s houfes, and 
having gained an admiffion by deceit, to force from them by 
violence confiderable contributions : for this riding into houfes 
ig not mow only practifed by the Zrabs, it confequently might 
alfo be practifed anciently by others, 

. How far thefe remarks may be fatisfactory, in relation te the 
texts brought under confideration, let the Learned determine; 
to us they appear at leaft ingenious and worthy of attention. 
The Author fays, concerning his Obfervations in general, that 
they are rather of the curious and amufing kind, like moft of 
thofe made by critics on the Greek claffics, than of any great 
importance ; they are certainly curious and amufing, but they 
feem to deferve alfo an higher character. Many of them will, 
no doubt, be found very ufeful for illuftrating a variety of {crip- 
ture paflages.: and he expreffes his earneft with that care might 
be takea to fend proper perfons into the Eaftern countries, with 
a view of gaining farther affiftance of this kind. 

‘To conclude, we efteem this as a very curious and 


learned performance. The Author has not always. attended 
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carefully to his /2y/e, but we are perfuaded that circumftance 
will be overlooked by the judicious and candid Reader; and 
that Mr. Harmer’s publication will be very acceptable to all 
who are defirous of improvement in Biblical knowlege,—to all 
who with to enter more fully into the meaning of thofe parti- 
cular {cripture expreffions, allufions, and circum{ances of local 
de(cription, and ancient manners, which are underftood by few, 
even among the Learned.—But there is another view in which 
this work will meet with more uwniverfal acceptance: Con- 
fidered, merely, as a collection of the obfervations of a great 
number of the moft refpectable travellers, on a vaft variety of 
jnterefting fubjects, there is not, perhaps, a more entertaining 
mifcellany extant. 

For a farther fpecimen of Mr. Harmer’s critical abilities, par- 
ticularly with refpe&t to Biblical fubje&ts, we refer the Reader 
to our account of his ingenious performance, intitled, ‘* Oute 
lines of anew Commentary on Solomon’s Song.” See Review, 


vol, XXXVIli, P» 294+ . H 





Art. IIL. Yhe Family Preacher: Confifting of praétical Difcourfes 
for every Sunday throughout the Year: As alfo for Chriftmas- 
Day, Good Friday, and other folemn Occafions. By D. Bellamy, 
M. A. Chaplain of Kew and Peterfham in the County of Surry. 
ato. 11,18. Law. 1776. 


T is now more than twenty * years fince Mr. Bellamy’s Fa- 
Lis Preacher made its firft appearance. This length of 
time, and other circumftances, together with the ‘Author’s de- 
fire of improving the work, has, we are told, excited and en- 
couraged him to a careful revife of the whole. 

‘ Since, fays he (in his preface) the firft publication [of this 
compilement] the very mode of preaching has undergone con- 
fiderable alterations, not only as to language and length, but 
with refpe@ to formalities: to that tafte which prevails at the 
prefent day, and is countenanced by the practice of the moft 
eminent preachers, the Author has endeavoured to conform ; 
not indeed entirely rejecting order and method, but concealing 
them—ftudious neither to difguft by repetitions, nor difappoint 
by affected brevity. To accomplifh this end, which he con- 
ceived his duty to the Public demanded, not only moft of his 
materials have been new wrought, but in many inftances totally 
rejected, and their place fupplied by original compofitions care- 
fully fele&ted from near four hundred manufcripts accumulated 


in the courfe of thirty-five years miniftry in the churches of 
Peterfham, Richmond, and Kew. 





* See Review, vol. xvii. 
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« It happens, indeed, that as few of thefe difcourfes were x 
firft written with a view to publication from the prefs; it jg 
now out of his power to make thofe acknowledgments which 
he wifhes to fuch writers whofe fentiments or language he may 
have occafionally adopted.—However, under a general con. 
fcioufnefs of having ufed this liberty with a fparing hand, he 
has little fufpicion that the originality of the prefent work wil} 
ever be a fubject of doubt; and if it be remembered that the 
defign of the Author was rather to do good to others than to 
advance his own reputation, it is of little importance to know 
from what fources fome of his materials may be drawn. Hence 
it is that he has fo feldom retained his own, on fubjeCts where 
he has been favoured with the valuable compofitions of his 
friends., among whom are names which are at once an orna- 
ment to the book, and a-credit to its Author.’ 

The fubjects treated in thefe volumes are very well chofen 
for the ufe of families. The difcourfes are of the practical 
kinds ghe Author declaring that he very early felt the con- 
vidti@nt of that faying of Archbifhop Tillotfon, * the greateft 
herefy in the world is an immoral and wicked life; and this, 
it follows, is the only herefy the Reader will find him attack- 
ing, with any degree of feverity, throughout the whole work.’ 

Befide the fifty-two fermons which anfwer to the account in 
the title-page, there are fourteen others in the fecond volume, 
defigned for Good-Friday, Eafter- Day, Whitfunday, and other 
particular occafions. Thefe being regarded as treating on the 
more peculiar truths of Chriftianity, are detached from the reft, 
and follow by way of Supplement. But though there is cer- 
tainly nothing improper in providing fermons for the feafons 
above-mentioned, we fhould apprehend that what is peculiar 
in Chriftianity, fo far as it concerns us or has a practical in- 
fluence and tendency, ought to be frequently infifted on and 
intermingled with other fubjes. How can a regard to religion 
in general, or to particular branches of piety and virtue, be more 
powerfully recommended and enforced than by thofe peculiar 
arguments and motives with which divine revelation furnithes 
the Chriftian preacher ! 

We do not find that many fermons are omitted in this edi 
tion which appeared in the former. A few have different texts; 
fome are much altered, and we believe improved ; and there 
are others which were not before printed. In the former pub- 
lication we were told that feveral of the difcourfes were formed 
by extracts from thofe of different authors on the fame fubjeds 
This is the cafe alfo in the prefent edition: though moft. of 
them, we believe, have undergone fome frefh modification 
But many of the fermons in the firft colleQion, and yet moré 


in the prefent, are compofitions which have not been publitbed 
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‘a arly other way. We find twelve fermons by James Carring- 
ton, M. A. Chancellor of Exeter; fix by the Tranflator of the 
Religious Ceremonies ; two by Dr. Webfter, late Vicar of 
Ware; one, intitled, Zhe Virtuous Wife, from an authentic MS. 
of the late Thomas Bray, D. D. five by a Rev. M.A. anda 
Rev. D. D. whole names are withheld. 

We have no rcafon to be greatly furprifed if, in fuch a num- 
ber of fermons, and thus collected, there fhould be fome, and in 
one or two inftances, a con/fiderable inequality ; and perhaps this 
may frequently be difcovered in the fame fermon. But, on the 
whole, we confider this as a valuable collection, The Author 
appears to have employed much pains in preparing this edition 
for the public reception, and endeavouring to render it ufeful, 
and acceptable, as a GooD FaMILy Kook. H . 





Art. 1V. An Effay on Glandular Secretion; coataining an Experi- 
mental Enquiry into the Formation of Pus; and a Critical Exami- 
nation into an Opinion of Mr. John Hunter’s, ‘* That the Blood 
is alive.” By James Hendy, M.D. 8vo. 23. Bell. 1775. 


HE late ingenious Mr. Hewfon is known to have enter- 
tained fome curious opinions refpecting the ufe of the 
fpleen and thymus gland, The Author of this Effay appears to 
have been his pupil, and adopts his hypothefis with a degree of 
zeal which may do him honour in the character of a friend, 
though we think it not altogether confiftent with the caution 
neceflary for the inveftigation of truth. , 
General ideas of the fanctions which Dr. Hendy fuppofes the 
fpleen and thymus gland are deftined to perform in the animal 
ceconomy, miay be collected from the following extracts : 

‘ Some perfons, who were by no means mafters of Mr. Hewfon’s 
reafoning, have neverthelefs ventured to criticife his opinion con- 
cerning the ufe of the fpleen, &c. by which they not only fhewed a 
want of jgdgment, in attempting to impugn a dodrine which they 
did not underftand, but at the fame time expofed their ardent though 
fruitlefs endeavours to clip the wings of a rifing genius. He however 
could have no victorious oppofer to his towering greatnefs ; he could 
regs dangerous enemy to his future fame, but one, and that was 

eath. 

‘ There have not been wanting perfons who have affirmed, that 
the ufe Hewfon attributed to the lymphatic fyftem was no real dif- 
covery ; and have placed it amongtft the ridiculous opinions of the 
ancients, They have laid much ftrefs on the number of back-doors 
that Mr. Hewfon left, that he might efcape the artillery of medical 
critics, and defend his hypothelis. _ 

* Thus, fay they, if it be advanced againft Mr. Hewfon, that fe- 
veral animals have been deprived of their fpleen, and {till that thefe 
particles have been completely formed, he immediately flies to the 
thymus gland. If it be then remarked, that after a certain’ age this 
gland is obliterated, he will retire to the lymphatic glands, and 
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affure us that they are formed there. And laftly, if it be oppofed to 
his doétrine, that fome animals have no lymphatic glands, he then 
takes his laft fubterfuge, and defends himfelf by retiring to the 
lymphatic veffels themfelves. 

‘ To avoid this crafty oppofition, for I cannot even term it {pe. 
cious reafoning, they ought to be informed, that it is the Jymphatic 
Jyfiem which forms the red part of the blood, and that the {fpleen, 
thymus, and lymphatic glands are confidered as parts of, or appen- 
dages to, this fyitem. 

‘ I cannot avoid remarking, that one gentleman who oppofes Hew. 
fon’s doctrine, by the reafoning I have juit related, advances or rather 
fupports an opinion which is overturned by the above arguments, 
without leaving himfelf a fingle back door to creep out at. He fays, 
it is highly probable that the fpleen is fubfervient to the liver, and 
thatgte prepares the blood for that vifcus. He muft permit me to 
aft, bw the blood is prepared for the liver, when the fpleen is cut 
out ? 

In what fenfe the fpleen and thymus gland are to be con- 
fidered as parts of, or appendages to, the lymphatic fyftem, the 
following chapter will explain, viz. 

‘ That there is a propriety in calling thefe glands, of which I am 
now to fpeak, appendages to the lymphatic fyftem, I am well per- 
fuaded; and thoughI cannot enter on a full detail of the proofs 
which may be brought in fupport of this opinion, as fuch an enquiry 
would far exceed the bounds of a pamphlet, and would be a differ- 
tation that would require more time and recolleétion than I can be- 
ftow on it, I hope the particular experiments and judicious argu- 
ments which lead to this difcovery will be publithed to the world 
among the pofthumous works of their invaluable author. It will be 
fufficient to the prefent purpofe, to mention a few leading facts, and 
the general conclufions. ‘That this fyftem takes its rife from the fe- 
veral cavities, and is by no means a continuation of the arteries, is 
ingenioufly proved, by the celebrated anatomifts Drs. Monro and 
Hunter, and Mr. Hewfon. Yet, it is a fa&t, that the red particles 


of the blood are found in this fyftem of veffels*. This has been 


noticed by feveral obfervers, and, I believe, is not doubted by any. 
A queftion naturally arifes then, How fhould thefe particles come 
thither, if not formed in this fyftem? It may perhaps be anfwered, 
that they are abforbed. But furely this cannot be the cafe; for, in 
the firft place, let us confider and compare.thefe particles with the 
fcarcely vifible lymphatic orifices, which appear on the villi of the 
inteftines, where it is to be prefumed they are as large as in any part 
of the body. We have no reafon to fuppofe that capillary attraction 
fhould caufe thefe veffels to take up particles at leatt as large as their 
orifices. Befides, before they could be abforbed, they fhould be 
poured out into the cavities of the body. But this is not the cafe; 
for they are not to be found mixed with the interfticial fluids, fo far 





* * Tt is remarked by Dr. Haller, and brought as an argument to 


fupport the old idea, viz. that the lymphatic veffels are continued 
from the {mall arteries.’ 
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as they have been examined, although they might be imagined to 
happen, in confequence of the ftruggles of the animal while under 
the operation neceflary for the experiment. But to fhew that this is 
not in the leait degree probable, I muft add, that thefe particles 
appeared in the thoracic du@ immediately, both above and below a 
ligature, that was inftantly applied ; which would not be the cafe, 
if the particles were abforbed. Is it not then with the higheft pro- 
bability, that I may anfwer the queftion, and fay, that thefe particles 
are formed in this fyftem, and in thofe parts which I term its appen- 
dages, viz. the lymphatic glands, the thymus, and the fpleen, be- 
caufe they are found to aid the lymphatic fyftem in its office, and 
make the fyftem complete? 1 fhall now proceed to fpeak of the 
firu€ture of the lymphatic glands. 

‘ 1, The lymphatic glands are found pretty conftantly in certain 

arts of the human body. When their arteries and veins are injected 
with coloured liquor, thefe veffels are found to divide fo very mi- 
nutely, that they appear to be compofed of nothing elfe. And the 
fame appearance is feen, if we inje&t the lymphatic veffels with mer- 
cury. Hence I conclude that thefe two fyftems compote thefe glands 
principally ; not that I mean to exclude, the nerves. Many anatomifts 
have obferved that they are replete with cellular texture, and are in- 
vefted with a membranous tunic. The lymphatic veffels, which en- 
ter thefe glands, very frequently divide, as is obferved by Nuck and 
others, and unite again into one or more veffels, at the part at 
which they make their exit. In fome inflances, however, the gland 
is compofed fimply of a lymphatic veffel convoluted, as is proved by 
unravelling them, and after this convolution they pafs on to the 
thoracic duct. Thefe glands are obferved to be larger in young 
animals than in old ones. 

‘ 2. The thyreus is fimilar in conftru€tion to the lymphatic glands, 
except in this circumftance, that the lymphatic veffels do not enter 
and pafs through, but take their rife from this gland. It is alfo larger 
in young animals, and gradually difappears as the animal advances 
in years, and is often obliterated in the adult flate. I may remark 
alfo, that it is largeft in fome animals, not fo much according to 
their prefent fize, as in proportion to the fpeed with which they 
grow. Thus it is larger in proportion in a calf, than in the human 
fetus. Ineed not fay any thing of the fituation of this or the other 
glands, as 1: know not whether this would afford any aid to our 
reafoning. 

‘3. The fpleen is remarked by moft authors for the quantity of 
blood-veffels that pafs into it, in proportion to its bulk. It is fimi- 
lar to the laft-mentioned gland in giving rife to numbers of lymphatic 
vellels. It is faid alfo to be of a cellular texture. 

‘ Before I fpeak of the ufe of thefe parts, 1 muft refer to the Phi- 
lofophical Tranfa@ions, where proof will be met with, to eftablith 
an opinion, which Mr. Hewfon advanced, viz. that the red particles 
of the blood are compofed of two parts, acentral or middle folid 
part, and a furrounding veficle, or external covering, Mr. Hewion, 
inthe citi. lecture of his anatomical courfe, made it appear ex- 
tremely probable, that the lymphatic veffels themfelves were capable 


ef forming both thefe parts; but that, for the more completely per- 
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forming this function, the lymphatic glands were found in the ‘more 
perfect animals. That the veflels themfelves are endowed with this 
power, is proved, by obferving that fome animals, that have no 
Jymphatic glands, have this particle complete. 

‘ Jn the infant ftate there feems to be a greater demand, in the 
animal @conomy, for thefe particles ; and, on this account, perhaps, 
young animals have an additional organ, which is oblicerated ag 
they advance in life: I mean the thymas. This gland fupplies the 
central part, as appears by obfervation ; for a number of thefe pars 
ticles are brought from this organ by the lymphatic veflels, which [ 
faid, derive their origin from thence. 

‘ Though, from experiment, the fpleen appears to be an important 
organ to fanguification, yet feveral anatomiits, and amony theie Mr, 
Hewlon, have cut out this vifcus, and the animal has continued to 
Jive ; but whether with or without apparent diminution of this part 
of the blood, we have not had an opportunity of a{fcertaining: we 
muft leave this to future experiment. It is probabic, however, that 
as there are other organs anfwering the fame office, that they wiill, 
in forme degree, compenfate for its lofs. For, not only in this, but 
in other parts of the @conomy, we perceive that nature has more 
methods than one of producing the fame effect. ‘The funtion of this 
vifcus feems to be, to add the flat veficle to the central globule; for 
Mr. Hewion obferves, that the lymphatic veficls, coming out from 
the {pleen, are replete with thefe perfeétly finifhed particles: and 
what more proof can we have of the function of any vifcus? Do not 
we fay that the liver forms bile, becaufe we perceive bile come from 
it? It appears farther, that this veficular fheath is formed from the 
coagulable lymph; for we have obferved above, that the blood con- 
tained mn the {plenic vein, fcarcely coagulates ; and that the coagu- 
Jation depends on the prefence or abfence of this part of the blood, 
is too plain to be doubted.’ 

Ingenious and plaufible as this hypothefis certainly is, the 
experiments on which it is founded are too few and inconclu- 
five to produce that conviction in us which they feem to have 
afforded to our Author. 

The fecond part of this performance contains a relation of 
fome experiments which were made to afcertain whether the 
formation of pus be the confequence of fermentation; and as 
this relation cannot be well abridged, we fhall lay the whole of 
it before our Readers, with the principal reflections relating 
to it. 

ExXPERIMFNT JI, 

‘ T took three vials of equal fize, No.1. a little more than half- 
filled with freth ferom ; No, 2. filled to the fame height with ferum, 
mixed with red particles; No. 3. filled in the fame manner, with 
bland gus, which was given me by Mr. Hewfon, and which had the 
fame day been taken from the cavity cf the pleura. Thefe I placed, 
unflopped, all under the fame circumftances, in my window, and 
examined them from time to time, and obferved they putrified in the 
following order. No. 2, was fetid firft, and after it No. 1, emitted 


a fatid {mell, while No, 3, was without any, and continued g for 
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fome time after, ‘This would not have happened, if the pus had been 
formed by a proce{s, fimilar to the putrefactive fermentation. 
ExPERIMENT II, 

‘ Edinburgh, June z1, 1774, I obtained about two ounces of good 
ys, taken from an abfce{s, which, unfortunately however, was mixed 
with fome of the red particles. I alfo got the fame quantity of freth 
ferum, feparated from red particles, and an equal quantity of ferum, 
loaded with red particles. The blood, from whence [ took thefe parts, 
was taken from a patient, labouring under an inflammatory difeafe, 
two or three hours Jater than the abfcefs was opened, and the pus 
obtained. ‘The three vials containing thefe, I marked A, pus; B, 
ferum; C, ferum with red particles. Thefel placed in a baton with 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer, and expofed them tothe fun. ‘Tine de- 
gree of heat, for the moit part, was in the morning, about 58; be- 
«ween twelve and one, from 66 to 70; and in the evening, 58. 1 
alo, at times, when the fun did not fhine on them, endeavoured to 
premote the putrefaction, by placing the bafon in a water-bath, in 
a degree Of heat as near 98 as poflible, but it fcarcely ever reached 
fo high. 

‘June 26. In the evening C fhewed a flight degree of fetor, 
which was increafed during the night, fo as to be very evident the 
next morning. A, and B, quite fweet. June 27th, ditto. 

‘ June 25th, C, fatid; A, and B, fweet. zgth, C, fetid, A, 
and B, as yefterday. 30th, as yefterday. July rit. in the morn- 
ing, A, emitted a difagreeable fmell, B, ftill fweet; C, more fetid, 
July zd. A, was evidently fetid; B, gave an unpleafant fmell ; 
C, more fetid. July 3d. A, more fetid; B, evidently putrid; C, 
very fetid. 

‘ Though, in this experiment the refult is different, yet, when 
the caufe of this difference is afcertained and explained, we fhall find 
it will in no wife contradiét the conclufion drawn from our former 
experiment.—For, we muft confider, that, as the addition of the 
red particles caufed C to putrify fuch a length of time before the pure 
feum B; fo alfo the red particles, that were unavoidably mixed 
with the pus in opening the abfcefs, muft alfo promote the putrefac- 
tion of A; and it leaves us not the leait reafon to doubt, that, if it 
were not for the mixture of the red particles, which forwarded the 
putrefa€tion of the pus, that it would have remained much longer 
{weet than the ferum; at any rate, it proves, that pus, even when 
containing the red particles, is not fo putrefcenc as the ferum with 
red particles. So this experiment alfo is {atisfactory. —— 

‘ That pus, does not in the leait depend on fermentation, and 
alfo, that it is incapable of aéting as a ferment on the effuied fluids, 
Tam convinced, from the experiments, I fhall now relate. 

ExPERIMENT III, 

‘ I took a thin flice of mutton, and placed it in a deep ulcer of 
the leg, which was in a granulating ftate, and produced laudable 
pus, leaving fome of the pus to act as a ferment. 1 covered the ulcer 
with a piece of frnooth lead, and bandaged it up. 1 viewed it fome- 
time after, and foand that the piece of mutton was every way lef- 
fened, but ic was not converted into pus; on the other hand, it was 
very fetid, differing exceedingly from the fecretion that the alcer 
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formed at that time.—From this experiment, it appears, that pus jg 
not produced by a fermentation of the folidss and alfo, that the 
caute of loft fubltance, in cafes of abfceffes, is not owing to the fyb. 
ftance being converted into pus, and therefore that it muft depend 
on fome other caufe. For though the piece of flefh, in this expe- 
riment, was fo acted upon by the pus, or more probably by putre- 
faction, 1 cannot conclude that this effect would happen in an equal 
degree on a living part. For, on the contrary, we know that there 
is a power in life, of refifting the action of any caufe that tends to 
its deftrudtion, proved by applying czuftics of equal ftrength and 
fize, one to the living body, another to the dead: we fhall find the 
effect on the dead body much more confiderable than on the living, 

‘ With a view to aicertain whether the effufed fluids were jer. 
mented into gus, 1 made the following experiment : 

ExPerRiImMenrT IV. 

* Into the fame ulcer, which continued to form good pus, I poured 
a quantity of frefh ferum, which was feparated from the blood of a 
patient labouring under an acute rheumatifm, and exhibited an in- 
flammatory bufi. I left, asin the laft experiment, a {mall quantity 
of pus, to act as a ferment, and covered it with lead. When | ex. 
amined it, | found it was become very fetid. At firft I made this 
experiment with the ferum of blood which was not inflammatory; 
but Mr. Hewfon fuggefted to me, that perhaps, in order to the for. 
mation of pus by fermentation, it required that the ferum fhould be 
acted upon by inflamed vefiels, and defired me to repeat the fame 
experiment, with blood which fhewed an inflammatory cruft. The 


. refult of both, however, according to expectation, was the fame. 


‘ In order to determine whether it was the coagulable lymph that 

was changed into pus, the following experiment was made, 
EXPERIMENT V. 

‘ In the fame ulcer, with al! circumftances as recited above, | 
placed a flice of the buffy coat of inflamed bleed, 7. e¢. the coagu- 
Jable lymph coagulated. As in the other cafes, fo in this, it be- 
came fetid. This experiment, however, is not conclufive ; for it 
may be faid, that the lymph is poured out in its fluid ftate, and is 
acted upon before it coagulates. The following therefore was made, 
which is more decifive : 

| ExPERIMENT VI. 

* From the blood of a patient affected with an acute rheumatifm, 
I collected the lymph by little and little, taking advantage of the 
flownefs with which the blood coagulates, and placcd it in the ulcer, 
covering it up from the action of the air. The quantity of lymph 
was {mall ; but, as in the other experiments, fo in this, it gave a 
degree of fetor. 

* From thefe experiments I am led to conclude, that pus is not 
the confequence of fermentation; and if a morbid alteration does 
not depend on this chemical procefs, [ think there is lefs reafon to 
{uppofe that the natural fecretions are produced by any fuch means.’ 

* As | have taken pains (continues the Author) to afcertain that 
the formation of pus does not, in the fmalleft degree, depend on 
a fermentation of the folids or fluids, this is the proper place to men- 
tion cn what I think it does depend. And here, 1 exattly coincide 
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4a opinion with thofe who have affirmed that pus is fecreted by in- 


famed veffels.’ , 
The only conclufion which appears to us fairly deducible 


from the preceding experiments is, that pus does not refult from 
putrefaction. That it is formed in the inflamed veflels of an 
ulcer, has of late been pretty generally believed ; and we think 
there can be no doubt but it is produced by a certain change 
induced upon the contents of thefe veflels. If then fermenta- 
tion confifts principally in feparating the elements of a body, 
and combining fome or all of them again in new modes (as we 
believe it does) the formation of pus, notwithftanding any thing 
here advanced, may, with {trict propriety, be afcribed to a pe- 
culiar fermentative procefs; and, according to this definition, 
the fecreted fluids of the human body, not formally exifting in 
the blood, and the juices of plants not refiding in the foil where 
they grow, nor in the air by which they are furrounded, may 
be confidered as the creatures of fermentation. But the term 
probably difpleafes Dr. Hendy, and, as we mean not to difpute 
concerning words, we fhall leave him to fubftitute any other in 
its rcom. 

Our Author next examines the opinion of Mr, J. Hunter, 
which is exprefled in the title-page; and endeavours to fhew 
that it is deftitute of foundation. 

Whether in faét the blood be endowed with a vital principle 
or not is a very curious and abftrufe inquiry ; but our Author 
has treated the fubject too fuperficially to afford much fatisfac- 
tion to the intelligent phyfiologift ; and indeed to us he does 
not feem pofleffed of that critical acumen which a fuccefsful dif- 
cuflion of this quefti ould require. 

queftion w equ B aie, 





Art. V. The Lufiad, continued. See our laft. 
ONTESQUIEU, in his Spirit of Laws, has, with a de- 


gree of impartiality by no means peculiar to his cha- 
rafter, allowed that the Lufiad unites the charms of the Odyf- 
fey with the magnificence of the Eneid ; he might have added, 
and with the majeftic fpirit and divine energy of the Iliad. The 
encomium had been far from extravagance. The fire of the 
Meonian Bard glows in the eye of Camoens, while he bears 
upon his afpect the ferene dignity of the Mantuan Mule. But 
he not only unites the powers of compofition that characterize 
the three ancient poems ; he affociates their different interetts. 
The ftrong unconquered paflions, the martial ardour, and 
flormy valour of the heroes at Troy, are powerfully reprefented 
in Gama’s narrative of the Lufians and their wars. His piety, 
his tender attachment to his country, and affection for his 
Punce, make us feel every thing for him that we have felc for 
Virgil’s 
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Virgil’s hero; and whatever attention, curiofity, or Concern 


the man, 

Qui mores hominum multorum vidit————~ 
the roautAas dog Oduocevs could poflibly excite in the Reader 
- all thefe muft be awakened in a more interefling manner by the 
hero of the Lufiad. 

The poet, after propofing his fubject (for the fubftance of 
which fee our jaft Review) addrefles himfelf in thefe beautify! 
lines to the nymphs of the Tagus: 

‘ And you, fair Nymphs of Tagus, parent ftream, 
If e’er your meadows were my paftoral theme, 
While you have liften’d, and by moonfhine feen 
My footfteps wander oer your banks of green, 

O come aufpicious, and the fong infpire 

With all the boldnefs of your Hero’s fire: 

Deep and majeftic let the numbers flow, 

And, rapt to heaven, with ardent fury glow, 
Unlike the verfe that fpeaks the lover’s grief, 
When heaving fighs afford their foft relief, 

And humble reeds bewail the fhepherd’s pain: 
But like the warlike trumpet be the firain 

To roufe the Hero’s rage, and far around, 

With equal powers, your warriors’ deeds refound,’ 

The defcriptions of the Portuguefe fleet * on the wide and 
lonefome main, unplow’d before,’ and of Jupiter in council, 
are highly poetical and picturefque : 

‘ Now far from land, o’er Neptune’s dread abode 
The Lufitanian fleet triumphant rode ; 
Onward they traced the wide and lonefome main, 
Where changeful Proteus leads his fcaly train; 
47 The dancing vanes before the Zephyrs flow’d, 

And their bold keels the tracklefs Ocean plow’d; 

Unplow’'d before, the green-ting’d billows rofe, 

And curl’d and whiten’d round the nodding prows. 

When Jove, the god who with a thought conirouls 

The raging feas, and balances the poles, 

From heav’n beheld, and wiil’d, in fovereign fate, 

To fix the eaftern world’s depending fate : 

Swift at his nod th’ Olympian herald flies, 

And calls th’ immortal fenate of the fkies ; 

Where, from the fovereign throne of earth and heaven, 

Th’ immutable decrees of fate are given. 

Inftant the Regents of the fpheres of light, 

And thofe who rule the paler orbs of night, 

With thofe, the gods whofe delegated {way 

The burning South and frozen North obey ; 

And they whofe empires fee the day-ftar rife, 

And evening Pheebus leave the weftern tkies, 

All inftant pour’d along the milky road, 


Heaven’s chryftal pavements glittering as they trode: “i 
n 














Mickle’s 77 anflation of the Lufiad, 37% 


And now, obedient to the dread command, 
Before their awful Lord in order ftand. 
‘ Sublime and dreadful on his regal throne, 
That glow’d with ftars, and bright as lightning fhone, 
Th’ immortal Sire, who darts the thunder, fate, 
The crown and {ceptre added folemn ttate ; 
The crown, of heaven’s own pearls, whofe ardent rays, 
Flam’d round his brows, outfhone the diamond’s blaze; 
His breath fuch gales of vital fragrance fhed, 
As might, with fudden life, infpire the dead : 
Supreme Controul throned in his awful eyes 
Appear’d, and mark’d the Monarch of the fkies, 
On feats that burn’d with pearl and ruddy gold, 
The fubjec&t gods their fovereign Lord infold, 
Each in his rank, when, with a voice that fhook 
The towers of heaven, the world’s dread Ruler fpoke,’ 
No painting can be more delicate than the following evening 
fcene, at fea ; yet we would recommend it to the Author to alter 
the epithets glittering and daify, purely to prevent too great a 
jingle with giiffening and refy : 
* Now fhooting o’er the flood his fervid blaze, 
The red-brow'd Sun withdraws his beamy rays ; 
Safe in the bay the crew forget their cares, 
And peaceful reft their wearied ftrength repairs. 
Calm Twilight now his drowfy mantle {preads, 
And fhade on fhade, the gloom ftill deepening theds. 
The Moon, full orb’d, forfakes her watery cave, 
And lifts her lovely head above the wave. 
The {nowy f{plendors of her modett ray 
Stream o’er the glif’ning waves, and quivering play : 
Around her, glittering on the heav’ns arch’d brow, 
Unnumber’d ftars, enclos’d in azure, glow, 
Thick as the dew-drops of the rofy dawn, 
Or May-flowers crouding o’er the daify-lawn : 
The canvas whitens in the filvery beam, 
And with a paler red the pendants gleam : 
The mafts’ tall fhadows tremble o'er the deep ; 
The peaceful winds an holy filence keep ; 
The watchman’s carol echo’d from the prows, 
Alone, at times, awakes the ftill repofe.’ 
aa is no pafling unnoticed the appearance of Aurora, 
when 


With gentle hand, as feeming oft to paufe, 
The purple curtains of the morn fhe draws. 
The fun comes forth 
Can any thing be more elegant ? 
_ The Operation and effect of fire arms, then unknown to the 
‘oors, who had formed an ambulcade to feize the Portuguefe, 
When they went on fhore for water, are finely defcribed ; 
‘ Where, up the land, a grove of palms enclofe, 
And caft their fhadows where the fountain flows, 
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The lurking ambuth from their treacherous ftand 
Beheld the combat burning on the ftrand: 

They fee the flath with fudden lightnings flare, 
And the blue fmoke flow rolling on the air: 
They fee their warriors drop, and, ftarting, hear 
The lingering thunders burfting on their ear. 
Amazed, appall’d, the treacherous ambufh fled, 
And raged *, and curit their birth, and quaked with dread. 
The bands that vaunting fhew’d their threaten'd might, 
With flaughter gored, precipitate in flight ; 

Yet oft, though trembling, on the foe they turn 
Their eyes that red with luft of vengeance burn: 
Aghaft with fear, and flern with defperate rage 
The flying war with dreadful howls they wage, 
Flints +, clods, and javelins hurling as they fly, 
As rage and wild defpair their hands fupply : 

And foon difperft, their bands attempt no more 
To guard the fountain or defend the fhore: 

O’er the wide Jawns no more their troops appear ; 
Nor fleeps the vengeance of the Victor here ; 

To teach the nations what tremendous fate 

From his right arm on perjur’d vows fhould wait, 
He feized the time to awe the eaftern world, 

And on the breach of faith his thunders hurl'd. 
From his black fhips the fudden lightnings blaze, 
And o’er old Ocean flafh their dreadful rays : 
White clouds on clouds inroll'd the fmoke afcends, 
The burfting tumult heaven's wide concave rends : 
The bays and caverns of the winding fhore 
Repeat the cannon’s and the mortar’s roar : 

The bombs, far flaming, hifs along the fky, 

And whirring through the air the bullets fly ; 

The wounded air with hollow deafen’d found, 
Groans to the direful ftrife, and trembles round. 

* Now from the Moorifh town the fheets of fire, 
Wide blaze fucceeding blaze, to heaven afpire. 
Black rife the clouds of fmoke, and by the gales 
Borne down, in ftreams hang hovering o’er the vales ; 
And flowly floating round the mountain’s head 
Their pitchy mantle o’er the landfcape fpread. 








ad e maldizia 
O wclbo inerte, ea may, quee filbo cria, 


Thus tranflated by Fanfhaw, 





curft their ill luck, 
Th old Devil and the Dam that gave them fuck, 


+ Fiints, clods, and javelins burling as they fly, 
As rage, Se. 

Famque faces et faxa volant, furor arma miniftrat. Vine, En. |, 
The Spanifh Commentator on this place relates a very extraordinary inftance of the 
uror arma minifirans, A Portuguefe foldier at the fiege of Diu in the Indies being 
furrounded by the enemy, and having no ball to charge his mufket, puiled out one 

of his teeth, and with it fupplied the place of a bullet, 
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Unnumber’d fea-fow! rifing from the hore, 

Beat round in whirls at every cannon’s roar: 

Where o’er the fmoke the mafts’ tall heads appear, 
Hovering they fcream, then dart with fudden fear, 
On trembling wings far round and round they fly, 
And fill with difmal clang their native fky. 

Thus fled in rout confusd the treacherous Moors 
From field to field, then, haftning to the fhores, 
Some truft in boats their wealth and lives to fave, 
And wild with dread they plunge into the wave ; 
Some fpread their arms to {wim, and fome beneath 
The whelming billows, ftruggling, pant for breath, 
Then whirl’d aloft their noftrils fpout the brine; 
While fhowering ftill from many a carabine 

The leaden hail their fails and veffels tore, 

Till itruggling hard they reach’d the neighb’ring fhore : 
Due vengeance thus their perfidy repay’d, 

And Gama’s terrors to the Eaft difplay’d.” 


The firft book concludes with bringing the hero of the poem 
in view of Mombaze, The verfes here are are the moft elegant 
and moft pathetic imaginable: 


‘ Between the ifle and Ethiopia's land 
A narrow current laves each adverfe ftrand ; 
Clofe by the margin where the green tide flows, 
Full to the bay a lordly city rofe ; 

With fervid blaze the glowing evening pours 
Its purple fplendors o’er the lofty towers ; 
The lofty towers with milder luftre gleam, 
And gently tremble in the glaffy ftream. 

Here reign’d an hoary King of ancient fame ; 
Mombaze the town, and fertile ifland’s name. 

‘ As when the pilgrim, who with weary pace 
Through lonely waftes untrod by human race, 
For many a day difconfolate has ftray’d, 

The turf his bed, the wild-wood boughs his fhade, 

O’erjoy’d beholds the cheerful feats of men 

In grateful profpe& rifing on his ken: 

So Gama joy’d, who many a dreary day 

Had trac’d the vaft, the lonefome watery way, 

Had feen new ftars, unknown to Europe, rife, 

And brav’d the horrors of the polar fkies : 

So joy’d his bounding heart, when proudly rear’d, 

The fplendid City o’er the wave appear’d, 

Where heaven’s own lore, he trufted, was obey’d, 

And Holy Faith her facred rites difplay’d. 

And now fwift crowding through the horned bay 

The Moorifh barges wing’d their foamy way, 

To Gama’s fleet with friendly fmiles they bore 

The choiceft produéts of their cultured fhore. 

But there fell rancour veil’d its ferpent-head, 

Though feftive rofes o’er the gifts were {preade 
For 
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For Bacchus veil’d, in human fhape, was here; 
And pour’d his counfel in the Sovereign’s ear, 
‘ O piteous lot of Man’s uncertain ftate! 
What woes on life’s unhappy journey wait! 
When joyful hope would grafp its fond defire, 
The long-fought tranfports in the grafp expire. 
By fea what treacherous calms, what rufhing ftorms, 
And death attendant in a thoufand forms! 
By land what ftrife, what plots of fecret guile, 
How many a wound from many a treacherous {mile! 
O where fhall Man efcape his numerous foes, 
And reft his weary head in fafe repofe !’ 
The defcription of Venus, in the fecond book, is in the 
richeft ftyle of painting : 
« Adown her neck, tore white than virgin fnow, 
Of fofteft hue the golden treffes flow ; 
Her heaving breafts of purer, fofter white, 
Than fnow hills gliftening in the moon’s pale light, 
Except where covered by the fafh, were bare, 
And Love, unfeen, fmil’d foft, and panted there: 
Nor lefs the zone the god’s fond zeal employs, 
The zone.awakes the flames of fecret joys, 
As ivy tendrils round her limbs divine 
Their fpreading arms the young defires entwine : 
Below her waift, and quivering on the gale, 
Of thinneft texture, flows the filken veil.’ 
" The addrefs to the Mufe, at the opening of the third book, is 
remarkably fpirited and poetical, and the Author has tranflated 
it in his happieft manner; but we wifh him to be at the pains 
of altering the fecond line. ‘Thus the Poet addrefles Calliope, 


the Epic Mufe, and miftrefs of Apollo: 

* So may the patron of the healing art, 

The blooming god, to thee incline his heart ; 

From thee, the mother of his darling fon, 

May never wandering thought to Daphne run: 

May never Clytia, nor Leucothoe’s pride 

Henceforth with thee his changeful love divide. 

Then aid, O faireft Nymph, my fond defire, 

And give my verfe the Lufian warlike fire : 

Fired by the fong, the liftening world thall know 

That Aganippe’s ftreams from Tagus flow. 

Oh, let no more the flowers of Pindus fhine 

On. thy fair breaft, or round thy temples twine: 

On Tago’s banks a richer chaplet blows, 

And with the tuneful god my bofom glows : 

I feel, I feel the mighty power infufe, 

And bathe my fpirit in Aonian dews!? 

This book furnifhes us. with a moft animated and moft beat 

tiful fpecimen of the tranflation in general. It is part of 
Gama’s narrative of the Portuguefe hiftory to the King of Me- 


Jinda, and defcribes an invafion of the Moors in the po “ 
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Alonzo the Fourth of Portugal, who went to the affiftance of 
his fon-in-law, the King of Caftile: 

‘ When Babel’s haughty Emprefs bared the {word, 
And o’er Hydafpes’ lawns her legions pour’d ; 
When dreadful Attila, to whom was* given 
That fearful name, the Scourge of angry heaven, 
The fields of trembling Italy o’er-ran 
With many a Gothic tribe and northern clan ; 
Not fuch unnumber’d banners then were feen, 

As now in fair Tartefia’s dalés convene ; 
Numidia’s bow and Mauritania’s fpear, 

And all the might of Hagar’s race was here ; 
Granada’s mongrels join their numerous hott, 
‘To thofe who dared the feas from Lybia’s coatt. 
Awed by the fury of fuch ponderous force 

The proud Caftilian tries each hoped refource ; 
Yet not by terror fer himfelf infpired, 

For Spain he trembled, and for Spain was fired. 
His much-loved bride his meffenger he + fends, 
And to the hoftile Lufian lowly bends. 

The much-loved daughter of the King implored, 
Now fues her father for her wedded Lord. 

The beauteous dame approach’d the palace gate, 
Where her great Sire was throned in regal ftate : 
On her fair face deep-fettled grief appears, 

And her mild eyes were bathed in gliitening tears ; 
Her carelefs ringlets, as a mourner’s, flow 
Adown her fhoulders and her breafts of fnow: 

A fecret tranfport through the father ran, 

While thus, in fighs, the royal bride began : 

‘ And know’ft thou not, O warlike King, fhe cry’d, 
That furious Afric pours her peopled tide ; 

Her barbarous nations o’er the fields of Spain ? 
Morocco’s Lord commands the dreadful train. 
Ne’er fince the furges bathed the circling coatt, 
Beneath one ftandard march’d fo dread an hoft : 
Such the dire fiercenefs of their brutal rage, 
Pale are our braveft youth as palfied age. 

. By night our father’s fhades confefs their } fear, 
Their fhrieks of terror from the tombs we hear : 


én —— 


* Attila, a king of the Huns, furnamed The Scourge of God. He lived ia the 
fifth century, He may be reckoned among the greateft conquerors, 

t His much-loved bride—The Princefs Mary. She was a Lady of great beauty 
and virtue, but was exceedingly ill ufed by her hufband, who was violently attached 
to his miftreffes, though he owed his crown to the affiftance of his father-in-law, 
the king of Portugal, 

t — By night our fathers’ foades confefs their fear, 

Their fhricks of terror from the tombs we hear, 
Camsens fays, A mortos faz efpanto,” to give this elegance in Englith required a 
paraphrafe. There is fomething wildly great, and agreeable to the fuperftition of 
that age, to fuppofe that the dead were troubled in their graves, on the approach of 
fo terrible an army. ‘The French tranflator, contrary to the original, afcribes this 
terror to the ghoft of only one Prince, by which this ftroke of Camdens, in- the 

irit of Shakefpeare, is reduced to a piece of unmeaning frippery, rT 
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To ftem the rage of thefe unnumber’d bands, 
Alone, O Sire, my gallant hufband ftands ; 

His little hoft alone their breaits oppofe 

To the barb’d darts of Spain’s innumerous fees : 


Then hafte, O Monarch, thou whofe conquering {pear 


Has chill’d Malucca’s fultry waves with fear; 

Hafte to the refcue of diftrefs’d Cafteel, 

(Oh! be that fmile thy dear affection’s feal !) 

And fpeed, my father, ere my hufband's fate 

Be fixt, and I, deprived of regal ftate, 

Be left in captive folitude forlorn, 

My fpoufe, my kingdom, and my birth to mourn, 
‘ In tears, and trembling, {poke the filial queen, 

So loft in grief was lovely Venus * feen, 

When Jove her Sire, the beauteous mourner pray’d 

‘To grant her wandering fon the promifed aid. 

Great Jove was moved to hear the fair deplore, 

Gave all fhe afked, and griev’d the afk’d no more, 

So grieved Alonzo’s noble heart. And now 

‘The warrior binds in fteel his awful brow ; 

The glittering fquadrons march in proud array, 

On burnifh’d fhields the trembling fun-beams play ; 

The blaze of arms the warlike rage infpires, 

And wakes from flothful peace the hero’s fires. 

With trampling hoofs Evora’s plains rebound, 

And fprightly neighings eccho far around ; 

Far on each fide the clouds of duft arife, 

The drum’s rough rattling rowls along the fkies ; 

The trumpet’s fhrilly clangor founds alarms, 

And each heart burns, and ardent pants for arms. 

Where their bright blaze the royal enfigns pour’d, 

High o’er the reft the great Alonzo tower’d ; 

High o’er the reft was his bold front admired, 

And his keen eyes new warmth, new force infpired, 

Proudly he march’d, and now in Tarif’s plain 

The two Alonzoes join their martial train : 

Right to the foe, in battle-rank updrawn, 

They paufe—the mountain and the wide-fpread lawn 

Afford not foot-room for the crowded foe : 

Awed with the horrors of the lifted blow 

Pale look’d our braveft heroes. Swell’d with pride, 

The foes already conquer’d Spain divide, 

And lordly o'er the field the promifed victors ftride. 

So ftrode in Elah’s vale the towering height 

Of Gath’s proud champion ; fo with pale affright 

The Hebrews trembled, while with impious pride 

The large-limb’d foe the fhepherd boy defy’d: 

The valiant boy advancing fits the firing, 

And round his head he whirls the founding fling ; 

The monfter ftaggers with the forceful wound, 

And his huge bulk lies groaning on the ground. 
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Such impious fcorn the Moor’s proud bofom fwell’d, 
WwW hen our thin fquadrons took the battle- field ; 
Unconfcious of the Pewer who led us on, 

That Power whofe nod confounds th’ infernal throne ; 
Led by that Power, the brave Caftilian bared 
The fhining blade, and 7 Morocco dared 3 
His conq ucring bra nd the Lufian hero drew, 
And on Granada’s fons refilef, flew ; 
The lances rattle and the flinters ing, 
And the broad faulchions on a the bucklers ring: : 
With piercing flrieks the Moors their P rophet s name, 
And ours their guardian Saint aloud acclaim. 
Wounds guth on wounds, and blows refound to blows, 
A lake ot blood the level plain o’erfows 
The wounded galping in the purpie tide, 
Now find the death the a but half fu pplied. 
Though * wove and —< lted by their Ladies’ hands, 
Vain were the mail-platcs of Granada’s bands, 
With fuch dreed foece the Luiian rufh’d along, 
Steep'd in red carnage lay the | boat ful throng. 
Yet now difdainful of {0 lig ta prize, 
Sheer o’er the field the thi undering hero fites ; 
And his bold arm the brave ( altilian j dins 
In dreadful confli& with the Moorifh lines. 

‘ The parting Sun now pour’d the ruddy blaze, 
And twinkling Vefper fhot his filvery rays 
Athwart the gloom, and clofed the glorious day, 
When low in dutt the itrength of F Afric lay. 
Such dreadful flaughter of the boaftful Moor 
Never on battle ficid was heap’d before ; 
Not he whofe childheed vow’d eternal hate 
And defperate wer againit the Roman ftate : 
Though three Nrong Courfers bent beneath the weight 
Of rings of gold, by many a Roman Knight, 
Erewhile, the badge of rank diitingaifh Gv, worn, 
From their cold hands at i anna’s ilanghter torn; 
Not his dread {word befpread the reeking piain 
With fuch wide flreams of gore, and hills of flain; 
Nor thine, O Tirus, to the Stygtan coat, 
From blood-ftain’d Saiem fent /o many a ghoft; 
Though ages ere the fell, the Prophets old 
The dreadful fcene of Salem’s fali foretold, 
In words that breathe wild ho-ror: Nor the fhore, 
When carnage choak’d the ftream, fo fmoak’d with gore, 





J Though qwovem—It may perhaps be objected, that this is ungrammatical, But 
Ufus 

Quem penes arbitri:m of, et jus et norma ioquendi, 
and Dryden, Pope, &c. often ufe cvzve a3 a participie in place Di harfh es 
woven, a word almoft incompatible with the ek gance of verlifications The more 
harmonious word ought therefore to be ufed; and uleswill afcertain its definition in 
grammar, 
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When Marius’ fainting legions drank the flood, 
Yet warm and purpied with Ambronian + blood ; 
Not fuch the heaps as now the plains of Tarif itrew'd,’ 
This truty claffical and noble defcription places the genius of 
Camceas in the moft diftinguiihed light, and his Tranflator hag 
done himfelf the hichef! honour, in making his Author live ip 
the felnefs of his fprric, and in all the ftrength, harmony, and 
beauty of our heroic ver:e, Numbers more artfully varied 
more judiciou!ly difpofed to produce the fine effe& of imitative 
hermory, we have feldom met with. The drum, the trumpet 
are diilincily heard; the fhock of battle is felt, and the un. 
weildy movement of an immenfe army, by the extenfion or fuf- 
penfion of the numeric paufe, is brought home to the eye, 
Indced the Trapflator excels in this circumftance of his art, 
many iuttances of which have occurred to us in the perufal of 
the poem, 
the prows, their /peed ftopt, o’er the furges nod, 
* * * * 7 * + * * 


‘} he boatmen leaning on their refted oars 

Freathe fhort 
With many more, of the like expreflive and appropriated na- 
ture. There is but one word in the above extract we with the 
‘Lranflator to alter, Tor /heer we would fubftitute ferce. 

It is impoffible to pafs from this charming book, without 
exprefling our admiration of the following lines, which apolo- 
gize for the amorous foible of Fernando, one of the Kings of 
Portugal, the fecond in fucceffion to the laft-mentioned Alonzo: 


¢ And who can boaft he never felt the fires, 
The trembling throbbings of the young defires, 
When he beheld the breathing roles glow, 

And the foft heavings of the living fnow ; 

The waving ringlets of the auburn hair, 

And all the rapturous graces of the Fair! 

Oh! what defence, if fixt on him, he fpy 

The languid fweetnefs of the fledfalt eve ! 

Ye who have felt the dear luxurious fmart, 
When angel charms opprefs the powerlefs heart, 
In pity here relent the brow fevere, 

And o’er Fernando’s weakneis drop the tear.’ 


The fecond, fourth, and fifth couplets of the above quotation 
{tand unexcelled, we had almoft faid unrivalled, by any tran- 
fiated verfe. 








t When the foldiers of Marius complained of thirft, he pointed to a river near 
the comp of the Ambroncs 3 there, fays he, you may drink, but it muft be purchaled 
with blood. Lead us on, they replied, that we may have fomething liquid, though ° 
it be blocd, ‘The Romans forcing their way to the river, the channel was filled with 
the dead bodies of the flain. Vid. Blut. ‘ 
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In the fourth book the imperfonated appearance of the Ganges 
and the Indus, in a dream, to Emanuel King of Portugal, under 
whofe aufpices thefe great difcoveries and conquefts were made 
in the Eaft, is quite in the claffical ttle and fpirit : 


¢ Now from the fky the facred light withdrawn, 
O’er heaven’s clear azure fhone the ftars of dawn, 
Deep Silence fpread her gloomy wings around, 
And human griefs were wrapt in fleep profound. 
The monarch flumber’d on his golden bed, 
Yet anxious cares poffeit his thoughtful head ; 
His generous foul, intent on public good, 
The glorious duties of his birth review’d. 
When fent by heaven a facred dream infpired 
His labouring mind, and with its radiance fired : 
High to the clouds his towering head was rear’d, 
New worlds, and nations fierce and ftrange appear’d ; 
The purple dawning o’er the mountains flow’d, 
The forelt-boughs with yellow f{pleodor glow’d ; 
High from the tteep two copious glafly ilreams 
Roll'd down, and glitter d in the morning beams; 
Here various monfters of the wild were feen, 
And birds of plumage, azure, f{carlet, green: 
Here various herbs, and flowers of various bloom ; 
There black as night the forett’s horrid gloom, 
Whofe fhaggy brakes, by human itep untrod, 
Darken’d the glaring lion’s dread abode. 
Here as the monarch fix’d his wondering eyes, 
‘Two hoary fathers from the ftreams arile ; 
Their afpeét ruitic, yet a reverend grace 
Appeared majettic on their wrinkled face: 
Their tawny beards uncomb’d, and f{weepy long, 
Adown their knees in thaggy ringlets hung ; 
From every lock the chryital drops diftill, 
And bathe their limbs as in a trickling rill; 
Gay wreaths of flowers, of fruitage, and of boughs, 
Nameleis in Europe, crown’d their furrow’d brows, 
3ent o’er his itaff, more fialver’d o’er with years, 
Worn with a longer way, the One appears ; 
Who now flow beckoning with his wither’d hand, 
As now advanced before the King they itand : 

‘ O thou, whom worlds to Europe yet unknown, 
Are doom’d to yield, and dignify thy crown ; 
To thee our golden fhores the Fates decree; 
Our necks, unbow’d before, fhall bend to thee. 
Wide through the world refounds our wealthy fame ; 
Halte, {peed thy prows, that fated wealth to claim. 
From Paradife my hallowed waters {pring ; 
‘Khe facred Ganges !, my brother king 
‘Th’ illuftrious author of the Indian name: 
Yee toil fhall languifh, and the fighe thail fame; 
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Our faireft lawns with ftreaming gore fhall fmoke, 
Ere yet our fhoulders bend beneath thy yoke ; 
But thou fhalt conquer: all thine eyes furvey, 
With all our various tribes fhall own thy fway. 

* He fpoke; and melting in a filvery ftream 
Both difappear'd; when waking from his dream, 
The wondering monarch thrill’d with awe divine, 
Weighs in his lofty thoughts the facred fign,’ 


When the King, in confequence of this vifion, kad feleMed 
the hero of this poem, Vafco De Gama, for the enterprife, the 
latter relates his addrefs to the monarch, on the occafion, in thefe 
{trong and impaffioned terms : 





_ pee § Let fkies on fire, 

Let frozen feas, let horrid war confpire, 

I dare them all, I cried, and but repine 

That one poor life is all I can refign. 

Did to my lot Alcides’ labours fall, 

For you my joyful heart would dare them all; 
The ghaftly realms of death could man invade 
For you my fteps fhould trace the ghaflly thade.’ 


The folemnities, facred and focial, which attended the de. 
parture of the fleet on this defperate expedition, have fomething 
in them pathetic and noble, and altogether worthy of the Epic: 


* Where foaming on the fhore the tide appears, 
A facred fane its hoary arches rears : 
Dim o’er the fea the evening fhades defcend, 
And at the holy fhrine devout we bend : 
There, while the tapers o’er the altar blaze, 
Our prayers and earneft vows to heaven we raife. 
‘* Safe through the deep, where every yawning wave 
‘© Still to the Sailor’s eye difplays his grave ; 
‘* Through howling tempefts, and through gulphs untry’d, 
“* O! mighty God! be thou our watchful guide.” 
While kneeling thus before the facred fhrine, 
In Holy Faith’s moft folemn rite we join ; 
Our peace with heaven the bread of peace confirms, 
And meek contrition every bofom warms : 
Sudden the lights extinguifh’d, all around 
Dread filence reigns, and midnight gloom profound : 
A facred horror pants on every breath, 
And each firm breaft devotes itfelf to death, 
An offer’d facrifice, fworn to obey 
My nod, and follow where I lead the way; 
Now proftrate round the hallow’d fhrine we lie, 
Till rofy morn befpreads the eaftern fky ; 
Then, breathing fixt refolves, my daring mates 
March to the fhips, while pour’d from Lifbon’s gates, 
Thoufands on thoufands crowding, prefs along, 
A woeful, weeping, melancholy throng, 
A thoufand white-robed prieits our fteps attend, - 
Aud prayers, and holy vows to heaven afcend ; 
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A {cene fo folemn, and the tender woe 

Of parting friends, confrained my tears to flow. 
‘To weigh our anchors from our native fhore—— 
To dare new oceans never dared before 
Perhaps to fee my native coaft no more —~ 
Forgive, O king, if as a man 1 feel, 

I bear no bofom of obdurate fteel. 

(The godlike hero kere fuppreit the figh, 
And wiped the tear-drop from his manly eye; 
Then thus ref{uming—) All the peopled thore 
An awful, filent look of anguifh wore ; 
Affection, friendfhip, all the kindred ties 

Of {poufe and parent languifh’d in their eyes : 
As men they never fhould again behold, 
Self-offer’d victims to deitruction fold, 

‘On us they fixt the eager look of woe, 

While tears o'er every cheek began to flow ; 
When thus aloud, Alas! my fon, my fon, 

An hoary Sire exclaims, oh! whither run, 
My heart’s fole joy, my trembling age’s ttay, 





‘To yield thy limbs the dread fea-moniter’s prey ! 


To feek thy burial in the raging wave, 
And leave me cheerlefs finking to the grave ! 
Was it for this I watch d thy tender years, 
And bore each fever of a father’s fears ! 
Alas! my boy !—His voice is heard no more, 
The female fhriek refounds along the thore: 
With hair dithevell’d, through the yielding crowd 
A lovely bride fprings on, and {creams aloud ; 
Oh! where, my hufband, where to feas unknown, 
Where would’ft thou fly me, and my love difown ! 
And wilt thou, cruel, to the deep confign 
That valued life, the joy, the foul of mine: 
And muft our loves, and all our kindred train 
Of rapt endearments, all expire in vain! 
All the dear tranfports of the warm embrace, 
When mutual love infpired each raptured face! 
Moft all, alas! be fcatter’d in the wind, 
Nor thou beftow one lingering look behind ! 

“ Such the lorn parents’ and the {poufes’ woes, 
Such o’er the ftrand the voice of wailing rofe ; 


‘From breaft to breaft the foft contagion crept, 


Moved by the woeful found the children wept ; 
The mountain ecchoes catch the big-fwoln fighs, 
And through the dales prolong the matron’s cries ; 
The yellow fands with tears are filver’d o’er, 
Our fate the mountains and the beach deplore. 
Yet firm we march, nor turn one glance afide 
On hoary parent, or on lovely bride. 
Though glory fired our hearts, too well we knew 
What foft affeftion and what love could do. 

Cc 3 
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The laft embrace the braveft worft can bear: 
The bitter yearning: of the parting tear 
Sullen we fhun, unable to fuflain 

The melting paflion of fuch tender pain.’ 

In the fifth book the defcription of the {pirit of the Cape of 
Tempefts, now caicd the Cape cf Good Hope, is dreadfully 
fublime, anc, perhaps, unequalled : 

. Now profp’rous gales the bending canvas fwell’d ; 
From thefe rude fhores our fearlefs courte we held: 
Beneath the gliftening wave the God of day 
Had now five times withdrawn the parting ray, 

When o’er the prow a fudden darknes {pread, 

And flowly floating o’er the maft’s tall head 

A tlack cloud hover’d: nor appear’d from far 

The moon's pale elimpfe, nor faintly twinkling ftar; 

So deep a gloom the Jcuring vapour caft, 

Transfixt with awe the braveit itood aghatt. 

Meanwhile a hollow burfling roar refounds, 

As when houarfe iarges Jafh their rocky mounds; : 

Nor had the blacken:ne wave, nor frowning a 

The wonted figns of eal hering tempeit given. 

Amazed we ftood—O thou, our fortune’s guide, 

Avert this Omen, mighty God,—lI cried ; 

Or through forbidden climes adventrous ftray’d, 

Have we the fecrets of the deep furvey’d, 

Which thefe wide folitudes of feas and fky 
Were doom’d to hide from man’s unhallow’d eye? 
Whate’er this prodigy, it threatens more 

Than midnight tempefls and the mingled roar, 
When fea and fky combine to rock the marble fhore. 

‘ I fp oke, when rifing through the darken’d air, 

Appall’d we faw an hideous Phi: antom glare; 

High and enormous o’er the flood he tower’d, 
And thwart our way with fallen afpedt lour'd : 
An earthy palenefs o’er his checks was fpread, 
Ere& uprofe his hairs of wither’d red ; 
Writhing to fpeak his fable lips difclofe, 
Sharp and disjoin’d, his gnafhing teeth’s blue rows ; 
His haggard beard flow’d quivering on the wind, 
Revenge and horror in his mien combined ; 
‘His clouded front, by withering lightnings {cared, 
The inward anguifh of his foul declared. 
His red eyes glowing from th. ir dufky caves 
Shot livid fires: Far ecchoing o’er the waves 
His voice refounded. as the cavern’d fhore 
With hollow groan repeats the tem pelt’s roar. 
Cold gliding ¢ horrors thrill’d each hero’s breatt, 
Our briftling hairs and tottering knees confeft 
Wiid dread, the while with vilage ghaflly wan, 
His black lips trembling, thus the fiend began.’ 
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After prediting fome dreadful evils that fhould befal the 
Portugucle, 

‘ He paus’d, in act ftill farther to difclofe 
A long, a dreary prophecy of woes : 
When ipringing onward, loud my voice refounds, 
And midft his rage the threatening Shade confounds, 
What art thou, Horrid Form, that ridett the air? 
By heaven’s eternal light, ftern Fiend, declare. 
His lips he writhes, his eyes far round he throws, 
And from his breait deep hollow groans aiofe, 
Sternly afkaance he flood: with wounded pride 
And anguiih torn, In me, behold, he cried, 
While dark-red tparkles from his eyeballs roll’d, 
In me the Spirit of the Cape behold, 
That rock by you the Cape of Tempefts named, 
By Neptune’s rage in horrid earthquakes framed, 
When Jove’s red bolts o’er Tisan’s offspring flamed. 
With wide ftretch’d piles 2 guard the pathlefs ftrand, 
And Afric’s fouthern mound unmoved | fland: 
Nor Roman prow, nor daring Tyrian oar 
Ere dafh'd the white wave foaming to my fhore; 
Nor Greece nor Carthage ever {pread the fail 
On thefe my feas to catch the trading gale 
You, you alone have dared to plough my main, 
And with the human voice difturb my lonetome reign,’ 

We propofed to conclude the Article before us in this Re- 
view, but we were not then fo fully apprized of the merit of the 
work. We fhould be wanting in refpect to the tafte and en- 
tertainment of our Readers, in the attention due to the very in- 
genious Tranflator, and even in regard to our own gratification, 
fhould we not introduce Mr. Mickle and his Lufiad to the pub- 


lic eye once mere. L 





rs Vi. Amwell, a Deicriptive Poem. Dg John Scott, big. giv. 
2s. Dilly. 1776. 

BOUT fixteen years ago we reviewed fome elegant little 
A poems, characterifed by a natural enthufiafm, harmony, 
and fimplicity, under the title of Evegies, deferittive and moral*. 
Not long afterwards we learnt that they were the production of 
the ingenious Author of the poem before us, a Gentleman of 
fortune, who lives in a beautiful retirement, embeliifhed by his 
own tafle and genius, at the place he defcribest. ‘That, 
amidtt the multiplicity of poetical publications which pafs un- 
der our review, we retain a lively and diftinct idea of thofe 
Elegies, is, at leaft, fo far as our opinion may be repofed upon, 
an indubitabie proof of their merit. 


oes —- ——s 


* See Review, vol. xxi. p. 68. 
+ Near Ware, Hertfordthire. 
. C © 4 ‘hofe 














Amwell, a Defcriptive Poem, 


Thofe rural fcenes and images which ftrike upon a youn 
mind impregnated with the feeds of poetry, and, of courfe 
with an ardent love of Nature—which ftrike with a degree of 
enthufiafm that feems, like other generous paffions, to have its 
empire, indeed, in youth, but can never be divorced from me- 
mory—thofe fcenes and images are the objects of this eafy and 
melodicus poem. 





‘ My roving fight 

Purfues its pleafing courfe o’er neighb’ring hills, 
Where frequent hedge-rows interfect rich fields 

Of many a different form and different hue, 

Bright with ripe corn, or green with grafs, or dark 
With clover’s purple bloom ; o’er Wipsury’s mount 
With that fair crefcent crown’d of lofty elms, 

Its own peculiar boafi; and o'er the woods 

That round immure the deep fequefter’d dale 

Of Lancuey, down whofe flow’r-embroider'd meads 
Swift Asu through pebbly fhores meandering rolls, 
Elyfian feene! as from the living world 

Secluded quite ; for of that world, to him 

Whofe wanderings trace thy winding length, appears 
No mark, fave one white folitary {pire 

At diltance rifing through the tufted trees— 
Elyfian fcene ! reclufe as that, fo fam’d 

For folitude, by Warwick’s ancient walls, 

Where under umbrage of the mofly cliff 
Vitorious Guy, fo legends fay, reclin’d 

His hoary head befide the filver ftream, 

In meditation rapt Elyfian fcene! 

At evening often, while the fetting fun 

On the green fummit of thy eaftern groves 

Pour’d full his yellow radiance ; while the voice 
Of Zeruye whifpering midit the ruftling leaves, 
The found of water murmuring through the fedge, 
The turtle’s plaintive call, and mufic foft 

Of diftant bells, whofe ever varying notes, 

In flow fad meafure mov’d, combin’d to footh 

The foul to {weet folemnity of thought ; 

Beneath thy branchy bowers of thickeft gloom, 
Much on the imperfect ftate of Man I have mus'd; 
How Pain o’er half his hours her iron reign 
Ruthlefs extends ; how Pleafure from the path 

Of Innocence allures his iteps ; how Hope 

Fixes his eye on future joy, that flies 

His fond purfuit ; how Fear his fhuddering heart 
Alarms with fancy’d ill ; how Doubt and Care 
Perplex his thought; how foon the tender rofe 

Of Beauty fades, the fturdy oak of Strength 
Declines to earth, and over all our pride 

Stern Time triumphant ftands.’ 
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After lamenting, in the clofe of thefe melancholy ideas, the 


dea 


th of fome particular friends, the Author refumes his de- 


fesiptive pencil : 


« When melancholy thus has chang’d to grief, 
That grief in foft forgetfulnefs to lofe, 
] have left the gloom for gayer fcenes, and fought 
Through winding paths of venerable fhade, 
‘The airy brow where that tall fpreading beech 
O’ertops furrounding groves, up rocky ileeps, 
Tree over tree difpos’d ; or flretching far 
Their fhadowy coverts down th’ indented fide 
Of fair corn-fields ; or piere’d with funny glades, 
That yield the cafual glimpfe of flowery meads 
And fhining filver rills ; on thefe the eye 
Then wont to expatiate pleas d ; or more remote 
Survey'd yon vale of Lee, in verdant length 
Of level lawn f{pread out to Kenr’s blue hills, 
And the proud range of glitt ring fpires that rife 
In mifty air on THames’s crouded thores. 

* How beautiful, how various is the view 
Of thefe fweet paftoral landfcapes! fair, perhaps, 
As thofe renown’d of old, from Tasor’s height, 
Or CarMEL feen; or thofe, the pride of Greece, 
Tempe or Arcapy ; or thofe that grac’d 
The banks of clear ELoxrus, or the fkirts 
Of thymy Hysta, where Sicivia’s ifle 
Smiles on the azure main; there once was heard 
The Mufe’s lofty lay. How beautiful, 
How various is yon view! delicious hills 
Bounding fmooth vales, fmooth vales by winding fireams 
Divided, that here glide through grafly banks 
In open fun, there wander under fhade 
Of afpen tall, or ancient elm, whofe boughs 
O’erhang grey caftles, and romantic farms, 
And humble cots of happy fhepherd {wains ; 
Delightful habitations! with the fong 
Of birds melodious charm’d, and bleat of flocks 
From upland paftures heard, and low of kine 
Grazing the rufhy mead, and mingled founds 
Of falling waters and of whifp’ring winds ; 
Delightful habitations ! o’er the land 
Difpers’d around, from WattHam’s Ofier'd ifles 
To where bleak Nasinc’s lonely tower o’erlooks 
Her verdant fields ; from Rayopon’s pleafant groves 
And Hunspon’s bowers on StrortT's irriguous marge, 
Ey Ruye’s old walls, to Hopspon’s airy flreet ; 
From Haty’s woodland to the flow’ry meads 
Of willow fhaded StansTev, and the flope 
Of Amwetu’s Mount, that crown’d with yellow corn 
There from the green flat, foftly fweiling, thows 





Like 





And now the Poet gives us a more particular and more 
phical view of Amwell: 








Amwell, a Defcriptive Poem. 


Like fome bright vernal cloud by Zephyr’s breath 


Juit rais’d above the horizon’s azure bound,’ 


Stas 


* As one long travell’d on ITatta’s plains, 
The land of pomp and beauty, ftill his feet 
On his own At BION joys to fix again ; 
So my pleas’d eye, which o’er the profpect wide 
Has wancer’d round, and various objects mark’d, 
On Avwe tt refts at Jaft, its favourite fcene! 
How picture:que the view! where up the fide 
Of that fleep bank, her roofs of rufiet thatch 
Rife mix’d with trees, above whofe {welling tops 
Afcends the tall church tow’r, and loftier ftill 
The hill’s extended ridge: how picturefque! 
Where flow beneath that bank the filver ftream 
Glides by the flowery ifle, and willow groves 
Wave on its northern verge, with trembling tufts 
Of ofier intermix’d. How picturefque 
‘The flender group of airy elm, the clump 
Of pollard oak, or afh, with ivy brown 
Entwin'd ; the walnuts gloomy breadth of boughs, 
The orchard’s ancient fence of rugged pales, 
The hay-ftack’s dufky cone, the mofs-grown fhed, 
The clay-built barn ; the elder-fhaded cot, 
W hofe white-wafh’d gable prominent through green 
Of waving branches fhows, perchance infcrib'd 
With fome pait owner’s name, or rudely grac’d 
With ruftic dial, that fcarcely ferves to mark 
"Lime’s ceafelefs flight; the wall with mantling vines 
O erfpread, the porch with climbing woodbine wreath'd, 
And under fhelte,ing eves the funny bench 
Where brown hives range, whote bufy tenants fill, 
With drowfy hum, the little garden gay, 
Whence blooming beans, and {picy herbs, and flowers, 
Exhale around a rich perfume! Here retts 
The empty wain ; there idle lies the plough =" 
By Summer’s hand unharnefs‘d, here the tteed, 
Short eafe enjoying crops the datfied lawn; 
Here bleats the nurfling lamb, the heifer there 
Waits at the yard-gate lowing. By the road 
Where the neat ale-houfe ftands (io once ftood thine, 
Deferted Ausurn! in immortal fong 
Confign’d to Fame) the cottage fire recounts 
Vhe praife he earn’d, when crofs the fieid he drew 
The ttraighteit furrow, or neareit built the rick, 
Or led the reaper band in fultry noons 
With unabating flrength, or won the prize 
At many a crowded wake. Befide her door, 
The cottage matron whirls her circling wheel, 
And jocand chaunts her lay : the cottage maid 
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Feeds from her loaded lap her mingled train 

Of clamorous hungry fowls; or o’er the ftyle 
Leaning with downcaft look, the artlefs tale 

Of evening couruhip hears: the fportive troop 
Of cottage children on the graffy wafte 

Mix in rude gambols, or the bounding ball 
Circle from hand to hand, or ruitic notes 

Wake on their pipes of jointed reed: while near 
Tine careful fhepherd’s frequent. falling ftrokes 
Fix on the fallow lea his hurdled fold.’ 


Scarcely any thing of the defcriptive kind can be more poetis 
cal than the farewell addrefs to the fcene and fubje& of this 
elegant poem : 





‘ Thou fweet Vill, 
Farewell! and ye, {weet fields, where Plenty's horn 
Pours liberal boons, and Health propitious deigns 
Her chearing {mile! you not the parching air 

Of arid fands, you nct the vapours chill 

Of humid fens annoy; Favonius wing, 

From off your thyme-banks and your trefoil meads, 
Wafts balmy redolence; robuit and gay, 

Your f{wains induftrious iffue to their toil, - 

Till your rich glebe, or in your granaries ftore 

Its generous produce: annual ye refound 

Tne ploughman’s fong, as he through reeking foil 
Guides flow his fhining fhare ; ye annual hear 

‘1 ke fhouts of harveft, and the prattling train 

Of chearful gleaners :—and th’ alternate flrokes 
Ot loud flails echoing from your loaded barns, 
The pallid Morn in dark November wake. 

But, happy as ye are, in marks of wealth 

And population ; not for thefe, or aught 

Betide, with 1 in hyperbolic {trains 

Of vain applaufe to elevate your fame 

Above all other fcenes; for fcenes as fair 

Have charm’d my fight, but tranfient was the view : 
You, through al! feafons, in each varied hour 

For cbiervation happieft, oft my Leps 

Have travers’d o’er ; oft Fancy’s eye has feen 

Gay Spring trip lightly on your lovely lawns, 

To wake frefh flowers at morn; and Summer fpread 
His liiilefs limbs, at noontide, on the marge 

Of fmooth tranflucent peols, where willows green 
Gave fhade, and breezes from the wild mint’s bloom 
Brought odour exquifite ; oft Fancy’s ear, 

Deep in the gloom of evening woods, has heard 
The laft fad tigh of Autumn, when his throne 

To Winter he refign’d.’ 


We have fpoken with better information of this performance 
caufe we know the different Jandfcapes defcribed, but we 
have not {poken in Letter terms of it becaufe we know the Au- 


thor ; 
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thor; yet, had even this been the cafe, whoever elfe knows 
him, would have held us almoft excufable. L 





es 


Art. VII. Continuation of the Account of Mr. Gibbon’s Hiftory of 
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. 


N our Review for March, we gave a general chara@ter of 
this excellent work, and a fhort account of what is con. 
tained in the three firft chapters of it: we now proceed, with. 
out any farther introduction, to the remaining contents of the 
volume. 

In chap. 1V. we are prefented with a view of the cruelties 
follies, and murder of Commodus. This execrable and con. 
temptible tyrant was not, what fome hiftorians have reprefented 
him to be, a tiger born with an infatiate thirft of human blood, 
and capable, from his infancy, of the moft inhuman a@tions, 
Nature, Mr, Gibbon obferves, had formed him of a weak, 
rather than’ a wicked difpofition. His fimplicity and timidity 
rendered him the flave of his attendants, who gradually cor 
supted his mind. His cruelty, which at firft obeyed the dic. 
tates of others, degenerated into habit, and at length became 
the ruling paffion of his foul. 

We have likewife, in this chapter, an account of the election 


of Pertinax, his attempts to reform the ftate, and his affaffina- | 


tion by the Prztorian guards. 

The fifth chapter is introduced with a concife, but clear and 
diftinct account of the inftitution, the flrength and confidence 
of the Ptwtorian bands, whofe licentious fury was the firt 
fymptom and caufe of the decline of the Roman empire. 

‘ They derived their inftitution from Auguftus. That crafty ty- 
rant, fenfible that laws might colour, but that arms alone could 
maintain, his ufurped dominion, had gradually formed this power- 
ful body of guards in conftant readinefs to protect his perfon, to 


awe the fenate, and either to prevent or to crufh the firft motions , 


of rebellion. He diftinguifhed thefe favourite troops by a double 
pay, and fuperior privileges ; but, as their formidable afpect would 
at once have alarmed and irritated the Roman people, three cohorts 


only were ftationed in the capital; whilft the remainder was dif ¢ 


perfed in the adjacent towns of Italy. But after fifty years of peace 
and fervitude, Tiberius ventured on a decifive meafure, which for 
ever rivetted the fetters of his country. Under the fair pretences of 
relieving Italy from the heavy burden of military quarters, and of 
introducing a ftricter difcipline among the guards, he affembled 
them at Rome, in a permanent camp, which was fortified with {kilful 
care, and placed on a commanding fituation. 

‘ Such formidable fervants are always neceflary, but often fatal to 
the throne of defpotifm. By thus introducing the Praetorian guards 
as it were, into the palace and the fenate, the Emperors taught them 
to perceive their own flrength, and the weaknefs of the civil go 
vernment; to view the vices of their matters with familiar contempt 
and to lay afide that reverential awe, which diftance only, and my* 
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very, can preferve, towards an imaginary power. In the luxurious 
cdienefs of an opulent city, their pride was nourifhed by the fenfe of 
their irrefiftible weight ; nor was it poflible to conceal from them, 
that the perfon of the fovereign, the authority of the fenate, the 
ublic treafure, and the feat of empire, were all in their hands. 
To divert the Pratorian bands from thefe dangerous reflections, 
the frmeft and beft eftablifhed princes were obliged to mix blandith- 
ments with coinmands, rewards with punifhments, to flatter their 
ride, indulge their pleafures, connive at their irregularities, and 
to purchafe their precarious faith by a liberal donative ; which, 
fnce the elevation of Claudius, was exacted as a legal claim, on the 
acceflion of every new Emperor. 

‘ The advocates of the guards endeavoured to juflify by arguments, 
the power which they afferted by arms; and to maintain that, ac- 
cording to the beft principles of the confitution, ¢heir confent was 
eflentially neceffary in the appointment of an Emperor. The elec- 
tion of confuls, of generals, and of magiltrates, however it had been 
recently ufurped by the fenate, was the ancient and undoubred right 
of the Roman people. But where was the Roman people to be 
found? Not furely amongit the mixed multitude of flaves and 
trangers that filled the itreets of Rome; 2 fervile populace, as de- 
void of fpirit as deftitute of property. ‘Fhe defenders of the tate, 
flected from the flower of the Italian youth, and trained in the 
exercife of arms and virtue, were the genuine reprefentatives of the 
people, and the beft entitled to eleét the military chief of the re- 
public. Thefe affertions, however defective in reafon, became un- 
anfwerable, when the fierce Pratorians increafed their weight, by 
throwing like the barbarian conqueror of Rome, their {words into 
the fcale. 

‘ The Pretorians had violated the fandity of the throne, by the 
atrocious murder of Pertinax; they difhonoured the majeity of it, 
by their fubfequent conduct, ‘The camp was without a leader, for 
even the prefect Letus, who had excited the tempeft, prudently de- 
clined the public indignation. Amidit the wild diforder Sulpicianus, 
the Emperor’s father-in-law, and governor of the city, who had been 
fent to the camp on the firft alarm of mutiny, was endeavouring to 
calm the fury of the multitude, when he was filenced by the cla- 
morous return of the murderers, bearing on a lance the head of Per- 
tinax. Though hiftory has accuftomed us to obferve every princi- 
ple and every paffion yield to the imperious dictates of ambition, it 
1s {carcely credible that, in thefe moments of horror, Sulpicianus 
fhould have afpired to afcend a throne ftreaming with the blood of 
fo near a relation, and fo excellent a prince. He had already be- 
gun to ufe the only effectual argument, and to treat for the Imperial 
dignity ; but the more prudent of the Pretorians, apprehenfive that, 
in this private contraét, they fhould not obtain a juft price for fo 
Valuable a commodity, ran out upon the ramparts; and, witha 
loud voice, proclaimed that the Roman world was to be difpofed of 
to the beft bidder by public auction. 

_* This infamous offer, the moft infolent excefs of military licence, 


difufed an univerfal grief, fhame, and indignation throughout the 


Cty. It reached at length the ars of Didius Julianus, a wealthy 
fenator, 
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fenator, who, regardlefs of the public calamities, was indalgin 
himfelf in the luxury of the table. His wife and his daughter, }j. 
freedmen and his parafites, eafily convinced him that he deferved 
the throne, and earneftly conjured him to embrace fo fortunate an 
opportunity. The vain old man haitened to the Pretorian camp 
where Sulpicianus was ftill in treaty with the guards; and began to 
bid againit him from the foot of the rampart. The unworthy ne. 
gociation was tranfacled by faithful emiflaries, who paffed alter. 
nately from one candidate to the other, and acquainted each of them 
with the offers of his rival. Sulpicianus had already promifed ¢ 
donative of five thoufand drachms (above one hundred and fixty 
pounds) to each foldier ; when Julian, eager for the prize, rofe at 
once to the fum of fix thoufand two hundred and fifty drachms, or 
upwards of two hundred pounds fterling. The gates of the cam 
were initantly thrown open to the purchafer; he was declared Em. 

eror, and received an oath of allegiance from the foldiers, who re 
tained humanity enough to ftipulate that he fhould pardon and for. 
get the competition ot Sulpicianus. | 

* It was now incumbent on the Pretorians to fulfil the conditions 
of the fale. They placed their new fovereign, whom they ferved 
and defpifed, in the center of the ranks, furrounded him on ever 
fide with their fhields, and conducted him in clofe order of battle 
through the deferted ftreets of the city. The fenate was commanded 
to aflemble, and thofe who had been the diftinguifhed friends of 
Pertinax, or the perfonal enemies of Julian, found it neceflary to 
affeét a more than common fhare of fatisfaction at this happy revo. 
lution. After Julian had filled the fenate-houfe with armed fol- 
diers, he expatiated on the freedom of his election, his own emi- 
nent virtues, and his full affurance of the affections of the fenate, 
‘The obfequious affembly congratulated their own and the public fe- 
licity ; engaged their allegiance, and conferred on him all the fe 
veral branches of the imperial power. From the fenate Julian was 
conducted by the fame military proceflion, to take poffetiion of the 
palace. The firft objects which flruck his eyes, were the abandoned 
trunk of Pertinax, and the frugal entertainment prepared for his 
fupper. The one he viewed with indifference; the other with con- 





tempt. A magnificent feait was prepared by his order, and he J 


anuied himfelf till a very late hour, with dice, and the performances 
of Pylades, a celebrated dancer. Yet it was obferved, that after the 
crowd of flatterers difperfed, and left him to darknefs, folitude, 
and terrible reflection, he pafled a fleeplefs night; revolving mott 
probably in his mind his own rath folly, the fate of his virtuous 
redecefior, and the doubtful and dangerous tenure of an empire, 
which had not been deferved by merit, but purchafed by money. 

‘ He had reafon totremble. On the throne of the world he found 
himfelf without a friend, and even.without an adherent. The guards 
them{elves were afhamed of the prince whom their avarice had 
created ; nor was there a citizen who did not confider his elevation 
with horror, as the laft infult on the Roman name. The nobility, 
whoie confpicuous ftation and ample pofleffions exacted the ftrictel 
caution, diflembled their fentiments, and met the affeéted civility ® 


the Emperor with {miles of complacency and profeffions of ~~ 
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Bot the people, fecure in their numbers and obfcurity, gave a free 
yent to their paflions. ‘The itreets and public places of Rome re- 
foanded with clamours and imprecations. The enraged multitude 
afronted the perion of Julian, rejected his liberality, and, confcious 
of the impotence of their own refentment, they called aloud on the 
Jegions of the frontiers to aflert the violated majeity of the Romaa 
em ire.’ 
in the remaining part of this chapter, we have an account 
of the civil wars and victory of Severus over his rivals. Mr. 
Gibbon does not enter into a minute narrative of the military 
operations of this Emperor, but collects into one point of view 
the moft ftriking circumftances, tending to develope his cha« 
rater, and the ftate of the empire. We cannot, within the 
limits which muft be affigned to this Article, give our Readers 
a diftin&t view of what he has faid on this interefting part of 
his fubject, but muft, though with reluctance, refer them to 
the work itfelf, where they will find the character and condué 
of Severus delineated with great ability, and with claffical ele- 
ance. 
He, properly, obferves that the arts employed by Severus 
cannot be juftified by the moft ample privileges of ftate-reafon 
—He promifed only to betray, he flattered only to ruin, and 
however he might occafionally bind himfe!f by oaths and trea- 
ties, his confcience, obfequious to his intereft, always releafed 
him from the inconvenient obligation.—He concludes this 
chapter with faying, that the contemporaries of Severus, in the 
enjoyment of the peace and glory of his reign, forgave the 
cruelties by which it had been introduced, but that pofterity, 
who experienced the fatal effects of his maxims and example, 
juftly confidered him as the principal author of the decline of 
the Roman empire. 

The tyranny of Caracalla, the follies of Elagabalus, and the 
virtues of Alexander Severus, are prefented to our view in the 
fixth chapter. But the perfonal characters of the Emperors, 
their victories, laws, follies, and fortunes, can intereft us no 
farther, as Mr. Gibbon obferves, than as they are conneéted 
with the general hiftory of the decline and fall of the monarchy. 
His conftant attention to this great object makes him take par- 
ticular notice, in the chapter now before us, of a moft im- 
portant edict of Antoninus Caracalla, which communicated to 
all the free inhabitants of the empire the name and privileges of 
Roman citizens. The confequences of this univerfal freedom 
are briefly pointed out,, but with great diftinétnefs and perfpi- 
Cuity; and the Author takes occafion, from this part of his 
fubject, to make fome very pertinent and inftrudtive obferva- 
tions on the finances of the Roman ftate, from the victorious 
ages of the commonwealth to the reign of Alexander Severus. 
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The feventh chapter is introduced with fome general reflec. 
tions on the apparent ridicule, but real and folid advantages 
of hereditary fucceffion. Our Hiftorian then proceeds to ob. 
ferve, that after the murder of Alexander Severus, and the ele. 
vation of Maximin, no Emperor could think himfelf fafe upon 
the throne, and that every barbarian peafant of the frontier 
might afpire to that auguft, but dangerous ftation. He goes on 
to relate the birth and fortunes of Maximus and Balbinus, and 
the three Gordians—the ufurpation and fecular games of Philip, 
&c. and concludes the chapter in the following manner: 

‘ Since Romulus, with a {mall band of fhepherds and outlaws, for. 
tified himfelf on the hills near the Tyber, ten centuries had already 
elapfed. During the four firft ages, the Romans, in the laborious 
fchool of poverty, had acquired the virtues of war and government, 
By the vigorous exertion of thofe virtues, and by the afliftance of 
fortune, they had obtained, in the courfe of the three fucceeding 
centuries, an abfolute empire over many countries of Europe, Afia, 
and Africa. The laft three handred years had been confumed ip 
apparent profperity and internal decline. The nation of foldiers, 
magiftrates, and legiflators, who compofed the thirty. five tribes of 
the Roman people, was diffolved into the common mafs of mankind, 
and confounded with the millions of fervile provincials, who had re. 
ceived the name, without adopting the fpirit of Romans. A mer- 
cenary army, levied among the fubjeéts and barbarians of the fron- 
tier, was the only order of men who preferved and abufed their in- 
dependence. By their tumultuary election, a Syrian, a Goth, or 
an Arab, was exalted to the throne of Rome, and invefted with de- 
{potic power over the conqueiis and over the country of the Scipios. 

‘ The limits of the Roman empire {till extended from the Weftern 
Ocean to the Tigris, and from Mount Atlas to the Rhine and the 
Danube. To the undifcerning eye of the vulgar, Philip appeared 
a monarch no Jefs powerful than Hadrian or Auguttus had formerly 
been. ‘The form was ftill the fame, but the animating health and 
vigour were fied, The induftry of the people was difcouraged and 
exhaufted by a long feries of oppreflion. ‘The difcipline of the le- 
gions, which alone, after the extinction of every other virrue, had 
propped the greatnefs of the ftate, was corrupted by the ambition, 
or relaxed by the weaknefs of the Emperors. The ftrength of the 


. frontiers, which had always confifted in arms rather than in fortifi- 


cations, was infenfibly undermined ; and the faireft provinces were 
left expofed to the rapacioufnefs or ambition of the barbarians, who 
foon difcovered the decline of the Roman empire.’ 

As the government and religion of Perfia are conneéted with 
the decline and fall of the Roman empire, our Author, in his 
eighth chapter, confiders the ftate of Perfia after the reftoration 
of the monarchy by Artaxerxes, and in his ninth, the ftate of 
Germany till the invafion of the barbarians, in the time of the 
Emperor Decius. Both thefe chapters are no lefs entertaining 
than inftru€ive, and contain very evident and ftriking proofs 


of the Author’s judgment, and enlarged and liberal views. an 
¢ 














ForEIGN CoRRESPONDENCE, 393 


The tenth chapter is introduced in the following manner: 

‘ From the great fecular games celebrated by Philip, to the death 
of the Emperor Gallienus, there elapfed twenty years of fhame and 
misfortune. During that calamitous period, every inftant of time 
was marked, every province of the Roman world was affli€ed,, by 
barbarous invaders and military tyrants, and the ruined empire 
feemed to approach the lait and fatal moment of its diffolution. 
The confufion of the times, and the fearcity of authentic memorials, 
oppoie equal difficulties to the hiftorian, who attempts to preferve a 
clear and unbroken thread of narration. Surrounded with imperfect 
fragments, always concife, often obfcure, and fometimes contradic 
tory, he is reduced to colleét, to compare, and to conjecture: and 
though he ought never to place his conjectures in the rank of faéts, 
yet the knowledge of human nature, and of the fure operation of its 
ferce and unreitrained paflions, might, on fome occafions, fupply 
the want of hiltorical materials.’ 

In this chapter we have an account of the Gorus, that 
great people, who acted fo memorable a part in the fubverfion 
of the Weftern Empire, who broke the Roman power, facked 
the capital, and reigned in Gaul, in Spain, and in Italy, Mr. 
Gibbon inquires into their origin, their religion, &c. relates 
the various events of the Gothic war, their naval expeditions, 
&c, together with the character and violent deaths of the thirty 
tyrants. In this chapter too, we have an account of the ori- 


"gin and confederacy of the Franks, and of the origin and re- 


nown of the Suevi; but for all thefe particulars we mult refer 


to the work itfelf. 
(To be concluded in another Article.) RK ° 





FOREIGN LITERATURE, 
(By our CoRRESPONDENTS.) 


FRANCE. 
ArT. LI. 

S the Natural Hiftory of St. Domingo and the adjacent 

ilands has not been unfolded to the view of the Public 
by any remarkable adepts in that fcience, and has only been 
accidentally treated by miffionaries, mariners, or merchants, 
the following prodution will undoubtedly meet with a favour- 
able reception, Effai far 0 Hiftorre Naturelle de St. Domingue: 
i.e, dn Ejay concerning the Natural Hiflary of the Ifland of St. 
Dimingo, with Plotes. 41776. It is not a complete Natural 
Hittory of the ifland in queftion that the Reader is to expect in 
this performance, which is rather a collection of obfervations, 
made without any fixed plan, but made upon the fpot, as oc- 
Cafion offered, with great attention, judgment, and accuracy, 
and with a f{pirit of inguiry entirely unbiafled by the accounts 
or defcriptions of preceding writers, All the objects of natural 


hiftory, here exhibited, are arranged in alphabetical order, and 
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fome of them prefent interefting difcoveries. Our Author’s 
account of the natives and the negroes is curious and inftryc. 
tive ; and his defcription of that part of the ifland, that is oc. 
cupied by the French colony, its productions, population, com- 
merce, manufadures, civil and ecclefiaftical government, js 
accurate and interefting. Father Nicholfon, a learned Domj- 
nicen, who refided fome years in St. Domingo, is the Author 
of this eflay. 

II. Difcours fur les Monwmens Publics de tous les Ages & de tous 
Jes Peuples connus, fuivi @une Defcription du Monument projetté g 
la Glorie de Louis XVI. de la France, Sc. i.e. A Difcourfe con. 
cerning the Public Monuments of all the Ages and Nations known in 
Hiftory, followed by a Defcription of the Monument that was pro- 


jected in Honcur of Lewis XVI. and of the Kingdom of France, and’ 


concluded by fome Obfervations on the modern Monuments of 
the city of Paris, and the Methods that may be ufed for adorn. 
ing and improving that City. By the Abbé pz Lusersac, 
Vicar-peneral of Narbonne. 1776. In this vaft and laborious 
undertaking the account of ancient monuments, and the Au- 
thor’s obfervations upon them, are fo arranged as to forma kind 
ef compendious hiftory of the Arts and their progrefs, drawn 
from a multitude of materials, which are at prefent difperfed 


in a great variety of Greek and Latin authors, ancient remains, | 


enpravings, and defigns. 

T Father Maia, a French Jefuit, employed forty years 
of refidence at Pekin in the compofition of dn Hiflory of 
‘China, tranflated or extracted from the Grand Annals, (as they 
are called) the moft authentic literary fource of Chinefe ftory, 
which has been handed down as facred through different dynaf- 
ties. This great enterprife, which the famous Mr. Freret un- 
dertook but did not execute, was happily finifhed by Father 
Mailla; and, fince his death, the Abbe Grofier has been ap- 
pointed (by the Academy of Infcriptions and Belles Lettres} 
to prepare the work for the prefs, and to publifh it in 12 vo- 
lumes, ato. The Profpeé?us is already publifhed by that Abbé, 
and is adapted to convey a favourable opinion of the work and 
of the Editor. In this Profpeé?us Mr. Pauw’s refearches con- 
cerning the Chinefe are examined, refuted, and cenfured, with 
judgment and fpirit, mingled with more than a fufficient por- 
tion of warmth and acrimony. 

IV. Mr. Rousset, an eminent phyfician of the faculty of 
Montpellier, has publifhed a curious and interefting work, 
intitled, Sy/eme phyfique & morale de la Femme ou Tableau Philifo- 
phigue de la Conflitution, &c. i.e. Woman phyfically and morally 
confidered, or a Philofophical Expofition of the Conflitution, Organt- 
cal Struéture, Manners, and Funétions that are peculiar to the Fe 
male Sex. This work is divided into two parts. In the “< 
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the Author treats of thofe qualities and characters that are com- 
mon to both fexes, but are neverthelefs fufceptible of modifi- 
cations and of a certain degree of diverfity : and in the fecond 
he points cut and examines the diftinctive characters of the 
two fexes, or rather the qualities that are peculiar to the female 
fex, There is a variety of ingenious and pleafing difquifitions 
in this philofophical production. 

V. The gentleman farmer will find ufeful views, though not 
always happily nor concifely expreiied, in the following work, 
which has been lately publifhed at Paris in 4to, and in 8vo, by 
the bookfeller Pancoucke. Tra‘te de la Connciffance Générale des 
Grains & de la Mouture par Econamte, Se. 1.e. A Treatife con- 
cerning the univerfal Knowledge of Grain, with an Account of the 
Manner of Grinding that produces the greate/t Quantity of good 
Fleur; containing aljo Defcriptions of the Mechanifm and Conftruction 
if feveral Kinds of Miils, with Infiruétions revative to tae Purchafe 
and Prefervation cf Grain, and to public and private Granaries, 
ce, ce. by Mr. BeGuiLLeR, Advocate to the States of Bur- 
gundy. Among other curious things contained in this work, 
(which is accompanied with cuts well coloured) there is a me- 
moir, tranfmitted from Pekin, relative to the Chinefe method 
of preferving corn, and the laws of their police-with refpect to 
sthat article. The firft volume in gto, (which makes two in 
8vo,) of this work, is already publ:fhed. 

Vi. Effai fur Pimpot: i.e. An Effay upon Taxes and the Me- 
thid of raifing them. , 

VU. Reflexions Philofophigues fur PImpot: i.e. Phiiofsphical 
Reflexicns on Taxation. By Mr. Jenom TirauT pE La Noug. 
There are excellent obfervations in this piece, which breathes 
the fpirit of a judicious, zealous, and virtuous patriot. 

VIII. The ingenious Baron pe St. Croix has publithed, 
with confiderable additions and corrections (in a 4to volume of 


356 pages) his Critical Examination of the ancient Hiflcrians of 


Alexander the Great. ‘The French title is, Examen Critique des 
anciens Hiftoriens d’ Alexandre le Grand. ‘This fubjeét was pro- 
pofed, with a prize annexed, by the Academy of In(criptions 
and Belles Lettres; and the piece before us obtained the prize, 
and that defervedly, Lhe principal hiftorians, who have re- 
lated the events that happened in the reign of Alexander, and 
the exploits of that hot-headed conqueror, are Dicdorus Siculus, 
Plutarch, Arrian, Quintus Curtius, and Fuftin. In the firft fec- 
tion of this work, our Autbor appreciates the refpective merit 
and demerit of thefe hiftorians, and examines the opinion of 
the ancients concerning other writers, who have related the ex~- 
ploits of the Macedonian Hero, fuch as Clitarchus, Caili/thenes, 
Oncficritus, Hegefias, Ptolemy, and Arifiobulus, whofe works are 
loft, In the fecond feétion he follows Alexander in his military 
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expeditions, examines ambiguous facts, compares different ac. 
counts, €xpolcs various errors, ventures upon feveral conjectures, 
but ftill proceeds on the principies, and under the direétion of 
true criticifm. In the third fection Monf. pe Sr. Crorx ex. 
amines the accounts of the private life and actions of Alexander 
given by his hiftorians; and in the fourth and laft enters into 
all the geographical detail that is adapted to throw light upon 
the expeditions, marches, and excurfions of that famous con- 
gueror. Extenfive erudition and critical fagacity and _precifion 
concur in rendering this work highly worthy of attenticn and 
applaufe. 

[X. If Lord Chefterfield’s Letters have not fickened the 
Public with incenfe burned, in fuch fuffocating heaps, at the 


altar of the Graces, the following compilation, which makes a’ 


rich and clegant nofegay, will meet with acceptance. Its title 
is, Le Triomphe des Graces cu Elite des Meilleurs Ecrits anciens & 
modernes, qui ont ete fatts a la louange des Graces, par les Auteurs 
Grecs S Latins, Frangais S Etrangers, Se. i e. Lhe Triumph of 
the Graces, or a felec? Colleciion of the Left Pieces, ancient and mo- 
dern, that have been compofed on GRACE, and in Honour of the 
Graces, ly Greek, Latin, French, Englifh, Lalian, and German 
Authors, Ec. in 4to, adorned with Cuts. ‘the Graces are thin, 


airy beings, or rather shades of beinz, whofe nature, characters,’ 


and variegated a/pects, it is not eafy to define, defcribe, or 
paint. Whatever, indeed, can be done on fuch a fubje&, may 
be expected trom the authors, whole pieces.enrich this compi- 
lation, fuch as Pindar, Homer, Virgil, Horace— Metattafio, 
Winkelman, Dorat, Zanotti, Cooper, and feveral other an- 
cient and modern writers of note. 

X. A new volume of the Abbe Roster’s Obfervations on Na- 
tural Phiicfophy, Natural Hiflory, the Arts, &e. is publifhed for 
January 1776. ‘This volume conitifts of eleven articles, of 
which the moft intercfting are, Experiments and Views relative 
to the Intenfenc{s of Gravity in the intericr Parts of the Earth, by 
Mr. Le Sage.—Refearches relative to the Improvenient of ededirical 
Machines —A Letter from Mr. De Sauflure, Profetlor at Geneva, 
to Sir William Hamilton, his Britannic M ajefty’s Minifter at 
Napies, concerning the phyfical Geograthy «f Ltaly.—A Letter cone 
cerning Bees, from Mr. Ducarne de Blangy to the Abbé Rofter. 
—d Leiter from Baron Dietrich to the tame, concerning the Man- 
ner in which Mercury céts in Venereal Dijorders.—A Defcription of 
a Water-fpout, which was cbferved near the Town of Lu, on the 
16th of “July 1775. 

Xi. The Vifcount De ra MatrriarpIERE has publifhed 
an elegant, compendious and ufeful compilation of the fenti- 
ments of Grotius, Puffendorf, Wolf, Barbeyrac, Vattel, Bur- 
lamaqui, and other eminent writers, under the fojlo wing title: 

Pres 
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roit des Gens, de la Paix S des Amboffades, Ee. i.e. 
of the Law of Nations, and of the Branches of public 
“Yyrijprudence, relative to Treaties of Peace and Embaffies. heing 
the firlt part of a political library for the ule of thofe who are de- 
foned for public minifters. Dedicated to the King. 17706. 
‘vif, Medical readers will, generally fpeaking, pronounce 
ye (ollowing work judicious and ufeful : Recherches fur la Rou- 
wie, fur ie Paffage des diimens & des Medicamens dans le Torrent 
“Ia Circulation, &Fc. i.e. Refearches on the Meafles, on the Paf- 
ase of Food and Medicines into the Current of Circulaii.n, and on 
the Choice of Mercurial Remedies in Venereal Cases, by Mr. Du- 
pOSQUE DE LA RoBerpitRe, M.D. 
GERMANY. 

GoTH aA. 

XIII. Under the modeft title of a Gezgraphical Defcription of 
th Grand Dutchy of Tufcan;, the learned Mr. JAGEMANN has 
publifhed a very inftructive and agreeable work, in which that 
beautiful country is amply defcribed, and in which the politi- 
cian, the philofopher, the antiquarian, the connoifleur in the 
fine Arts, and the adepts in commercial {cience and rural im- 
provement, will find much entertainment. ‘The government of 
Tufcany, the power of its fovereign, the riches, liberty, and 
privileges of its inhabitants, their character, manners, and cul- 
toms, and the genius and fpirit of the laws, by which they are 
soverned, the beauty and antiquity of the citics that are com- 
prehended in this dutchy, the magnificence of their buildings, 
and the valuable treafures they poflefs in the mafterly produc- 
tions both of ancient and modern artifts ; fuch are the fubjects 
treated in Mr. JAGEMANN’s work. It is no {mall commenda- 
tion of this work, that its Author refided fifteen years in the 
country he defcribes, and that it is from his own obfervation, 


Prects du D 


A summary 


and not from books or tradition, that his accounts are derived. 


) H A MgB U RG. 

XIV, Mr. Hess, Counfelloq, &c. has publifhed a work in- 
titled, Freymuthige Gedanken Oper Staats facken: i. e. Free 
Thoughts on feveral political Subjects. — Vhefe Thoughts, though 
hot uncommon, are folid and ufeful, and may be employed to 
the improvement of a fiate, by opening views for bettering its 
internal ceconomy and police. 

| NuREMBERG, 

XV. Mr. Murr publifhed, a few months ago, the firft vo- 
lume of his valuable periodical work, intitled, Journal zur 
Kunfige(chichte und zur algemeinen Litteratur, Sc. i. e. An Hi/flo- 
nical ‘Journal of the Fine Arts and Univerfal Literature. Among 
other curious materials that compofe this volume, we find the 
analyfis of a very fcarce and fingular book called Lumen Anima, 
and an account of the library of the houfe of Burgundy at 
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Bruffels, that has been fhut up fince the death of Charles 44, 
Bold in 1479, and has been lately opened for the ufe of the 
learned, under the infpection of Prefident Nenni and the learned 
Mr. Needham. ‘There are alfo in this volume feveral articles 
relative to Chinefe and Grecian literature, and to the languages 
of Albany, Chili, and Peru. 

GREMEN. 

XVI. Mr. Gerarp Oxrricus has publifhed the third yo. 
lume of the learned collection, intitled, F. P. Acherfen Opu/- 
cula Minora, &e. i. es The Lefer Works of F. P. Acherfen, cola 
Ie&ted and enriched with ample Indexes. 1775. The firtt of thefe 
volumes contains feveral learned pieces, relative to the jurifpru- 
dence and feudal law of ancient Norway, its tribute of ides 
mentioned by ‘Tacitus, the Azde of the ancient Angles, as alfo’ 
a difiertation concerning the knowledge and authority of Ta- 
citus, with refpect to the hiitory and geography of Germany, 
The contents of the two fucceeding volumes are 12 differtations 
De Soldariis. 

LEIpsic, 

XVII. Daily efforts are made to forward the complete view 
of the great chain that ts fuppofed to link all the produétions of 
the natural world in a perfect: gradation or feries; and the fol- 
Jowing work has confiderable merit in this way: Verfuch ciner: 
Mineralegifchen Befchreibung, Sc. i, e. An Effay towards a Mine- 
ralogical Defeription of the Dutchy of Henneberg, with a compendiaus 
Hiflory of the Art of the Miner, ancient and modern. By M.F. 
GortLotT GLoEBER. 1776. The mountains of Henneberg 
are defcribed in a philofophical and entertaining manner, in the 
firft fection of this eflay. The f-/ils they contain are enume- 
rated and confidered in the fecond, and the art of the miner is 
hiftorically treated in the third and laft, 

RIGA. 

XVIII. Mr. Bacmerster, Infpe€tor of the Gymna/fium of the 
Imperial Academy of Peterfburg, having formed the defign of 
tranflating into German al] the Ruffian pieces that appear relative 
to the hiftory of the famous Peter Alexiowitz, has begun to 
execute this plan by publifhing at Riga the firft volume of his 
intended colleétion, under the following title: Beytraege Ge/- 
chiéie Peters der Greffen, (Sc. i. e. Additions to the Hiftory of Pee 
ter the Great. The journal of that illuftrious Prince makes the 
chief part of this volume. 

RATISBON. 

XIX. The Emprefs of Ruffia, by her countenance and mu- 
nificence, encouraged the learned botanift D. Jac. CHrist. 
SCHOEFFER to publifh engravings of all the mufhrooms that 
grow in Bavaria, and in the Palatinate about Ratifbon, and the 
fourth volume of this collection has been lately publifhed -~ 
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the following title: D. Jac, C. SCHOEFFER Fungorum, gui in 
Ravaria & in Palatinatu circa Ratifbonam, nafcuntur, Icones, 
Tomus Quart. S ultimus. There are above 330 plates in this 
laborious work, and an ample catalogue of iynonimous terms 
and appellations. If all the branches of natural hiftory are to 
be treated with this minute detail, in order to complete the 
great chain that connedis in a feries the productions of Nature, 
(and it is fomething of this kind which the indefatigable frater- 
nity of Naturalifts feem to have in view) their work may be 
confiderably advanced in a hundred centuries hence; but it 
would be difficult to calculate the number of volumes that it 
will make when finifhed : the only thing that they have to ap- 
piehend is, that this globe may give them the flip. 
GOTTINGEN. 

XX, It is but little known by what efforts of art the an- 
cients, and, more efpecially, the Grecians, gave to their m slic 
fuch an aftonifhing influence upon the paffions, as we read of 
in biftory ; and it is natural to think that they muft have bent 
their chief labour to give fomething of the tone of oratorial clo- 
cution to their mufical compofition and execution. It is in 
confequence of this nation that an ingenious writer has pub- 
lithed a treatife, intitled, Von der Mujfialifchen Declama:ion: 
i.e. Concerning Mufical Declamation. His precepts with regard 
to the ftudy of the paffions are judicious and ufeful, and are 
well adapted to prevent the trifling tricks and foppery that fo 
often render mufical compofition infipid, even when it is in- 
PeNlOUs. 

SWITZERLAND. 
ZuRICH. 

XXI. It is furely a literary phenomenon highly worthy of 
the contemplation of the curious to fee Shakefpeare tranflated 
into German. ‘This arduous attempt has been executed under 
the following title : Shakefpeare 8chau/picle, Sc. i.e. The Theatre 
of Shake/peare, by Mr. J. J. EschemMsBura, Profeflor in the 
Caroline College of Brunfwick. This is called a new tranfla- 
tion, and it is publifhed at Zurick. Though the work bears 
the name of Mr. Efchemburg, it is chiefly owing to the labours 
of the celebrated Mr. WiELAND, whofe philofophical ro- 
mances, compofed with fuch uncommon tafte, genius, and fen- 
ibility, have been applauded and tranflated in almoft all na- 
tions. The Profeflor of Brunfwick is, indeed, the Editor of 
this work ; he has revifed alfo the tranflation, and tranflated 
fome tragedies which Mr. Wieland had omitted: he has more- 
over rendered this edition fingularly {plendid, by the beauty of 
the type, the number and variety of cuts, and all the ornaments 
of typographical luxury. We would advife the Editor to fub- 
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join, as a fupplemental Volume to this commendable urder- 
taking, Mrs. Montag guc’s admirable Defence of the Tragic Poet; 
not that Shakefpeare ftands in need of . paffport i in any coun- 
try where truth and nature are net totally extinguifhed by pe. 
dantry or frivolity 5 but that there have been attempts made by 
the old joker of rerney to tarnifh the reputation of the Englith 
Bard, and to prevent his grand f{cenes, towering thoughts, 
enercic expreffions, 2n | daring Images from coming Upon the 
Conit! inent to make the modern frars of Tragedy hide their dj- 
minifhed beads, Shakefpeare, placed amidft the common run of 
tragic writers, looks lik e a rock furrounded with pebbies, or 
like an inhabitant of Brobdignag {talking amidft an army of 
L iiputians. 

XXHi. Mr. Gasparp Fuessiin has publifhed @ Catalgue 
of the Li feels of Scoizerland that are already known, and ivas ac- 
companied this Catalogue with an account cf another publica- 
tion of no fmall in portance to the advancement of natural hif- 
tory. Switzerland ts faid to contain all the different fpecies of 
infcéts that are to be found in Eurcpe, from the fouthern ex. 
tremity of Spain to the hn Pole. Mr. Furss:in has formed 
the align of deferibing thefe infeéts, and repretenting them in 
a feries of 31 plates engraven by the ingenious Mr. Schellen- 
bere, ‘The text will be comp ised in 30 fheets, and the Au- 
thor propofes following the method of Linnzus. 

XXII. The Treatife concerning Mialignant Fevers of the 
Jearned Dr Orprr of Diefle nhogen, printed at Zurich under 
the German title ef “?handlunz von den bofafligen ficbern, Se 
deferves a place among the moit uleful and rational productions 
of amedical king. ‘he opiniens of the moft eminent phyf- 
cians concerning this tatal diteafe are carefully examined by 
this Author in the frit part of the prefent work; the fecond 
contains a learned inguiry ito the fymptoms and caufes of ma- 
Jionant fevers; and in the third the principal remedies are in: 
dicated for their cure. 

GEN E VA. 

XXIV. The Crmplete (we write this word the 2oth of 
April; for confidering the fecundity, Clear or muddy, of the 
teeming old Bard of Ferney, imcomplete will perhaps’ be more 
proper three days hence) [Vorks of ‘Mr, De VouTaire are jult 
come one in anew edition fromthe prefs of ore. in 46 vols. 
Svo, cf above 5co pages each, with 76 plates. I a are {e- 
veral new pieces in. thig edition, which bears'the date of the 
prefent year 177 “6, and is to be focon followed by the publi ica- 
tion of a ceitain number of volumes to complete the quarto 
edition, 
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ITAL Y. 
MstILAN. 

X¥XV. The Abbé pe Casaris has publifhed, in Latin, 
Eph-merides Afircnomica, Se. toe. An Ajironcmical Ephemeris for 
the B ijjextile Year 1776, calculated for the Aderidian of Milan, 8vo. 
There are feveral tables in this work belides thofe which the 
title indicates, particularly tacles of the difterences of the me- 
ridians between the obfervatory of Milan and the principal 
places of the globe. Among the other pieces that enrich this 
publication, thofe that are the moft worthy of notice are, OJ- 
jervations on the Eclipfes of the Satellites of “Jupiter, by Mefirs. 
Reggio, I.a Grange, and de Ceeflaris, and a Di/fertation of the 
Abbe Reggio concerning the true Diameters of the Sun and Moan, 
which muft be taken into Confideration in calculating the Eclipfes of 
the Sun and the Planets. 

XXVI. Metodo per formare le Viti, Sc. i.e. A Method of 
conflructing Vizes, together with the Defcription of two new Machines, 
by Father Motina. 4to. ‘This work is defigned to remove 
the difacultics that attend the con{truction of the vize of Archi- 
medes, which is of fuch eminent ufe in mechanics. 

LEGHORN. 

XXVIII. Avcfi and Company, bookfellers, have publithed in 
ato, Lezicni Fifice- Anatomiche, Se. i.e. Anatomico Phyfical Dif- 
courfes, delivered pubitckly at the Amphitheatre of the Royal Hofpi- 
tal of Santa Léaria, Sc. at Florence, by the late Mr. Rarimonp 
Coccui, Prefifor of Anatomy, and Antiquarian to the Grand 
Duke of Tutcany. Among the fubjects that are treated, with 
a mafterly hand in this pofthumous work, we may reckon the 
Miticn of the Heart, the Circulation of the Blood, the different 
States of the /utus, the Myftery of Generation, and the Parts, 
in both Sexcs, that contribute to that important work. 

SPAIN. 
Mla DRID. 

XXVIII. We have little literary connexions with this coun- 
try, where the Arcs and Sciences feem fo unwilling to fhew 
their faces, and which has produced little elfe than romance, 
canon-law, cafuiftical theology, and (of late) fome tolerable 
productions in the branch of natural hiftory. There ieems, 
however, to be fome appearance of an approaching reformation 
inthis refpect, and even from Madrid tome publications come 
forth that are not unworthy of attention. Among thefe we 
may place thote that follow: La Falfa Filojofia, Se i.e. Falfe 
Philofophy, or the ALeggo of Athei{m, Deifm, Miaterialifm, and other 
new Doftrines conugé Treafon againft Sovereigns, Magiftrates, 
ond a laujul Autrority, By Father Ferdinand de Zevallos, a 

Monk 














402 Fore1Gn CorRESPONDENCE. 


Monk of the Order of St. Jerome, in five vols. 4to. There is 
a ftrong fcent of the Inquifition in this title; but there is an 
interefting mixture of folid erudition and good reafoning in the 
work itfelf. ‘The work is alfo feafonable, as infidelity is faig 
to make a daily and rapid progrefs in Spain, where, as in 
fome other countries, the difgufting extreme of /uper/lition leads 
to the ridiculous extreme of /ceptici/m, and true religion and 
fenfe are left unobferved in the middle way. 

XXIX. Introduccion, Sc. i.e. An Introduétion to the Natural 
Hiftory and Phyfical Geography of Spain, in 4to. The chief ma- 
terials of which this work is compofed were furnifhed by a 
learned Englifh naturalift, Mr. Wilkam Bowles; but thefe ma- 
terials have been augmented and formed into an interefting vo. 
lume by M. D’Azara, the King of Spain’s agent at Rome, 
The fubjects here treated are numerous and of various kinds, 
The obfervations on the Spanifh Nitre, on the Gold Mine of 
Mezquital in Mexico, and on the Platina (which, according 
to Mr. Bowles, is a metallic fand of a particular kind) are 
curious. 

XXX. Diccionario, Sc. i. e. The Third Volume of Don Tuo- 
MAS ANDREW DE GusEMEs’ Didtionary of Coins, defigned to ime 
part the complete Knowledge of ancient Medals. 

XXXI. Cartas, Sc. i.e. ti Letters of feveral learned | 
Spaniards, publifhed by Don Metcuior D’AzacrRa. , 
NETHERLANDS. 
MAESTRICHT. 

XXXII. Du Four and Roux, bookfellers, have publithed ¢ 
Relation of Excurfions made at different Times into the Alps of Fau- 
signy, by Mefirs. De Luc and Dentant. The French title is, 
Relation de differens Voyages dans kes Alpes du Faucigny. This en- 
tertaining and inftruétive little volume confifts partly of an ex- 
tract from the celebrated work of Mr. De Luc concerning the 
modifications of the atmofphere, and partly of other pieces re- 
lative to the obje@ mentioned in the title, and one more efpe- 
cially fingularly worthy of attention concerning the application 
of a difcovery made by the hygrometer, to the different degrees 
of vegetation obferyable in the Alps, and to natural Electricity. 
The extra& from the work of Mr. De Luc is in the very bet 
ftyle of defcription, and reprefents in the moft natural and lively 
colours the enormous beauties of thofe icy mountains, whofe tre- 
mendous precipices could not damp the ardent curiofity of out 
ingenious travellers, nor hinder them from fubmitting Nature 
to their interrogatories, 

M. 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For M A Y,~ 1776. 


AMERICAN CONTROVERSY. 
Art. 8. Subjlance cf a Speech in Parliament, upon the State of the 
Natien aud the prefent Civil War in America, upon Monday, April 
the 1ft, 1776. By David Hartley, Efg; 4to. 1s. Almon. 


HIS Speech was made in fupport of feveral motions for ob- 

taining eftimates of the probable extraordinary expences of the 
navy, of the army, and of the ordnance, for land fervice, during 
the prefent year. 

‘ [tis fo much the more neceffary that we fhould come to fome 
explicit underftanding of thefe matters, as the moft profound fecrefy 
and concealment have been practifed to keep alarming truths from 
the public eye, and falfe pretences have been thrown out to amute 
the credulous confidence of this Houfe. It is not many months ago 
(no longer than the laft feflion) that any Member, who got up to 
warn you of the ferious and fatal confequences of the war then re- 
commended again{ft America, was laughed at in his place ; the very 
fuggeftion was treated as being fo ridiculous, that the Minifter pro- 

fed to you to begin by difarming; by voting four thoufand feamen 
Jefs than you had kept the year before; and not many days after the 
meeting of the new Parliament, a vote of a three fhilling land-tax 
was propofed, with a view to foothe the landed men into a con§- 
dential compliance with the meafures of adminiftration, and into 
the adoption of this fatal war. That this flep was taken with no 
other view than to quiet and to prevent the alarms of the landed in- 
tereft is paft difpute, becaufe the vote for the three fhilling land-tax 
was pafled before Chriftmas, though the bill was not brought in till 
after the holidays ; the vote therefore was ftudiowfly thrown out be- 
forehand, to prevent the difcontents that might happen, and to 
miflead the Public into a fallacious dependence, that a few fuperfi- 
cial and unimportant difcontents in America, as they were then re- 
prefented to be, would foon be fubdued, Under this deception, the 
landed Gentlemen in this Houfe have been trepanned by every arti- 
fice, and the Public out of doors have been way-laid by every infi- 
dious practice, to induce them to acquiefcence, in the dependence 
that Miniftry would guarantee their country againft the evils only 
foggefted by groundlefs fear. Where are we now? Have not our 
forebodings been more than realized? Has it been arrant folly in ade 
miniftration to plunge us into our prefent fituation? or, Has it been 
downright treachery afore-thought, to lead their unfufpecting coun- 
try ftep by ftep into an irreconcileable civil war, to dip Great Britain 
and America in blood, and to cut off the retreat to peace and fafety ? 

‘ Whichever be the cafe, the adminiftration have now at leait 
forfeited all claim to the confidence of this Houfe and of the Public, 
We are now told with great compofure, by thofe very men who but 
afew months ago laughed to fcorn every foreboding word of pru- 
dence, that the whole power of this country is unequal to the under- 
taking, and that however reafonable it might have been laft year to 
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have forefcen the immenfity of the war, yet that Parliament in the 
laft {eflion would not have been difpofed to have granted more ex. 
penfive aids, and therefore that no more were then applied for, but 
that we are now dipt in, and mutt wade through. [fan army of fifty 
thoufand men, and one hundred fhips of force, are now found ne- 
ceflary, the word to Parliament is, you muft go through, there is no 
retreat: it mult be done. Every corner of the three kingdoms is to 
be ranfucked for recruits; every power in [’urope is to be folicited 
for mercenary aid; every trading veflel heretofore employed in the 
American commerce, is now deitined to traniport the means of de- 
ftroying the commercial wealth of Great Britain, and all the fources 
of its naval empire. The noble Lord has announced to us, that he 
will, upon the roth of this month, lay before us the molt fpeedy and 
etie¢iual way of accomplithing thefe important objects ; and that is, 
what I prefume, he calls laying before us the ftate of the nation,’ 

In addition to the fums voted for the navy, army, and ordnance 
fervices, Certain extraordinary expences are always incurred under 
each of thefe heads at the difcretion of the minitters and their feveral 
commancers. ‘lhefe extraordinaries, the Speaker tells us, have 
lately ‘ grown to a moft enormcus amount:’ and this kind of lati- 
tade, fays he, ‘ in difpenfing the public purfe has been, andI fear 
will continue to be, the caufe of a mott ruinous wafte of the public 
revenue.— [| he Houfe ard the Public, continues he, are amufed with 
nominal eflimates, while this bottomlefs gu!ph is open behind us, 
and not to be fatiated but with the Jaft farthing. If experience can 
teach us wifdom, it is high time that we were poffeffed of it. This 
chaos of extraordinaries may, doubilefs, be reduced to fome reafon- 
able fhape of computation. Minifters will hardly tell this Houle fe- 
rioufly, that they have not the leait meafure of what they recommend 
or undertake; nor, Il think, would it be very decent for them to 
come in the next feffion with a boundlefs demand of debts incurred 
upon the confidence which we are now detired to repofe in them, 


and to tell us then, we forefaw all thefe expences, but we concealed 


them carefully from you, that we might lead you infenfibly on.’ 

After explaining his intended motion, the Speaker proceeds: 
‘You may give plain and direét anfwers to thefe inquiries, if you 
mean well: it 1s not a captious or perplexing eitimate that | afk for, 
to an ounce of powder, or a gun-lock, cr a hand-fpike, I {peak 
upon the fcale of millions. You either cannot give thefe eitimates, 
or youwill not. If you will not, {peak out, that we may know what 
we have to depend upon. = If you acknowledre that you cannot, then 
will you dare to undertake the conduct of that war of which you 
confefs your own inability to form even an idea or an ettimate? Will 
this Houfe, will the Public at large, commit a propofed armament of 
thirty, forty, or fifty thoufand men, with a hundred fhips of force, 
at the diftance of three thoufand miles and upon a line of action of 
fifteen hundred, with the national honour at ftake, to the hands of 
thofe men, who profefs their inability to form any eftimate but for 
the emolument of commiffaries and contrators ? 

‘ If the Minifier will condefcend to lay the true ftate of the na- 
tion fully before Parliament, the queftion will then be fairly before 
tis Houfe and the Public, whether they will with their eyes open 
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enter into a civil war, which in any event muft feed upon, and ex- 
hauft every vital fource of this country, at the certain expence of ten 
or twelve millions for this year? Whether they will double that ex- 
pence in the next campaign? And whether they will in a third year 
commit themfelves, helplefs, exhaufted, and defencelefs, to the mercy 
of France or Spain, and of every power in Europe that can build its 
future profperity upon our ruin? Have we forgot that it was the 
difcontent of taxes and anticipations in the laft war that brought us 
down, when in the full career of victory over the hereditary enemies 
of this ccuntry, to become the humble fuitors of a timid peace? 
That it was this want of forecait in the day of our then profperity, 
which has intailed upon us that load of millions which both ther 
and fince have fevercly ferved to quicken the fenfe of humiliating 
reftitutions, and the regret of victories wantonly thrown away ?— 
Then let us be wifer now.” 

Mr. Hartley afterward goes on to deliver his own opinion refpeét- 
ing the probabie amount of the nacional expences for the prefent 
year, which he computes at the fum of 16,95;,000]. including the 
fim of 5,3¢0,co°o 1. on account of the extizordinaries of the navy, 
army, and ordnance fervices. 

‘ As for the naval extras, the fingle article of tranfport fervice and 
vidualling, will go deep into two millions five hundred thoufand 
pounds: there is an eftimate which I have feen in print, drawn up 
by an experienced and able hand, of all the neceflary attendances 


: pen an arfhy of #hirty thoufand men; in that eftimate, the neced- 
a 


ry tranfports are ftated at two hundred thonfand tons. ‘Then com- 
pute two hundred thoufand tons at eleven fhillings per ton per month, 
or more, ard. add the victualling eflimates, that is enough for the 
firft article towards the two millions five hundred thoufand pounds. 
The next article is beyond my power to fpecify; but I think | may 
venture to aflume, that the prefent armament of one hundred fhips 
of force in America cannot poffibly be manned without ten or fifteen 
thoufand men more than the number of men as yet voted. Your fea- 
men, exclufive of marines, which are chiefly ufed as land forces, 
and many of them now fhut up in Bolton, amount to but little more 
than eighteen thoufand. Your American armament fingly would re- 
quire that number, Your foreign ftations cannot be ftripped. The 
Eaft Indies, the Weft Indies, the Mediterranean, Newfoundland, 
your home guard, many convoys that will foon be applied for (I have 
myfelf applied for one convoy already) ought to be fupplied with 
*smany more, Calculate the feamen, with their bounty money or 
prefs money, and their ordinary rate of expence; then add, ftores 
confumed and deftroyed, provifions for fhips in fea-fervice, interett 
tunning on upon navy bills, old arrears coming to light, with an 
endlefs catalogue of never-fajling items, and 1 think I fhal! have 
out-gone my itint of two millions five hundred tbhoufand pounds, 

‘ Comparing thefe confiderations with the amount of the total 
naval expence of the early years of the late war 1757 and 1758, the 
re{ult is to the fame conclufion ; therefore I thall pafs on to the fe- 
cond fum of two millions five hundred thoufand pounds calculated 
for army extras. If I could form any guefs of the price of a buthel 
#i wheat, or of a fack of oats, tranfported by force of arms from Bear 
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Key to Ticonderoga, or Crown-Point, I might hope to make fome 
impreffion upon this eftimate. Ir mult put to fcorn all eflimates 
from German extraordinaries ; and yet the extraordinaries for feve. 
ral years of the late war, for forage and provifions, amounted to four 
or five millions per annum. The petty extraordinaries of a few men, 
circum{cribed within the peninfula of Bofton for a few months, has 
amounted by the accounts of the laft year to an enormous fum; 
then what eftimate fhall we form for a twelvemonth’s provifion and 
forage for an army of thirty or forty thoufand men at the diftance of 
three.thoufand miles from home, befieging and befieged, fpread, or 
at leaft expecting to be fpread, over that immenfe continent, but 
without one hofpitable acre to afford them fuilenance! It is out of 
my bounds to undertake the calculation. If I have not over-rated 
the total, it is enough for my argument; andI fear, when the bill 
comes to be paid, it will be more than enough for us all. Astothe 
office of ordnance, one word will fetile that account; their ufual 
flint during the Jaft war for extras was three hundred thoufand pounds 
ayear. In the year 1775 they got up to two hundred and twenty. 
three thoufand pounds for extras; and I dare believe, that their in- 
duftry will not be backward to fupport the good old cuflom of a 
round fum for unaccounted extras.’ 

The remaining parts of the fpeech contain many alarming obfer. 
vations refpecting the prefent ftate of the nation, and the probable 
difaftrous confequences of the American war. But for thefe we mut 
refer our Readers to the publication itfelf, Rt 4. t 
Art.g. Civil Liberty afferted, and the Rights of the Subje& de 

fended, againft the Anarchial Principles of Dr. Price. By a Frienp 

to the Ricuts of the Constitution. 8vo. 2s. Wilkie. 

This performance is replete with dogmatical affertions and flander- 
ous invectives. Where the Author cordefcends to enter upon the 
procefs of reafoning, he fappreffes and contradicts all the fundamental 
principles of our own and other free governments, and without any 
femblance of proof or of argument, pofitively afferts that ‘ the whole 
of the people have not a right to model government,’ and that ‘ the 
greater part of them have no right to interfere in matters of government 
at all;? that there is no defeét of parliamentary reprefentation eithet 
in Great Britain or America; and that the Coloniits are now fully 
reprefented in the Britifh Parliament, and owe an unlimited obe- 
dience to all its aéts and grants of their property : and upon this 
foundation he feverely cenfures the late American refiftance, and all 
who are fuppofed to have approved of it. 

To Dr. Price he imputes * contemptible bafenefs,’ « unequalled 
effrontery,’ ‘ hellith falfehood,’ ‘ vile mifreprefentation,’ &c. and of 
the Doétor’s performance he fays, ‘ it is a moft virulent and fcanda 
lous libel on the Conftitution, on the King, and on Civil Liberty. 
It is an infult on the reafon and underftanding of man. An attempt 
to cram his own indigefted prejudices, and dreaming reveries, dow! 
the throats of the people, for inherent rights and unalienable pr 
perties, which Britain is now endeavouring, by the moft atrocious 
means, to rob the Americans of. It is a flander upon human 04 
ture, and every thing valuable belonging to it, the pure, undefiled, 
praying, fafting Saints of America only excepted.’ hol 
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Thofe who have read Dr. Price’s laft publication may determine 
for themfelves how far it deferves the charafter here piven of it, and 
fom fuch fpecimens of the prefent Writer’s candour and liberality may 
judge how far this production merits their farther attention. 

Art. 10. Experience preferable to Theory. An Anfwer to Dr. 
Price’s Objervations, &c. Svo, 1s. 6d. Payne. 

One of the beft and moft decent anfwers to Dr. Price. The Au- 
thor leaves the Doftor’s definitions of phyfical and moral liberty to 
fpeculative men, and confines his reafonings to his Antagoniit’s no- 
tion of civil liberty, and his application of it to the cafe of this 
kingdom and the Colonies.—His general conclufions are, with re- 
fest to the merit of Dr. Price’s publication, That ‘ if the book is 
plaufible, yet it is delufive ;’ that the Doétor’s * fyftem muft remain 
upon paper, and in idea only, as it can never be carried into aét ;’ 
and that Dr. P.’s ‘ vindication of the Colonies, and his charges 
againft government, have no other fupport than the truth and prac- 
ticability of his fyftem ; and, therefore, are altogether groundlefs,’ 
Art. 11. 4 Letter to the Rev. Dr. Price. By the Author of 

the Defence of the American Congrefs, in reply to ** Taxation 

noTyranny.” 8vo. 1s. Williams. 

The fpirited Writer of this Letter (probably Mr. N e) ap- 
plauds Dr. Price’s late publication ; but diffents from that part of it 
where, treating of the Colonifts, the Doctor fays, ‘* they are not our 
fubjeBs, but our fellow-fubjeds.” It appears to him, he favs, that 
they are ** neither one nor the other,” and his reafoning on this point 
is worthy of attention. 





Art.12. Serious and impartial Obfervations on the Bleffings of Li- 


berty and Peace, Addreffed to Perfons of all Parties. By a Cler- 

gyman in Leicefterfhire. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Rivington. 

This is apparently the work of a well-difpofed religious old man ; 
but his Obfervations are generally trite, fuperficial, and unimportant. 
He tells us, indeed, that he has, * at different times, made a great 
many obfervations upon all thefe points,’ and propofes, hereafter, to 
offer them ‘ to the Public, as a means to advance the caufe of reli- 
gion and the good of fociety, if not prevented by death or the infir- 
mities of old age.” The Public, by their reception of his prefent 
performance will beft difcover to the Author what other favours of 


this kind he ought to beflow upon them. RB rh 


Art. 13. 4 Profpeé? of the Confequences of the prefent Condud of 
Great Britain towards America. 8vo. 18. 6d, Almon. 

The Author of this Publication appears to have been milled, by 
the Dean of Gloucefter, into a belief, that the defence of America 
has coft this kingdom the immenfe fum of 150 millions —But not- 
withftanding this miftaken opinion of the obligations conferred on 
the Colonifts, he reafons impartially and juftly on their civil rights ; 
and reprobates the, war carrying on againft them, as being, under 
every poflible event, pregnant with injuitice and ruin on the part of 
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Art. 14. The Plea of the Colonies, on the Charges brought again 


them by Lord M——d and others; in a Letter to his Lordhip, 
8vo. Almon. is. 


e.. &? Contains fome fpirited animadverfions on two fpecches delivered 


by a celebrated Law peer, in the beginning of the laft feflion of Pay. 
liament. ) 

After replying to thofe parts of his Lordthip’s fpeeches wherein jt 
was maintained that the Colonifts, regardtefs of all orders and claffes 
of men in Great Britain, were averfe trom all terms of reconciliation, 
and aiming only at national independence and fovereignty, the Ay. 
thor proceeds: 

‘ Hitherto we have only had occafion to complain that your Lord- 
fhip has attempted to hurt the Americans by blackening their repv- 
tation, and charging them with crimes of which they are not guilty, 
Your third pofition goes farther; you are nox fatisfed with painting 
them in dark colours, in order to fink them in the efteem of the moi 
virtuous, and hitherto the moft loyal part of this nation, you would 
follow them to the grave. Without evidence, and contrary to the 
cleareft evidence, you are firft pleafed to fuppofe them guilty, 
you would then proceed to their execution. ‘* The Americans,” 
you fay, ‘* have invaded Canada, they are ating on the offentive; 
we are not to inquire who was the agereffor; we mufi proceed; 
if we do not kill them, they will kill us.” On this occafion we 
can hardly fay which is the moft confpicuous, your Lordfhip’s hu- 
manity, or your clofe attacnment to the hifory of fatis; the Ame- 
ricans are acting on the offentive, 1f we do not kill them they will 
kill us: this is curious and perfectly new. On what principle does 
vour Lordthip fuppofe we can adopt this ttory, while we retain a 
{park of common fenfe? Have we not feen a map of that country? 
Have we not read the hillory of the prefent war. Your violence 
commenced by fhutting up the port of Botton; a fleet and army 
were fent to intimidate and diftrefs the inhabitants, till, by the pure 
dint of compulfion, like beafts and not like men, they fhould give 
what they were not fuffered to refufe. They feemed to wince undet 
the yoke! you then cut off their fithery, and left //arvation fhould 
make them more refractory, you fent more troops, All America had 
been complaining, therefore it was refolved that all America fhould 
be reduced to a perfedt ftate of flavery. ‘Their charters were to be 
abolifhed, and they were to be held by military tenure. Such was 
your plan. The colonies were to be attacked by fea and land ; fhips 
of war, regular troaps, and flaves were to deftroy them on the 
coaft, while the Canadians and favaees were to affail them with 
fire and iword from the wildernefs. Never was any devoted people 
vifited, or like to be vifited, by fuch a group of calamities, until 
cruelty became honourable, until tyranny was digefted into a re- 
gular fyftem. Does any minifter or miniiterial man deny the 
charge ? Does he difpute any part of this plan?~ Let him re- 
view general Carleton’s laft commiffion; your Lordfhip has al- 
ready feen it onceggoo often, For what purpofe was he autho- 
rized to arm.the Cahadians, and them to march into any other of 
the plantations, and his Majefty’s rebellious fubje&s there to at 


tack, and, dy God's help, them to aefeat and put ta death, , 
6 ‘ For 
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* For what purpofe did Guy Johnfon deliver black belts to 
sl] the Indian tribes in his diffi, and perfuade them to lift 
up the hatchet againft the white people in the colonies? The 
congrefs is pofleffed of thofe very war belts; they have a copy of 
oyernor Carleton’s commiffion: they have long iince been pofieffed 

} ot the whole plan. What could they do in this dreadful dilemma? 
They mut either deliver themfelves up to general carnage, or try to 
avert the impending ftroke: the latter was moft defirable; buc how 
was it to be done? Certainly not by acting on the defentive, in the 
manner your Lordfhip could have prefcribed, by fanding with their 

+-hinds in their bofom; not by waiting till the Canadians had tn- 
velted Albany, and the Indians had ftruck the front.ers, and dei\royed 
eight or ten thoufand women and children: that would have been 
atting in felf-defence to fome purpofe. Is an Indian war to be 
averted by fuch means? Is a frontier of 12¢0 miles to be conftantly 
guarded by a line of troops? It is not pofiible! The congrefs had 
more fenfe than to attempt it. The {word of governor Carleton 
was pointed at their bofom; they endeavoured to rufh in and 
difarm him. By that expedition, their hope was, that they fhouid 
protect their frontiers againit the inroads of the favages, by taking 
poflefion of the great avenues into their country ; that they fhould 
take the ftores alfo which are neceffary to an Judian war, and thus 
gain the friendfhip of the Indians. Surely thefe were meafures 
which arofe from the very idea of felf defence ; they were mea- 
fares that pure neceffity had forced upon the congrefs: for that rez- 
fon they were not adopted till it was too late in the feafon; they 
were afterwards purfued with that fpecies of ardour which feldom 
arifes but in a ftate of defperation. 

‘ It feems to be a matter of no confequence, in your Lordthip’s 
opinion, who was the aggreflor at the beginning of this difpute, 
“We are in blood ftep’d in fo far, we mutt go on’—** unle/s we 
hill them they will kill us’ You have not been ufed to reafon thus in 
cafes of Ieis importance. Suppofe a highwayman fhould demand 
your Lord{hip’s purfe, and, being armed, you fhould refufe to de- 
liver, is he not at liberty to confider whether he has a clear right to 
your cafh, much lefs to your life alfo? Would it not be kind in him 
to put about his horfe and ride off? That would be contrary to your 
Lordthip’s plan; he fhould kill you, left, while he ftayed to in- 
force his demand, you might chance to kill him. The cafes are 
perfectly fimilars; you have attempted to tax the Americans; they 
fay you have no right to demand their money. Your demand is fol- 
lowed by threats, it is aggravated by repeated injuries, The Ames 
rican draws his fword, he would die rather than fubmit to the dane 
gtrous claim, What is to be done? Shall we enquire who was firft 
in the wrong? Had we a clear right to tax the Americans? Had 
they loit or torfeited their ancient privilege of taxing themfelves? Is 
our claim founded on the natural rights of mankind? Is it fup- 
ported by ufage? The cafe is difputed; it may be doubtful. Had 
we not beft withdraw our troops; by which means we fhall preferve 
the commerce and fabjeGion of America, we fhall fave thoufands 
from death, and millions from ruin. Your Lordfhip fays, No: we 
have begun the diipute, and joft or unjuft, we are bound to perfe- 
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vere, We have croffed the Rubicon; let us now crofs the Red Sea; 
let us wace in blood. In fuch a caufe, my Lord, and with fach 
principles, you may take the field again{t the Americans, but heaven 
will not be numbered among your allies.’ 

The reft of this performance confiits chiefly of Obfervations on the 
caufes, operations, and events, of the prefent American war. B- 
Art. 15. The Honour of the Univerfity of Oxford, defended azainft 

the slliberal A/perfions of E——d B ——e, Efq. 8vo. 15, Kearily, 

This is a tranflation of the Pamphlet intituled, ** De Tumaltibys 
Americanis,” &c. written by Dr. B——, and noticed in the Jag 
number of our Review. 
Art. 16. Maffachujettenfis: Or, a Series of Letters containin 

a faithful State of many important and ftriking Facts, which laid 

the Foundation of the prefent Troubles in the Province of Maffa- 

chuffets Bay, &c. By a Perfon of Honour, upon the Spot, 
8vo. 2s. Matthews. 

In the latter part of the year 1774, and in the beginning of 1775, 
a political controverfy was begun and carried on in the Bofton 
news-papers, between two Gentlemen of confiderable abilities, under 
the fignatures of Novanglus, and Mafachufettenfis. ‘The Letters ap- 
pertaining to the latter of thefe fignatures (and written on the fide of 
Government) were afterwards collected and publiihed in a Pamphlet, 
and are now re-printed from the Bofton impreffion, -t 
Art. 17. Hypocrify Unmafked; or a fhort Inquiry into the Reli- 

gious Complaints of our American Colonies. ‘Yo which is added, a 

Word on the Laws againit Popery in Great Britain and Ireland, 

izmo. 2d. Nicoll. 


The Author ftates, that the difaffected Colonies have, for fome. 


time, in imitation of the Joly Leaguers in France, and Cromwell ia 
England, endeavoured to conneét the intereits of party with the feco- 
rity of religion, and to build the moft defperate views of ambition, 


on the miftaken piety of mankind, ‘ They have,’ fays he, ‘ played, 


off their fpiritual artillery upon the Britifh nation, and endeavoured 
to kindle the flame of enthufiafm among our people, by reprefenting 
the grant of the Popifh religion to the Canadians, as a meafure 
highly alarming to every Proteftant of the empire.’ 

The principal, or rather the only, inftance here given of American 
Hypocrify, is drawn from the printed votes and proceedings of the 
Congrefs ; who, in an addrefs to the people of England, complain 
of the Canada act, as ‘* eftablifhing in that country a religion that 
has deluged our own ifland in blood, and difperfed impiety, perfe- 
cution, murder, and rebellion, through every part of the world :” 
yet, in another public paper, the fame Congrefs, after expatiating 
with the Canadians on the privileges they are entitled to as Britih 
fubje&ts, have added the following remarkable declaration: * Thefe 
are the rights you are entitled to, and ought at this moment in per- 
fection to exercife. And what is offered to you by the late Act of 
Parliament in their place?—Liberty of confcience in. your reli- 
gion?—No—Gop GAvs ir you, and the temporal powers, with 
which you have been and are connected, FIRMLY sTIPULATED for 

our ENJOYMENT Of it, Ir Laws DIVINE AND HUMAN could fecue 
it againft the defpotic caprice of wicked men, it was fecured before.” 
¢ Here,’ 
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‘Here,’ exclaims our Author, ‘ are American wifdom, juftice, 
and piety’s for the people of Great Britain! The religion which in 
age 38th the parliament had No auTHORITY to grant, belongs in 
bo 72 by right divine to the Canadians; and though féhere it has 
difperfed “* impiety, perfecution, murder and rebellion, through 
the world,”, yet here it becomes the 1MMEDIATE GIFT OF Gop! 

The abovementioned inconfiftency has frequently been noticed, by 
the Anti-Americans ; and we do not remember to have feen any at- 


tempt made to wipe off this reproach, by the advocates for the Co- 

lonies. 

MiscELLANEOUS. 

Art, 38. Philofophicat Empiricitfm: containing, Remarks ona 
Charge of Plagiarifm refpecting Dr, H——s, inter/perfed with va- 
rious Obfervations relating to différent Kinds of dir. By Jofeph 

‘ Prietley, LL.D. F.R.S. 8vo. 1s. Od, Johnfon, 1775. 
Of all the candidates for the fame of philofophical difcovery, we 

fhould have thought the Author of the prefent performance to have 


~ been the leaft expofed to an imputation of plagiarifm ; as in the ac- 


counts which he has from time to. time publifhed of his various dif- 
coveries, he has particularly diftinguifhed himfelf by an ingenuous 
and circumftantial detail of the faéts or motives which led to them: 
whether fuch enumeration might redound to the credit of his philoe 
fophical fagacity, or otherwife. Againit fuch a charge, however, 
he has been induced, more, we fhould imagine, from a regard 
‘2 his moral charaéter, than to his philofophical fame, to defend 
himfelf in the prefent pamphlet; which contains all the letters 
that pafled on the fubject between himfelf and the perfons who 
gave rife to, or fupport the accufation; as well as a recital of 
all the leading fatts, and his reflections upon them: the whole 
forming, in our opinion, a compact body of evidence; indeed 
much more than was neceflary to a complete refutation of the 
charge, 

Though we fhall not enter into the particulars of this cpntroverfy, 
we ought to obferve, that the prefent publication, though originally 
written with the defign only of vindicating the Author from an un- - 
jut’ imputation, is not merely of a temporary and polemical na- 
ture ;—that it contains much philofophical information on the fubs 
jet which gave immediate occafion to it, as well as on others con- 
nefted with it;—and that the drynefs of philofophical contro- 
verfy and difcuffion is feafoned with an abundant {fprinkling of wit 
and pleafantry, difpenfed to the Author’s two antagoniits—if they 
may both be fo called. The illiberal and even rade ftrain of Dr. 
H——’s fetter to the Author is particularly reprehenfible, and feems 
fully to juftify the ridicule with which he is treated, in the Author’s 
account of his fhort lived connection with him. 

We fhall only further obferve, that if Dr. Prieftley has really 
flolen any of his doétrines, or difcoveries relative to air, from the 
Doétor’s lectures, or converfation ; we cannot but applaud his great 
alchemical powers in the art and myftery of tran/mutation, and in 
concealing the theft fo completely, as to render Dr. H.’s pro rty 
no longer cognifable. Dr. H.’s air, as we learn from his printed 
fyllabus, is a primary diftinct element, that is, a perfectly fimple and 
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uncompounded {ubftance: Dr. Prieftley, it feems, has changed it ioto 
a compound, coniilting of no lefs than three ingredients ; and is a(ty- 
ally in a condition to manufaQ&ure any quantities of it, ad libitum, 
and to regale himfelf, his mice, and his friends with it, provided 
you furnith him with a little aguafertis, and flint, with a flight 
{fprinkling of phlogifton.—As mere lookers on, we fhould rather have 
expected to have feen thefe two philofophers difputing in defence of 


their refpective and oppofite fyftems, than to find one of them furlily \ 


accufing the other of having picked his brains and robbed him. 

Art. 19. An Effay on Politenefs; wherein the Benefits arifing 
from, and the Neceflity of, being polite, are clearly proved and 
demonitrated from Reafon, Religion, and Philofophy. ‘To which 
is prefixed, an allegorical defeription of the Origin of Politenefs, 
By a young Gentleman. izmo. 18, Law, 1775-6 


‘The young Gentleman who offers this piece to the Public, fupplis 
cates a tavourable fentenee with fo much: humility, that we are al-; 


mojt tempted to ufe our little intereft in the court to which he refers 
his caule, toobtain permiffion that Tatte, Philofophy, and Criticifm, 
inay be commanded to retire, and that Candour and Lenity may be 
the only counfel permitted to fpeak, while his fate is determining. 

‘L have the happinefs (fays he, addreffing the Public) to imagine 
vour goodnefs is fuch, that if nothing elfe demanded your lenity in 
:egard co this performance, my youth would, in fome meafure, pre- 
vent you from injuring the rife of thofe {mall talents, which might 
p:obably (if not abathed and difheartened in the onfet) fhine to much 
more advantage, and be of much more ufe to mankind in future, 
‘The pleafure 1 feel, when I confider by whom this piece will be 
judged, greatly alleviates the pain I undergo, when EF reflect what is 
the object for judgment.’ 

At the fame time, however, that we grant him this indulgence, 
we mutt take the liberty of giving him two or three friendly hints of 
advice. Let him not think of making his fecond appearance before 
the Public, till he has learnt the full imporc of his own doétrine, 
that * politegefs difcourfes without affectation, and writes with free- 
dom, eafe, and native elegance.’ Since the foundation of all po- 
lite writing is claffical purity of ftyle, let them ftudy the meaning 
of words, and the nature of grammatical conftruction, tll he can 
perceive the faults which occur in the firit fentence of his preface. 
——‘ As this fubje& may be thought by many to be /ificiently dif- 
cufled in the letters of a late peer, to need any further treatife there 
upon, | have been induced in this manner to afk for the impartiality of 
your candour, in permitting this eflay to pafs without cenfure through 
the hatds of, and be read by, all thofe, who think proper to let it un 
dergo their perujal; becaufe the intent of this piece, and of the above- 
ricntioned letters are total’y different, as will clearly be obferved by 
comparing them together,’ Let him read the philofephical works 
of darris, and the critical: writings of Hurd, till he has fo far im- 
proved his judgment and tafie, as to be able to give his readers 
a le{s heterogeneous arrangement of authors, than the following: 
‘ for learned and fenfible dialogues, read Harvey, Harris and Hurd.’ 
Lacy, let him exerciie himiclf in portrait painting in private, 
tail ne find himfelf able to produce a more firiking likenefs = 
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the following picture of Moderation, the mother of Politenefs ; 
which, the connoiffeurs would perhaps inform him, might as well 
have taken the name of any other goddefs, heavenly or earthly, that 


d the painter had pleafed. ‘ Her graceful mien befpoke her fomething 


- 


heavenly ; her golden locks in eafy ringlets fhaded the charms of her 

more lovely neck s, her countenance was ruddy as Aurora, like Juno 

fair; bewitching as Venus; and as Pallas de/peaking. When fhe 
fpoke, charms innumerable iffued from ‘her lips: her voice was 
more tuneful than Cytherea’s, and her figure more graceful than 

Melpomene’s.’ 

Art. 20. Confiderations on the different Modes of finding Recruits 
frthe Army. 8vo. 6d. Cadell. 

In confidering whether new ‘levies fhould be made by additional 
companies to oid regiments, or by new corps to be comwmanded ‘by 
men of family and eftate; the Writer argues ftrongly for the lat- 
ter mode; urging, that men are eatier collected under officers whom 
they know, than under ftrangers: and that mutual knowledge of 
each other operates as a ftronger bond of connexion in time of fer- 
vice, than where they are all ftrangers to each other, and to their 
officers. Hence he pleads for Hi-hland regiments, and for raifing 
others from the Roman Catholics in Ireland. Sut here ttarts an an- 
tagonift, 

Att a1. A Letter to the Author of * Confiderations on Ma 
diferent Modes of finding Recruits for the Army.’ 8vo. is. 
Bew. 

This Writer attacks the former with more acrimony than he avows, 
and objects to all his reafoning, as injurious to the veteran officers, 
whofe promotion andoubtedly ought not to be obitructed by their ju- 
niors On the mere merit Of recraiting fervice; and as tending to 
fill the Britifh army with Highlanders and Irith Catholics. —But the 
decifion on fuch queflions at iuch a time, does not reit with /ve- 
rary reviewers. ; WN ¢ 
Art22. Obfervations upon the Shoeing of Horfes: together with 

a new Inquiry into the Caufes of Dileales in the Feet of Hortes. 

In two Parts. Part 1. Upon the Shoeing of Horfes. Part It. 

Upon the Difeafes of the Feet. By J. Clark, Farrier. 8vo. 3s. 

fewed, Edinburgh printed, and fold by Cadell in London. 

The firtt edition ef this ufeful Work, was publifhed in 1772 °, to 
which the rational and intelligent Writer has now added many im 
provements. It were greatly to be wifhed, both from motives of 
intereft and humanity, that our farriers, who are alfo horfe do¢tors, 
knew fomething more than they learn from ignorant prejudice at 
their mafter’s anvil. ‘Such of thofe profeffors as can read, and a:e 
hot too wife already to feek for farther knowledge, might profit a 
little by attending to what Mr. Clark has to day on the teet of 
that ufeful, much abufed animal, the horfe. 

Noveurts and MemorRes., N. 

Art. 23, The Rival Friends; ot the Noble Reclufe. r2mo, 
3 Vols. gs. Vernor. 1776. 

Though this nevel is barren of incident. and makes but a feeb‘e 


attack upon the heart, it is not altogether dettitute of merit. The 
- 7 
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principal charaéter is drawn with propriety and ftrength ; many jug 
and fenfible reflections are interfperfed through the piece; a toler. 
able imitation ‘of ancient romance is introduced by way of epifode; 
and the whole is written in an agreeable ftyle. | 

Art. 24. Admsirs of an unfortunate Queen. Interfperfed with 

Letters written by herfelf, to feveral of her illuilrious Rela. 

tions, &c. 12mo. 3s. Bew. 1776. 

In this traly Grubean, though not ill-written, performance, poor 
Matilda is made to turn 4uthore/s; and the produétions of her 
Danith Majefty’s pen are, it feems, 1. Familiar Letters to Friends, 
ae z. The Story of the unfortunate Dutchefs of Zell, fo fimilar 
to her own unhappy tale. 3. An Abridgentent of the Hiflories of 
Charles XII. and the Czar Peter. 4. The Adventures of the Cheva. 
Jier Charles Stuart, Pretender to the Crown of England. 5. Cha. 
raters of the Englifh, French, and Danes; with brief defcriptions 
of their feveral countries. —Thefe fketches are tclerably drawn, after 
pretty good originals ; and, on the whole, it is evident, from the 
promifing fpecim:ens before us, that if Carolina Matilda had nor, un- 
fortunately for herfelf, been made a Queen, fhe might, in time, 
have arrived at the honour of being even a Monthly Reviewer, 

N. B. The honett Grub is a warm advocate for the virtue and in- 
pocence of his heroine ; in which he may be right; though it does 

t appear that he cver travelled to Copenhagen, 


DRAMATIC 
Art. 25. Three Weeks after Marriage; a Comedy of two Aas, 

as performed at the Theatre-Royal in Covert Garden. 8vo. 15. 

Kearfley. 1776, 

This is no more than a re-publication of a piece, which formerly 
fell under our notice *, by the title of ‘* What we muit all come to.” 
To the prefent edition the ingenious Author + has prefixed the fol- 
Jowing advertifement : 

Wig ‘ The following farce was offered to the public in January 1764; 
but the quarrel about a trifle, and the renewal of that quarrel after 
the difpate had fubfided, being thought unnatural, the piece was 
damned, Mr. Lewis of Covent Garden Theatre, had the courage to 
yevive it for his benefit in March laft, with an alteration of the | 
title, and it has been fince repeated with fuccefs. A fimilar in- 
cident happened to Vottaire at Paris. That writer, in the year 
1734, produced a tragedy, intitled AveLaipe pu Guescuiin, which 
was hiffed through every a&t. Jn 1765, Le Kain, an actor of emi- 
nence, revived the play, which had lain for years under condemna- 
tion. Every fcene was applauded. What can I think, fays Vov- 
TAIRE, Of thefe oppofite judgments? He tells the following anec- 
dote. A banker at Paris had orders to get a new march compoled 
for one of the regiments of Charles X!1. He employed a man of 

+ talents for the purpofe, The march was prepared, and a prattice of 

"it had at the banker’s houfe before a numerous affembly. The mu- 
fic was found deteftable. Mourer (that was the compofer’s name) 
retired with his performance, and foon after inferted it in one of his 
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operas. The banker and his friends went to the opera; the march 
was applauded, Ah, fays the banker, that’s what we wanted: why 
did you not give us fomething in this tafte? Sir, replied Mourer, the 
march which you now applaud, is the very fame that you condemned 


before . c ¢ 


Art. 26. The Syrens, a Mafque, in two Aéts, as performed at 
the Theatre-Royal Covent-Garden, Written by Capt. Thompfon. 
The Mufic compofed by Mr. Fifher, 8vo. 1s. Kearfley. 1776, 
A Nautico-dramatical medley, made up from the Zempeff, Cimus, 

and the Far Quaker of Deal, with fome poetical flip, literary grog, 

and theatrical fea-bifcuit ; prepared by a modern failor, as an enter- 
tainment for his meff-mates, and a cruit for the critics, 

Art. 27- Deon Quixote, A Mufical Entertainment, performed at 
the Theatre-Royal in Covent-Garden. 8vo. 1s. Wilkie, &c, 
1776. 
ta this Mufical Entertainment, the Poet hath contrived to deprive 

the Knight of La Mancha of his enthufiafm, and to rob the Squire of 

his pleafantry. 
MORALITY. 

Art. 28. A Differtation on the Duty of Mercy, and Sin of 
Cruelty, to Brute Animals. By Humphry Primatt, D. D. 8vo. 
4s. fewed, Cadell, &c. 1776. 

A well intended fermon on this fubje& was publifhed about two 
years fince, by the late Mr. Granger, vicar of Shiplake in Oxford- 
fhire; and though fentiments of this humane kind cannot be too 
forcibly inculcated, yet it may be hinted, that a fixpenny fermon is 
more likely to be read by offenders againft the dictates of humanity, 
than more bulky differtations. The cruel are generally the ignorant 
vulgar, whofe feelings ought rather to be artfully addreffed, than 
their underitanding complimented, by fuch learned and laboured de- 
dudtions as this Gentleman has framed. The fubje& of humanity to 
animals lies in a {mall compafs. W 


HusBpBANDRY, &e. 
Art. 29. A Treatife on Cattle: fhewing the moft approved Me- 
thods of Breeding, Rearing, and fitting for Ufe, Horfes, Affes, 

Mules, Horned Cattle, Sheep, Goats, and Swine ; with Directions 

for the proper Treatment of them in their feveral Diforders: to 

which is added, a Differtation on their contagious Difeafes, 

Carefully collected from the beit Authorities, and inter{perfed with 

Remarks, By John Mills, Efq; F.R.S. &c. 8vo, 6s. Johnfon. 

1776. 

A very ufeful compilation, both from Englifh and French writers ; 
and confidering the variety of fubjects treated of, muft contain more 
knowledge of each animal, than the experience of any one practical 
fatmer or grazier could properly furnifh for an original work. N 
Art. 30. The Modern Improvements in Agriculture, &c. Part II.”" ¢ 

By a Practifer of both the Old and New Hufbandry. 8vo. zs. 6d. 

Wilkie. 1776. 

he account given of the firft part of this work, in our Review 
vol. lili, p. 181, where the title is copied at large, will be fufficient 
to convey an idea of this continuation. N 
> 
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Art. 31. 4 Brief for the Dutchefs of Kingfton; containinz the 
Points of Law, &c. By a Student of Gray’s-Inn. 4to. 18, 6 d 
Allen. 

. —)  Publithed before the determination of the Lords. The Author hag 
very judiciouily ftated the points of law which appeared, to him, to 
be greatly in favour of the Dutchefs. 

Art. 32. Thoughts on the fcveral Regulations neceffary to the ap- 
poiutment of an AvvocaTEe-Generat, and proper Officers under 
him ; for the Purpofe of relieving the Clients of Lawyers from un- 
reafonable Expence, and intolerable Oppreffion. 4to. 25, Bew, 

%) Mr. Mawhood has here given us his promifed fcheme for the 
inflitution of a new Law-oflice, for the redrefs of thofe grievances 
to which clients may be expofed, by the exorbitancy and confederacy 
of folicitors, &c. efpecially with regard to the taxation of their 
ills; of all which, our Author has fo loudly complained, in his 
former publications *.—Some plan, of this kind, might, perhaps, be 

*\ formed, from whence confiderable advantages would be derived, to 

™ thofe who have the misfortune to be concerned in law-fuits. 


Rerticrovus and ConTROVERSIAL, 

Art. 33. 4 Pha for the Divinity of our Lord Fefus Cirift, 
In a paftoral Letter addreffed to a Congregation of Proteitant 
Diflenters, at Cambridge. 8vo. 13. 6d. Keith, &c. 1776. 
We have rarely met with a controverfial writer, fo liberal and can- 

did as Mr. R——n + ; though we cannot entirely agree with him in 

opinion, we molt heartily approve, and take this opportunity of ap- 

plauding, the excellent temper which he difcovers. Were contro- 
verfies of every kind conducted with the fame Catholic fpirit, the 
chief obftacles that lie in the way of the inveftigation and difcovery 
of truth, would be removed ; at leaft, diverfity of opinion would not 
fo incompatible as it has generally been found, with that union 

. Wed reciprocal afieclion, which Chriftianity is evidently intended to 
eitablifth and promote, Our Author’s arguments for the proper 
deity of Chrift, have been often urged, and, perhaps, in the way 

of fri reafoning, to greater advantage. But Mr. R—— has a 

happy talent of giving noveliy and variety together with a confider- 

able degree of fpirit to his addrefs; and though he is often more 
plaufible than juit, it mutt be acknowledged, that the whole of this 
performance was adapted to the occafion, and well executed ad cape 
tandum vu/eus. We do not mean to intimate, that it is.merely cal- 
culated for the vulgar—it deferves the perufal, and will engage the 

attéution of readers of a fuperior clafs. . 

We fliali only oblerve farther, that there is one argument in parti- 
cular, on which the Author has laid much greater ftrefs than it will 
bear: this is derived from the language of icripture, with respect ta 
the article of Chriil’s divinity: Under this head paffages are cited, 
some ot which are of doubtful authority, others wrongly tranflated 

* see Rev. December Jaf, p. 520. Art. Addrefs to the Pubke. 

+ Mr. Robinfon, Author of the Arcaza. See Monthly Reviews 

vel. §c, p “4h and ‘Tranflation of Saurin’s Sermons, . 

ova . and 
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and others obvioufly capable of a different interpretation. Mr. R— 
feems, at times, to forget, that the Old and New Teftament were 
not originally written in the Engi language; though he has given 
us {pecimens both of his learning and reading, which abundantly 
fhew, that he could have confulted the original language to advan- 
age. 
Att 34. A moral Demonftration of the Truth of the Chriftian 
Religion ; with an Introduction on the Nature and Force of pro- 
bable Arguments. Firft printed in the Year 1660, and now ac- 
curately re-printed by the Editor. 8vo, 1s. Cadell. 1775. 
The Author of this Moral Demonftration was the eminent and 
excellent Dr. Jeremy Taylor; and the Re-publifher of it, as we 
are informed, is Bifhop Hurd. We cannot give its character in 
better terms than thofe of the ingenious and Right Reverend 
itor : 
oe We have, doubtlefs, fays he, many excellent performances 
on the fubject here treated; but zone. that I know of, within 
the fame compafs, equally inftructive, There are fome few traéts 
and teftimonies alleged in the courfe of the argument, which, ona 
firiter examination, have been found not fo pertinent or confider- 
able, as they were taken to be in the Writer’s time. But in ge- 
neral, there is fo much truth and fenfe in this little traét, fo much 
good reafoning, enforced by fo exuberant an eloquence, and fo 
fublime a piety, that, if I miftake not, it will afford, to ferious 


Re$- 


minds, a more than common fatisfaction.’ kK , 


Att. 35. Reflections on the Life and Charaéter of Chrifl. By 


Edmund Lord Bifhop of Carlifle ; with a Summary, and Appen- 

dix, on the Gofpel Morals. 8vo, 1s. 6d. Cadell, &c. 

Thefe Reflections were firft printed in 1755, at the end of the 
Author’s valuable Confiderations on the Theory of Religion: See Review 
vol. xiii, p. 511.—An advertifement prefixed to the prefent edition 
of this difcourfe informs us, that it is * publifhed by itfelf’ by the 
advice of ¢ fome judicious perfons who have been long engaged in 
the education of youth, and are defirous of promoting the know- 
ledge of religion along with their other fciences.’ It is accord- 
ingly publithed, ‘ in a way beit adapted to the tutor’s conve. 
nience, and that of his pupils; and in order to reduce it into 
the fmalleft compafs, fuch notes are omitted as appeared to be 
of a more fpeculative and abitrufe nature, or lefs immediately 
conneded with the fubjett of thefe reflections. —Some obferva- 
tions are added, on the Chara&ter and Example of Chrift; toge- 
gether with an Appendix on ‘ The Morality of the Gofpel:’ thew- 
ing the preference due to the Chriftian {cheme above all other religi- 
ous fyftems. : | 
Art. 36. 4 Reply to the Author of the ** Remarks on a Scriptural 

Confutation of Mr. Lindfey’s Apology. By a Layman. 8vo. 

6d. Law. 1776. 

This is one of the weakeft and moft bigoted Pamphlets that ever 
came into our hands. The Author is equally unacquainted with 
Scripture, with Reafon, and with Charity. He is certainly well 
prepared for receiving the doctrine of Tranfubftantiation, if he be 
hot already a Belicver in that diltinguifhing tenct of Popery. 

| MEDICAL, 
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MEDICAL. : 
Art. 37. Enguiry intothe Propriety of Bloodlitting in Confumptions, 
By Samuel Fatr; M.D. 8vo. 1s. Johnfon, 1775, 
‘The refult of this Inquiry is; that bleeding will not cure‘a cop. 
m fomption ; that inthe beginning of the difeafe it may prove preju- 
* 3 °* sidicial, and in its confirmed ftate will certainly be injurious ; that jt 
is at beft buta palliative remedy ; that it is not however to be wholly 
difearded, but, for the relief of fome urgent fynptoms, is fotietiine, 
to be admitted as a neceifary evil. 

The Author concludes with informing us that he trufts more to the 
neutral falts, to which he frequently adds the differént preparations 
of antimony, than to this evacuation, and that whenever the breath 
will permit, he gives the cortex, and other ftrengtherters of the fyRteth, 
* Bat’ fays he ‘there is‘a plan which hath ‘not been without its ‘ad. 
vocates in the cure of this difeafe, and which bids the faireft of do. 
ing it radically of any that have been mentioned, and I cannot help 
thinking that it might be praétifed much oftener that itis. This 
is by the operation for the empyema, or opening the cavity of 
the thorax and difcharging the matter of the abfcefs gradually at the 
aperture.’ In fupport of this opinion fome particulars of a cafe ate 
related, in which the abovementioned operation was perforated with 
fuccefs. 

The language in which the Author conveys his’ideas will do him 

_ ho credit as a writer, and many of his ideas are fach as will'gain: him 
’ ~~, great honour as a phyfician: in proof of thefe affertictis, we hall 
lay before our readers the following extracts : 

* There is 20 diforder hardly {o common. and fo fatal in its confe- 
quences as the confumption. It is reputed a characteriltic of this 
country and climate. And this city is not only the refort of the in- 
oe of the reft of the kingdom, but is peculiarly produttive of 
it itfelf. 

In aan ftage of a confumption, in which the body begins fenfibly 
to decay, the difeafe, fays our Author, ‘ conftantly arifés from an 
ulcer of the lungs, which by feeding the blood with acrimonious fti- 
mulating matter, occafions an undue exercife of the vital powers, and 
excites unnatural evacuations; by both which that debility is in- 
duced which ends at laft in the moit deplorable death—An ulcer al- 
ways arifes from inflammation, and of confequence may depend for 
its primary origin on an univerfal or partial plenitude of the fluids, 

Bat, fays he, ‘ an inflammation may arife likewife from another 
fource. ‘The blood may not only be injured by being overloaded or 
deprived of its proper proportion, but when it is not circulated 
equally and with certain. powers through the fyftem, it feparates into 
a number of parts which were concealed in the general mafs, and 
thus conftitutes a fluid of quite a different nature—whilft thefe ¢i- 
ftingt parts wander about in the general circulation, and irritate the 
fibres over which they pafs. By this a quicker circulation is pro- 
duced, the refifting power of fome’'veffels is not able to fuftain the 
force of it, the blood is driven into them, and an inflammation is 
occafioned. ‘This may happen too where there is no general plent- 
tude, and it may happen where there is, and fomething of this kind 


‘fF accompanies every inflammation.’ 
we | ‘An 
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¢ An ulcer, adds the Writer, may likewife arife in an external 
part without a previous wound in the flefh, to which we may refemble 
an hemoptoe, or {pitting of blood. I[t may arife, I fay, in confe- 
auence of a general plenitude, when the fluid is forced into the exter- 
‘gal fein, rather than into any internal part, and then it is called a 

hlegmon or abfcefs. Here too when the body is in a perfect ftate 
‘of health, a laudable or good pus will be produced, and being opened 
with a knife or cauftic, no bad confequences will follow.’ 
Art. 38. An Examination of tbe Kev. Mr. John Wefley’s “ Pri- 
mitive Phyfic,” &c. By W. Hawes, Apothecary. 8vo: 18. 6d. 

Dodfley, &c. 1776. 

The number of editions that Mr. Wefley’s Primitive Phyfc hath 
pafled through, replete as it is with ignorance, error, and abfur- 
dity, affords fuch an inftance of affurance on the one hand, and cre- 
dulity on the other, as can fcarcely be paralleled. 
 'Togpoint out the grofs blunders of that work, and to guard the 

a from the dangers to which an implicit confidence in it would 
expofe them, is the prefent Writer’s laudable defign. 

In the Preface to this Examination Mr. Hawes tells us, that the 
‘Writer, or rather Compiler of the Primitive Phyfic, has laboured 
to give mankind the moft unfavourable ideas of the practitioners ip 
‘phyfic and pharmacy ;’ in proof of which he cites this paflage from 
Mr. Wefley’s performance, viz. 

“‘ Experience fhews that one thing will cure moft diforders, at 
leaft as well as twenty put together. Then why do you add the other 
nineteen? Only to fwell the apothecary’s bill: nay, poflibly, to pro- 
long the diftemper, that the doétor and he may divide the fpoil.” 

‘ Bhis reprefentation of the gentlemen of the faculty (fays Mr. 

, “HaWés) may poflibly not be thought very candid, nor very equitable : 
and if Mr. Wefley’s character and conduét, as a divine, a politician, 
and a practitioner in phyfic, were to be examined with the fame de- 
gree of candour that he hath exercifed towards others, he would 
certainly not appear in the moft advantageous light. At leaft it 
would be manifeft, that he was far enough from perfeion, though 
that is a doétrine for which he is well known to be a very zealous 
advocate. But, perhaps, thofe who are not thoroughly initiated in 
Mr. Wefley’s peculiar tenets, may not have a proper idea of what 
thofe qualities are which are neceffary to conftitute a perfect man, 
It is certain, that if Mr. Wefley be of this charaéter, a regard to 
truth is not necefflary to it: of which the Rev. Mr. Evans of Briftol 
can afford ample teftimony *. 





* * Vide the fecond edition of Mr. Evans’s letter to Mr. John 
Wefley, in which he has been conviéted of premeditated falfehood, 
upon the cleareft and moft unexceptionable evidence. Mr. Wefley’s 
attempt towards a defence upon this fubject in the news-papers, 
ferves, if pofible, to render him ftill more contemptible. 

* The Writer of this meddles not with political difputes, but takes 
the liberty to obferve, that fome regard to truth was thought necef- 
fary, in old fafhioned fyftems, to conftitute the character of an honeft 
man, of whatever party he might be,’ 

* But 
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* But however uncandid, unfair, or unjuft, Mr, Wefley’s reprey 
fentation of the gentlemen of the faculty may. be, it feemed neceffary 
to promote the fale of his Primitive Phyfic. And in this his views 
appear to have been anfwered ; fixteen editions at leaft having been 
printed of this compilation ; and that this large fale has not arifen 
from the merit of the performance, will, I am confident, be acknow. 

; -pedged by every man {killed in the treatment of difeafes,’ 

« +>). With refpeét to the mode in which our Author has conduéfed 
his Examination, we obferve that he has, upon the whole, acquitted 
himfelf, though not in a brilliant, yet in a very decent manner,— 
If his remarks are not always fagacious, if his diftinétions are not 
always accurate, and if his ridicule is not always poignant, it muft 
be allowed that his animadverfions are commonly jatt; that he has 
clearly conviéted Mr Wefley of the molt difgraceful ignorance ; and 
that he has fatisfactorily evinced the dangerous tendency of that Gen- 
tleman’s Primitive Piyfte. ¢ 
Art. 39. Direditons for the Management of Children, from “the' 

Time of their Birth, to the Age of fven Years. By M. A. Clarke, 

M.D. and Profeffor of Midwifry. 8vo. 2s. Griffin. 1773 *. 

if this Profeffor of Midwifry, as he ftyles himfeif, really believes 
that a few general obfervations on the difeafes of women and chile 
dren, with receipts extracted from the works of Sydenham, Hux. 
ham, Mead, &c. are fufficient to enable ‘ any woman to pre(cribe 
fafely and fuccefsfully, for herfelf, children, or acquaintance,’ he 
muft be as ignorant of the principles of medicine as are thofe for whofe 
inftraétion he writes ; and without believing this, he merits, by the 
prefent performance, a much feverer punifhment than any court of 
criticifm has power to inflict. € 
Art. 40. Stridtures on the Gout, with praical Advice to the gouty ' 

People of Great Britaiz, By Samuel Wood, a recovered Arthritic. 

Svo. 1s. 6d. Bell. 1775. 

This pamphlet is nothing more than a quack advertifement. It 
feis forth that the Author had been, for many years, affli@ed with the 
gout, when, by the advice of a Mr. Sayer, formerly an apothecary 
in London, he entered on a courfe of medicines which has been at- 
tended with very beneficial effeéts: that he procured from the ad- 
vifer, a fhort time before his deceafe, the receipts for compounding 
them; but that he declines publifhing thefe receipts ‘ for feveral 
reafons, befides the infuperable one arifing from the many inftances 
of the little regard that is had to the health of mankind by many 
preparers of medicine, when it comes in competition with their pro- 
fits; and as fome of the ingredients in thefe medicines, which are 
very expenfive, may be reprefented by a fubfti:ute of a dangerous 
quality thatis very cheap, there would (fays he) be the greateit dane 
ger of their being adulterated, and very little probability of their 
being genuine, efpecially in the country ;’ that * fome of our apothes 
¢aties, even in town, are fo ignorant or bafe, as to ufe adulrerated 
ahd fophiilicated compofitions, as appears by an advertifement from 


— 





* This article would have fooner appeared, had not the pmhblica: 
cation been overlooked. 
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the cenfors of the College, at this time in the London Gazette 
Therefore (he concludes) * to prevent any danger from fuch impo- 
ftions, thefe medicmes will be made up under the direQion and ma- 
nagement of a Gentleman of the Profeflion, who has undertaken to 
examine the feveral fubftances, and infpect the preparations, which 
will be fold under the title of Mr. Savex’s Mevicine for the Gout.” 

Bravo! Mr. Wood: if this does not do, we fhall be apt to fufpe& 
that there is not that fund of ** caé/idi/ity”? in man, which our old 
friend Yorick imagined. 


Art. 48. The Captive freed; or, the Refcue of the Mufe. ato. 
6d. Dilly. 

More Bath-Eafton poetry ! The Mute is congratulated on her de- 
liverance from the captivity of Bouts Rimées, and Mrs. Miller is 
praifed, and the patience of the Reviewers tried as ufual. This Bard 
tells us that * wrapt in fragrance’ he ‘ took’ his * filent way on Avon’s 
banks’ 





whofe winding waves along, 
Dies the laft trill of many a poet’s fong. 

Thus, it feems, he took his Alem? way on the banks of a river remark- 
able for founds, and the propriety of this might have been queftioned 
had he not evaded the objection by the happieft ftroke imaginable ; 
for, at the fame time he gives us to underftand that he had under- 
gene the Egyptian operation of embalming (wrapt in fragrance) fo 
that, in the capacity of a mummy, his way, gucad / at lealt, mutt 
have been filent. 

The next couplet ts as follows: 

When from thofe fhades where Art on Nature /azs, 

And reams at large her cultivated fcenes. 
Now Mrs, 4rt is here reprefented at once Laning and roaming ; but 
the objection here too is eafily taken off, for the Author, we dare 
fay, meant nothing more than this, that while Art was roaming about, 
the /eaned on Nature’s shoulder. 
Art. 42. Bedlam, a Ball, and Dr. Price’s Obfervations on Civil 

Liberty, A Poetical Mifcellany. 4to. 1s. Dodfley. 

The hand of an artift, capable of greater atchievements,. is feen in 
thefe random flrokes and dathes of the pencld:—fomething of Bed- 
lam ;—a laugh at a Pantheon, or Carlifle-houfe, affembly ;—and a 
=a of Dr. Price’s political principles, and the faints of New 

ngland, 


"Alt. 43. Addrefs tothe Genius of America. By the Rev. Chrifto- 


pher Wells, Leéturer of Penryn, Cornwall. ato. 13. Baldwin. 
Laments the defection of the Colonies from the parent flate; ex- 
patiates on the melancholy reverfe which America mutt, confequently, 


vic in regard to her once happy fituation and cicumitances ; 
". 


lexhorts her to repentance, and a {peedy return to her duty :—in 
which ¢afe hope is given that mercy may be expected. The poetry 
will not be thought contemptible by a candid critic; efpeciatly if 
Confidered as the product of 
: an infar.t Mufe, whofe feeble wing 
Ne’er yet took tight before the critic’s eye.’ 
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Art. 44. An Anfwer to the ** Tears of the Foot Guards,” Ip 
which that re/peffable Corps are vindicated from the Charges of 
Puppyifm and Cowardice, 4t0. 18. Kearfly. 

‘Carries on the fatire againft the Guards, begun in the pamphlet * 
which it profeffes to anfwer, but an/wers not. If both the poems 
were written by the fame Author,—which is matter of mere conjec. 
ture,—he has here excelled himfelf, both as to numbers and fp.rit. 

MATHEMATICS, 


"Art: 340 Letters relative to Societies for the Benefit of Widows and 
of Age. ee at Exeter, and fold by Johnfon in London. 8vo, 
rs. 1776. 

Thefe Letters were firft printed in the Gazetteer, in 1767 and 1768, 
They are now repablifbed, by Mr. John Rowe, whofe fkill, in calcu- 
lations of the nature here propofed, thofe who are acquainted with 
his treatife on Fluxions can have no reafon to queftion, and, as 
we apprehend, with a particular intention of conveying neceflary 
caution to fome Societies eftablifhed in the city of Exeter and county 
of Devon, ‘They form part of a plan which the Writer had pro- 
pofed more largely to purfue; but his defign was fuperfeded by Dr, 
Price, in his accurate and ufeful Od/ervations on Reverfionary Payments; 
feé a particular account of this excellent publication in the Aoxrhly 
Review, vol. xlv. 2 recommend the following extract from a 
Poftfcript, ow fubjoined to one of his letters by the Editor, to thofe 
of our Readers whom it may more immediately concern : 

‘ If the annual paynient made by the hufband ‘be 4os. and the 

firft be at the time of his admiflion into the Society ; then, the 

annuity to be paid to the widow, by Loudon tables, thould be 

71. gs. but, by country tables, 71. 148.—Suppofing intereft 3 per 

cent. and the widow not to be entitled to the annuity if the’ huf 

« band die within five years after his being admitted a member. The 

* Republifher of the Letters hopes ferious artention will be given to 

* rhis by the many Societies for the benefit of widows lately efta- 

blifhed throughout the kingdom in general ; and by thofe in the city 

of Exeter and county of Devon in particular. He refleéts on no 
one; but hopes, ind believes, thefe Societies took their origin 
from motives truly laudable and good.—And he would hope and 

* believe the fame good motives will foon caule a reformation. 

b> ‘ Thefe Societies, inflead of 71. gs. or 71. 1458. engage ‘to 
* pay the widow zo ].—What fatal confequences muft /uch Societies 
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* in time produce !—Ought they not immediately to reform J” A-s, 


Art. 46. The Nautical Almanac and Afirenomical Ephemeris for 
1777+ Publifhed by Order of the Commiffioners of Longitude. 
8vo. 3s. 6d. Nourfe. 1776. 

The vfual tables, adapted to the year 1777, with their explica- 

tion and ufe. f-i 





* See our laft month’s Catalogue, 
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ScHOoL Book. 

Art. 47- Eafy Phrafeology. for the Uje of young Ladies, who in- 
tend to learn the Colloquial Part of the Italian Language. By 
ofeph Baretti. 8vo. 6s. Robinfon. 

There is no doubt that the familiar dialogue is the beft mode of 
iMtructing young perfons ina living language; but there is fome 


doubt whether, if the attendant Englifh be fpurious, the pupil may 


not fufer as much from that-as he gains otherwife, This is the cafe 
with moft books of the -fame kind compiled or compofed by foreign- 
ers, They-are fo prepofterous as to think themfelves matters of our 
language, and at the-fame time that: they are inftructing our youth 
‘a the French or Italian, they feldom fail to teach them bad Eng- 
ih. We have here. fome moft ridiculous inftances of that fort. 
‘Impugn their nonfenficalnefs’ for obtrude their nonfenfe, * brother 
chambermaid,’ &c. In- other refpects this book, barring the Au- 
thor’s vanity, which breaks out continually, is not the moft con- 
temptible of the kind. tL. . 





7 S ER M ON.-S, 
|; Preached before the Lords Spiritual and Temporalin the Abbey 
Church of. Weftminiter, Jan. 30, 1776. By. James Lord Bithop 
of St. David’s. 4to. 3s. White. 
Adapted to. the times ; but confifling chiefly of. general .obferva- 
tions on the evils of civil difcord and the advantages of peace and 


_union. Complaints indeed are made, without any dire&t application, 


of ‘ irreverend and unhallowed teachers,’ who. profane the * holy of- 
fice of religious. inftruction to. purpofes of faction, and, by mifun- 
derftood or, perverted. paflages of Scripture, unjuftifiable cenfare.of. 
legal and gentle rule, enthufiaftic conceits of the advantages refult- 
ing from an equality of conditions and independency of all controal, 
maintain and vindicate the prefent unhappy diffenfions between this 
kingdom and its hitherto dependent colonies ; exciting the capricious 
~ unruly tempers of an enraged multitude to deeds.of perfecution 
and.cruelty,’ | : 

Tsased ths conclufion, his Lordfhip adds, ‘ ought we not to have 
the fulleft conviction that the hand of government is become oppref- 
five, our grievances moft urgent, the plan of defpotifm felf-evident, 
the ftrides of Popery alarming, the ats of tyranny too fimilar to 
what was then complained of” (referring to the ftory of the day) 
“before we become abettors and encouragers of difcontents attended 
with fuch general diftrefs ?. It would be juftly confidered as an aé& of 
defperation, in the common intercourfe of life, for a merchant to - 
venture his capital not.only at an unfavourable moment,: but: per- 
haps to certain lofs. And, fhall the happieft people on the earth, 
blelt with a religion reafonable, charitable, and rich in the expecta- 
tion of futurity; with a government equal, mild, and eftablithed.on © 
large and nobie principles of freedom ; with a profufion of the natu- 
ral and artificial accommodations of life protected by laws the re- 
falt of confummate wifdom and long experience ; adminiftered with 
prudence, impartiality, and tendernefs? Shall a nation fo enviably 

circumftanced 
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circumftanced run headlong to the deftruction of thefe bleffings, ay 
points of fmall value and importance? And, if not on felfith mo. 
tives, or ill-confidered and delufive arguments, yet, poffibly, on jn. 
ferior if real caufes of complaint, appeal at once to the cruel and 
uncertain chance of war; that expedient which nothing but the lai 
neceflity can vindicate ?? : 


25, 1776. By Jofhua Toulmin, M.A. 6d. Johnfon, 

Mr, Toulmin, whoie compofitions we have, more than once, had 
occafion to commend, has here taken an affecting view of the various 
evils and miferies that will, inevitably, {pring from the prefent un- 
happy focial war in the Britifh Colonies. In fentiment the Author 
appears to agree with Dr. Price; but he profeffes, in his Preface, 
that it has given him pain to find that his difcourfe is confidered, by 
fome, merely as political. Hie declares that ‘ his aim was to awaken, 
by a view of the profpects before us, religious fentiments and reflec. 
tions, and to promote the revival of piety and virtue.’—*‘ With this 
deftgn he has addreffed the humanity of his hearers. He has en. 
deavoured to place our national fituation in every light that ap. 
peared fuited to intereit the heart, and attempted to give their 
thoughts a fober, ferious, and devout turn? 


CORRESPONDENCE, 
Correfpondent has favoured us with fome farther particulars 
A concerning the Writers in the Theological Repofitory, the. 
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communication of which may be acceptable to feveral of our Readers. - 


The papers figned Pyrrho were written by the Rev. Mr. Graham 
of Halifax, under which fignature he perfonated a fceptic, though 
very far from being one in reality. But he knew that the Trath 
could not fuffer by the moft unreferved freedom of inquiry ; and he 
made a feint to oppofe it, under the firmeit perfuafion that it would 
vhereby be the better eftablithed. : 

The Rev. Mr. Waters of Afhburton was the occafional Contri« 
butor, vol. II. p. 83. 

The Obfervations on Judas, and on the natural Evidence of a fue 
ture State, figned Pacificus, came from Mr. Badcock of Barnftaple. 

The curious piece on the Refurrection, vol. II. p. 346, was come 
municated by a Gentleman of the North of Ireland to Mr. Arch- 
deacon Blackburne; f:om whom an anf{wer to it was expected, if the 
‘Theological Repofitory had been continued. 


The Writer of a Letter dated Whitby, 26 April, is affured that 
there is not the flighteit ground for any apprehenfion of minifterial 
influence over the Monthly Reviewers ; who have no higher ambi- 
tion than to be juftly deemed (in the words of our Correfpondent) 
‘* able Advocates on the fide of Virtue and the Rights of Huma- 
nity.” When they defert ruat Cause, may the indignant Public, 
for ever, DESERT THEM ! 





eo ow 


*,* The continuations of the review of Dr. Prieftley’s fecond vo- 
lume on 4ir, and of Dr, Smith's Jnguiry concerning the Wealth of 
Nations, in our next. 
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